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LETTERS OF MASTER GEORGE MARSH,

A godly, faithful, and learned pastor in Christ’s church; put to death
at Westchester, with most cruel kinds of torments (as you may see
in the book of Martyrs, fol. 1122) for the constant and faithfal
confession of Christ's éospel.

To the Professors of God’s Word an¥ true Religion,
In the Town of Langton.

Grace be with you, and peace be multiplied, in the knowledge
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

I thought it my duty to write unto you, my beloved in the
Lord at Langton, to stir up your hearts, and to call to your
remembrance the words which have been told you before, and to
exhort you (as that good man, and full of the Holy Ghost,
Barnabas, did the Anttochians), that with purpose of heart ye
continually cleave unto the Lord : and that ye stand fast, and be
not moved away from the hope of the Gospel, whereof (God be
thanked) ye have had plenteous preaching unto you by your late
pastor Master Saunders, and other faithful ministers of Jesus
Christ ; which now, when persecution ariseth because of the word,
do not fall away like shrinking children, and forsake the truth,
being ashamed of the Gospel whereof they have been preachers,
but are willing and ready for your sakes (which are Christ’s
mystical body) to forsake not only the chief and principal delights
of this life, I mean, their native countries, friends, livings, &e. ;
but also to fulfil their ministry unto the uttermost, that is, to wit,
with their painful imprisonments and blood-sheddings (if need
shall require) to confirm and seal Christ's Gospel, whereof they
have been ministers; and (as St. Paul saith) they are ready not
only to be cast into prison, but also to be killed for the name of
the Lord Jesus. 'Whether these, being that good salt of the earth,
that is, true ministers of God’s word, by whose doctrine, being
received through faith, men are made savoury unto God, and
which themselves lose not their saltness now when they be
proved with the boisterous storms of adversity and persecution ;
or others, being that unsavoury salt which hath lost his saltness,
that is, to wit, those ungodly ministers which do fall from the
word of God unto the dreams and traditions of antichrist—
whether of these (I say) be more to be credited and believed, let
all men judge.

‘Wherefore, my dearly beloved, receive the word of God with
meekness, that is grafted in you, which is able to save your souls;
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and see that ye be not forgetful hearers, deceiving yourselves
with sophistry, but doers of the word; whom Christ doth liken
to a wise man which buildeth his house on a rock, that when the
great rain descendeth, and the floods come and beat upon that
house, it fall not, because it is grounded upon a rock; that is, to
wit, that when Satan and all his legion of devils, with all their
subtile suggestions, the world and all the mighty princes thereof,
with their crafty counsels, do furiously rage against us, we faint
not, but abide constant in the truth, being grounded upon a most
sure rock, which is Christ, and the doctrine of the Gospel, against
which the gates of hell, that is, the power of Satan, cannot prevail.
And be ye followers of Christ and the Apostles, and receive the
word in much affliction, as the godly Thessalonians did; for the
true followers of Christ and the Apostles he they, which receive
the word of God. They only receive the word of God, which
both believe it, and also frame their lives after it, and be ready to
suffer all manner of adversity for the name of the Lord, as Christ
and all his Apostles did, and as all that will live godly in Christ
Jesus must do ; for there is none other way unto the kingdom of
heaven, but through much tribulation. And if we suffer any-
thing for the kingdom of heaven and for righteousness sake, we
have the prophets, Christ, the Apostles, and Martyrs for an
ensample to comfort us; for they did all enter into the kingdom
of heaven at the strait gate and narrow way that leadeth unto life,
which few do find. And unless we will be content to deny our
own selves, and take up the cross of Christ and follow him, we
cannot be his disciples; for if we deny to suffer with Christ and
his saints, it is an evident argument that we shall never reign
with him. And again, if we can find in our hearts patiently to
suffer persecutions and afflictions, it is a sure token of the right-
eous judgment of God, that we are counted worthy of the kingdom
of God, for which we also suffer. It is verily (saith the Apostle)
a righteous thing with God, to recompence tribulation to them
that trouble us, and rest to us that be troubled. For after this
life, the godly, being delivered from their tribulations and pains,
shall have a most quiet and joyful rest, whereas the wicked and
ungodly contrariwise shall be tormented for evermore with in-
tolerable and unspeakable pains; as Christ, by the parable of the
rich glutton and wretched Lazarus, doth plainly declare and teach.
Thege ought we to have before our eyes always; that, in time of
adversity and persecution (whereof all that will be the children of
God shall be partakers, and wherewith it hath pleased God to
put some of us in ure' already), we may stand stedfast in the
Lord, and endure even unto the end, that we may be saved. For
unless we, like good warriors of Jesus Christ, will endeavour
ourselves to please him who hath chosen us to be his soldiers,
and fight the good fight of faith even unto the end, we shall not
z 3. .
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obtain that crown of righteousness, which the Lord, that is a-
righteous judge, shall give to all them that love his coming.

