
_.Christ's Greatest Prophe.cy

WE KNOW that the Holy Scriptures are
the product of prophets and apostles.

We usually connect the prophets with the
Old Testament and the apostles with the
New, and sometimes forget that some of
the greatest prophets of all were New Testa-
ment characters. And, of course, the su-
preme prophet of the ages was our Lord
Jesus Christ Himself. In the opinion of most
readers of the Bible His greatest prophecy
is the one of future things, as found espec-
ially in the twenty-fourth chapter of St.
Matthew's Gospel.

Perhaps if we put our message today in
the question-and-answer form, or at least
partially so, it will be more interesting and
more clear and easy to remember. When
our Lord was on earth, Jerusalem was not
only the capital of the nation of Israel in
the Holy Land, but one of the world's
great fortress cities.

How did our Saviour feel concerning
Jerusalem, the city which had been the
center of Israel's worship of the true God?
Listen to these words:

"And when he was come near, he beheld
the city, and wept over it."-Luke 19:4l.

This chapter pictures our Saviour coming
slowly down the Mount of Olives sur-
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rounded by a great crowd crying out in
adoration and casting palm branches be-
fore Him, and shouting, "Hosannah in the
highestl" It was a gala occasion, They
thought He was coming to be the king of
Israel and everybody was happy. But sud-
denly the eyes of Christ were suffused with
tears. He looked out over the city from the
side of the Mount of Olives and wept over
it saying:

"If thou hadst known, even thou, at least
in this thy day, the things which belong
unto thy peace! but now they are hid from
thine eyes."-Verse 42.

Jesus could see the future. He could see
beyond tomorrow. And what did He see?

"Thine enemies shall cast a trench about
thee, and compass thee round, and keep
thee in on every side,

"And shall lay thee even with the ground,
and thy children within thee; and they shall
not leave in thee one stone upon another;
because thou knewest not the time of thy
visitation." -Verses 43, 44.

Jesus loved Jerusalem and was filled with
tears when He saw its coming destruction.
His prophetic eye looked into the future and
beheld the billows of smoke rising above
the burning temple. He saw the city fall
and over a million people carried off into
captivity or slain in the siege.

What sorrowful appeal did I-Ie make to
this impenitent city? We find our answer
in Matthew 23:37:
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"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest
the prophets, and stonest them which are
sent unto thee, how often would I have
gathered thy children togethe«, even as a
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings,
and ye would not!"

As He was about to leave the temple, He
concluded:

"Behold, your house [or your temple] is
left unto you desolate."-Verse 38.

The people of that generation had filled
up their cup of iniquity in their final re-
jection and crucifixion of the Lord of life
and their persecution of His followers after
His resurrection. Finally the special pres-
ence of God left the temple never to return.
Their beautiful house was left unto them
desolate. The disciples heard Jesus make
this prediction and His words must have
been sobbing words that came from a brok-
en heart. They came to Jesus privately later
on and said:

"Tell us, when shall these things be? and
what shall be the sign of thy coming, and
of the end of the world?"-Matthew 24:3.

The overthrow of Jerusalem and of that
nation of God's people was a type of the
destruction of all the cities of the world
and of all nations. The descriptions of the
two events seem to be blended together.
Our Saviour's prophetic words reached be-
yond the destruction of Jerusalem, beyond
its conflagration, to the final consummation
of all things. His words were spoken not
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only for the early disciples, but also for
those who were to live during the closing
scenes of this world's history.. Jesus gave
definite signs both of the destruction of Je--
rusalem and of His second coming. Did our
Saviour indicate that either event was im-
minent? Listen as we study Matthew 24.
We read first verses 4-6:

"Jesus answered and said unto them, Take
heed that no man deceive you.

"For many shall come in my name; say-
ing, I am Christ: and shall deceive rnany.

"And ye shall hear of uiars and TUmoursof
wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all
these things must come to pass, but the end
is not yet."

Soon after our Saviour went back to
heaven many false messiahs did appear.
Strange to say, those who would not accept
Him as the Son of God did accept these
false messiahs, especially Bar Cocheba who
led the whole nation again into war with
Rome and to final disaster.

What did Christ say of the wars, famines,
pestilences, and earthquakes that were to
precede these events-that is, the end of
Jerusalem and the second coming of Christ?
"All these," He said, "are the beginning of
sorrows." Verse 8. These things were to
precede and culminate in the overthrow,
first of Jerusalem and finally of the whole
world. Remember, this is a prophecy with a
double application-first to Jerusalem and
the chosen nation; second, to the whole
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world and all nations. One was the type
of the other. The first was the rejection of
Christ Himself and His apostles; the last will
be the rejection of Christ in His warning
message which is to prepare the world for
His second advent. In verses 9-12 He pre-
dicted the afflictions that would come to
His people. They would be hated of many
nations, betrayed by their own relatives and
friends. Many false prophets would arise,
iniquity would abound, and the love of
many would wax cold.