Let us, therefore, receive with meekness the word that is
grafted in us, which is able to save our souls; and ground our.
selves on the sure rock, Christ, For (as the Apostle saith) other
foundation can no man lay, besides that which is laid already,
which i8 Jesus Christ. If any man build on this foundation gold,
silver, precious stones, timber, hay, stubble, every man’s work
shall appear; for the day shall declare it, and it shall be shewed
in the fire, and the fire shall try every man’s work what it is. If
any man’s work, that he hath builded upon, abide, he shall receive
a reward : if any man’s work burn, he shall suffer loss, but he
shall be safe himself; nevertheless, yet as it were through fire.
By fire here doth the Apostle understand persecution and trouble.
For they which do truly preach and profess the word of God
(which is called the word of the cross), shall be railed upon,
abhorred, hated, thrust out of company, persecuted, and tried in
the furnace of adversity, as gold and silver are tried in the fire.

. By gold, silver, and precious stones, he understandeth them that
" in the midst of persecution abide stedfast in the word: by timber,

hay, and stubble, are meant such as in time of persecution do fall
away from the truth; and when Christ doth purge his floor with
the wind of adversity, these scatter away from the face of the
earth like light chaff, which shall be burned with unquenchable
fire. If they then which do believe, do in time of persecution
stand stedfastly in the truth, the builder (I mean the preacher of
the word) shall receive a reward, and the work shall be preserved
and saved : but if so be that they go back and swerve when
persecution ariseth, the builder shall suffer loss, that is to say,
shall lose his labour and cost; but yet he shall be saved, if he,
being tried in the fire of persecution, do abide fast in the faith.
Wherefore, my beloved, give diligent heed, that ye as living
stones be builded upon this sure rock, and be made a spiritual
house and a holy priesthood, for to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable unto God by Jesus Christ. For we are the true
temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in us, if so be
that we continue in the doctrine of the gospel. We are also an holy
and royal priesthood, for to offer up spiritual sacrifices and obla-
tions. For the sacrifices of the new Testament are spiritual, and of
three manners: the first is the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
which St. Paul doth call the fruits of those lips which confess
the name of God ; the second ismercy towards our neighbour, asthe
prophet Osee saith, I will have mercy and not sacrifice, (read the
25th chap. of Matthew); the third is when we make our body a quick
sacrifice, holy, and acceptable unto God; that is, when we
mortify and kill our fleshly concupiscences and carnal Justs, and so
bring our flesh, through the help of the Spirit, under the obe-
dience of God's holy law. This is a sacrifice to God most
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acceptable, which the apostle calleth our reasonable serving of
God. And let us be sure that, unless we do now at this present
take better heed to ourselves, and use thankfully the grace of God
offered to us by the gospel-preaching these years past, where-
by we are induced and brought to the knowledge of the truth,

unless (I say) we keep Christ and his holy word dwelling Ephes.s.

by faith in the house and temple of our hearts, the same

thing that Christ threateneth unto the Jews shall happen ya. .

unto us : that is, to wit, the unclean spirit of ignorance, super-
stition, idolatry, and infidelity or unbelief, the mother and head
of all vices (which by the grace of God was cast out of
us), bringing with him seven other spirits worse than himself,
shall, to our utter destruction, return again unto us; and so shall we

be in a worse case than ever we were before. For if we, after we 1¥et.z.

have escaped from the filthiness of the world through the know-
ledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, be yet tangled
therein again and overcome, then is the latter end worse than the
beginning ; and it had been better for us not to have known the
way of righteousness, than, after we have known it, to turn from
the holy commandment given unto us; for it happeneth then unto

us according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his vomit Pror. 2.