Who did the Saviour say would be saved?
Verse 13 declares:

"He that shall endure unto the end, the
same shall be saved."

That was true before the fall of Jeru-
salem; it is true now; and it will be true
until the end of the world. We need to
learn this lesson of endurance today, and
we shall need it still more in the days that
are ahead.

Jack Appleton was a newspaperman and
a saint, they tell us. For 17 years he wres-
tled with an incurable disease. Seven years
of that time he was helpless in bed, yet his
room became a place of encouragement, a
place of hope and inspiration. His poems,_
all of which contain a note of courage and
faithfulness, have traveled around the
world.

"Jack, what do you do when you can't
reach bottom?" someone asked him.

"Then I swim," he answered.
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"And when you can't swim?"
"Then I float, and 'underneath are the

everlasting arms!' "
Let us remember these words of promise,

"He that shall endure unto the end, the
same shall be saved."

When, in this great prophecy and prom-
ise of Christ, did He declare that the end
would come?

"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end come."
-Verse 14.

Before the fall of Jerusalem? The apostle
Paul carried the gospel to Rome, the capital
of the world at that time, and he said that
the gospel had been "preached to every
creature which is under heaven." Colossians
1:23. So it was in regard to the end of the
chosen people and the ancient holy. city
of Jerusalem, and so it will be in the end
of the world as a whole. When the gospel,
or good news of salvation through Christ
as Redeemer, man's Saviour, is preached in
all the world for a witness unto all nations,
then the end will come. The end of the
chosen people came with a great and over-
whelming destruction; so will it be with the
end of all human doings.

Now, back again to Jerusalem for just a
minute. What was to be the sign of the
fall of that city?

"And when ye shall see Jerusalem com-
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passed with armies, then know that the
desolation thereof is nigh:'-Luke 21:20.

When this sign appeared, what were the
disciples and believers. in the city. and
Judea to do? We turn back again to Mat-
thew 24:15, 16:

"When ye therefore shall see the abomi-
nation of desolation, spoken of by Daniel
the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso
readeth, let him understand:)

"Then let them which be in ]udaea flee
into the mountains"

In A.D. 66 General Cestius came against
Jerusalem with the Roman armies, but un-
accountably withdrew. The Christians saw
in this the sign foretold by Christ, and fled.
About 1,l00,000 of those who did not be-
lieve the words of the Saviour are said to
have been killed in the terrible siege which
came in the year A.D. 70 after the city was
fully surrounded, and walls and trenches
were thrown around it. Those who believed
Christ's words watched for the sign He had
foretold and were saved, while the unbe-
lieving perished. So shall it be in the end
of this world-the watching and believing
will be delivered. Jesus said: "And what I
say unto you I say unto all, \Vatch." Mark
13:37. (See also Luke 21:34-36; 1 Thessa-
lonians 5:1-6.)

When those early Christians saw the sign
of the withdrawn Roman armies, how
quickly were they to flee?

"Let him which is on the housetop not
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come down to take any thing out of his
house:

"Neither let him which is i·n the field
return back to take his clothes. . . . -

"But pray ye that your flight be not
in the winter, neither on the sabbath day."-
Matthew 24:17-20.

Flight in winter would entail discomfort
and suffering, and any attempt to flee on
the Sabbath day would doubtless meet with
difficulty. The prayers of Christ's followers
were heard. When the Roman armies with
their standards of heathen idolatry-the
dragon, the eagle, etc.-came into the holy
space about the city, Providence so over-
ruled that neither the inhabitants of the
city nor the Romans hindered the Chris-
tians' flight. When General Cestius re-
treated, the Jewish army pursued him, thus
affording the opportunity for the Christian
believers to escape unmolested, and in the
autumn, too, a favorable time for their
flight.

But there was a trying experience ahead-
"For then shall be great tribulation, such

as was not since the beginning of the world
to this time, no, nor ever shall be,"-Mat-
thew 24:21.

In the siege of Jerusalem, the prophecy
of Moses found in Deuteronomy 28:47-53
was fulfilled:

"And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own
body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy
daughters, . . . in the siege, and in the
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straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall
distress thee."- Verse 53.

We can read the fulfillment of this in
the history of Josephus, Wars of the Jews,
book 6, chapter 3, paragraph 4.

Following the destruction of Jerusalem
came persecution of the Christians under
the pagan emperors of Rome in the first
three centuries of the Christian Era. Later
came more terrible and prolonged perse-
cutions during long centuries of religious
intolerance as foretold in Daniel 7:25 and
Revelation 12:6. But Christ had said in His
great prophecy:

"And except those days should be short-
ened, there should 1W flesh be saved: but
for the elect's sake those days shall be
shortened."-Matthew 24:22.

The great Reformation and Renaissance
of the sixteenth century appeared. A new
world was opened up as a place of refuge
for those who fled from religious and po-
litical persecution, which finally ceased
about the middle of the eighteenth century.

In Matthew 24:23, 24 we have the warn-
ing against false christs and false proph-
ets that would even show signs and won-
ders and if possible "deceive the very elect."

Coming on to verse 29, signs are men-
tioned which have occurred in more modem
times, "immediately after the tribulation of
those days"-that is, after the 1260 years
of the Dark-Age prophecy have nearly
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passed and modern times of toleration have
come. We read these words of Christ's:

"Immediately after the tribulation of those
days shall the sun be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light, and the stars
shall fall from heaven."-Matthew 24:29.

And again, the same thought is in Mark
13:24:

"But in those days, after that tribulation,
the sun shall be darkened, and the moon
shall not give her light."

We understand that the 1260 years of
prophecy ended in 1798, and the Great
Dark Day which fulfilled this prediction
of Jesus occurred on May 19, 1780-in the
days, but after the tribulation, which ended
about 1773. This was the Great Dark Day
of history. There is no agreement among
modern writers as to its cause, but it is not
necessary for us to know the cause.· The
Scripture said that it would come, and come
within this period. It did come and is one
of the signs that we are entering the latter
days. Whatever cause God may have used
to bring it about is immaterial. Itwas no
less miraculous even if natural causes may
have been involved, as was the strong east
wind in the dividing of the Red Sea. (Exo-
dus 14:21.)

The next great sign given by Jesus is:
"The stars shall fall from heaven, and the

powers of heaven shall be shaken."-Mat-
thew 24:29.
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A Yale astronomer, Denison Olmsted, says
that this remarkable phenomenon of the
falling stars, which occurred on November
13, 1833, was never before seen in history
and was viewed with astonishment by' all
classes. Frederick Douglass, in speaking of
his early days in slavery, describes his awe-
struck vision of the heavens on fire during
that great star shower and says he thought
it was the harbinger of the coming of the
Son of man.

In Luke 21 the parallel record of this
great prophecy of Jesus speaks of-

"Distress of nations, with perplexity; the
sea and waves roaring;

"Men's hearts failing them for fear, and
f01' looking after those things which are
coming on the earth."-Verses 25, 26.

What a picture of our times, of our public
press, our radiobroadcasts, our great writ-
ers, our scientists, our politicians, our states-
men-distress of nations, perplexity! Those
are the leading descriptive words of our
age. Men are fearing the great mushroom-
shaped cloud. The atomic age is the age of
fear of universal destruction.

'What was to be the next great sign after
these events in the heavens? We read it
here in Luke 21:27:

"And then shall they see the Son of man
coming in a cloud with power and great
glory."

My friends, that's the cloud we ought to
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be looking for-the great white cloud, the
great glory of the Son of man. There is no
fear in that, only hope and joyand wonder-
ful expectation. And when these things be-
gin to come to pass-these signs that we
have just mentioned, these actual events in
history-what should we do?

"And when these things begin to come
to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads;
for yom redemption dmweth nigh."-Verse
28.

"Now learn a parable of the fig tree [said
the Saviour]; When his branch is yet ten-
der, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that
summer is nigh:

"So likewise ye, when ye shall see all
these things, know that it is near, even at
the doors."-Matthew 24:32, 33.

What did Christ say of the certainty of
this prophecy?

"Verily I say unto you, This generation
shall not pass, till all these things be ful-
filled.

"Heaven and earth shall pass away, but
my words shall not pass away."-Verses
34,35.

What our Saviour foretold about the city
of Jerusalem came true to the very letter,
so we may be assured that what He has
said about the end of this age will be ful-
filled just as certainly and literally and ac-
curately.

Does anyone know the exact day of
Christ's coming? Listen to verse 36:
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"But of that day and hour knoweth fLU

man, no, not the angels in heaven, but my
Father only."

What moral conditions will precede His
second advent? .

"But as the days of Noe were, so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be.

"For as the days that were before the
flood they were eating and drinking, marry-
ing and giving in marriage, until the day
that Noe entered into the ark,

"And knew not until the flood came, and
took them all away; so shall also the com-
ing of the Son of man be."-Verses 37-39.

Now, last of all, what admonition is given
to us by this greatest Prophet of the ages
whose prophecies come true? It is found
in verse 44:

"Therefore be ye also ready: for in such
an hour as ye think not the Son of man
cometh."

Have faith in God-
The clouds of sunset burn;

Have faith in God-
Signs of the times discern;

Have faith in God-
And watch for His return.

Have faith, dear friend, in God.
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