again, and the sow that was washed to wallowing in the mire.
And thus to continue and persevere in infidelity, and to kick
against the manifest and known truth, and so to die without
repentance, and with a despair of the mercy of God in Jesus
Christ, is to sin against the Holy Ghost; which shall not be
forgiven, neither in this world, neither in the world to come,
For it is not possible (saith St. Paul), that they which were
once lighted, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were
become partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted of the good
word of God, and the power of the world to come, if they
fall away, should be renewed again by repentance ; forasmuch as
they have (as concerning themselves) crucified the Sun of God
again, making a mocking of him. St, Paul's meaning in this
place is, that they that believe truly and unfeignedly God’s word,
do continue and abide stedfast in the known truth. If any
therefore fall away from Christ and his word, it is a plain token
that they were but dissembling hypocrites, for all their fair faces
outwardly, and never believed truly; as Judas, Simon Magus,
Demas, Hymeneus, Philetus, and others were, which all fell away
from that known verity, and made a mock at Christ ; which
St. Paul doth call here, to crucify Christ anew, because that they,
turning to their old vomit again, did most blasphemously tread
the benefits of Christ’s death and passion under their feet They
that are such can in no wise be renewed by repentance : for their
repentance is fleshly, as the repentance of Cain, Saul, and Judas
was ; which, being without godly comfort, breedeth desperation
unto death. These are not of the number of the elect: and, as
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St. John doth say, they went out from us, but they were not of
us ; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with
us unto the end. Also the apostle saith in another place, If we
sin willingly, after that we have received the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin, but a fearful
looking for judgment, and violent fire which shall devour the
adversaries. They sin willingly, which of a set malice and purpose
do withhold the truth in unrighteousness and lying, kicking against
the manifest and open known truth; which, although they do
perfectly know that in all the world there is none other sacrifice
for sin, but only that omnisufficient sacrifice of Christ’s death,
yet notwithstanding, they will not commit themselves wholly
unto it, but rather despise it, allowing other sacrifices for sin,
invented by the imagination of man, as we see by daily
experience : unto whom, if they abide still in their wickedness
and sin, remaineth a most horrible and dreadful judgment. This
is that sin unto death, for which St John would not that a
man should pray.

‘Wherefore, my dearly beloved in Christ, let us (on whom the
ends of the world are come) take diligent heed unto ourselves,
that now in these last and perilous times, in the which the devil is
come down, and hath great wrath, because he knoweth his time
is but short, and whereof the prophets, Christ, and the apostles
have so much spoken and given us so earnest forewarning, we
withhold not the truth in unrighteousness; believing, doing, or
speaking any thing against our knowledge and conscience, or
without faith. For if we do so, for what cause so ever it be, it
is a wilful and obatinate infidelity, and a sin unto death : as our
Saviour Christ saith, If ye believe not, ye shall die in your sins.
For unless we hold fast the word of life, both believing it, and
also bring forth fruit worthy of repentance, we shall, with the
unprofitable fig-tree which did but cumber the ground, be cut
down, and our talent taken from us, and given unto another that
shall put it to a better use; and we, through our own unthankfulness
put from the mercy of God, shall never be able to pay our debts,
that is to say, we shall altogether be lost and undone. For the
earth that drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and
bringeth forth herbs meet for them that dress it, receiveth
blessing of God; but that ground that beareth thorns and briars
is reproved, and is nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be burned.
Nevertheless, dear friends, we trust to see better of you, and
such things as accompany salvation; and that ye, being that
ground watered with moistness of God’s word plenteously preached
among you, will witb a good heart hear the word of God and
keep it, bringing forth fruit with patience, and be none of those for-
getful and hypocritish hearers, which, (although they hear the word,
yet the devil cometh and catcheth away that which was sown in the
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heart,) either having no root in themselves, endure but a season,
and as soon as tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the
word, by and by they are offended, either’ with the cares of this ler
world, and deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and so are
unfruitful. Read the parable of the sower; and among other
things note and mark, that the most part of the hearers of God’s
word are but hypocrites, and hear the word without any fruit or
profit, vea, only to their greater condemnation; for only the
fourth part of the seed doth bring forth fruit. Therefore let not
us that be ministers, or professors and followers of God’s word,
be discouraged, though that very few do credit and follow the
doctrine of the Gospel, and be saved.

‘Whosoever therefore hath ears to hear, let him hear: for s u.
whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have abun-
dance ; but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away
that he hath. That is to say, they that have a desire of righteous-
ness and of the truth, shall be more and more illuminated of God :
on the contrary part, they that do not covet after righteousness
and truth, are more hardened and blinded, though they seem unto
themselves most wise. For God doth here follow an example of
a loving father, which, when he seeth that fatherly love and
correction doth not help towards his children, useth another way.

He ceaseth to be beneficial unto them, and to minister unto them
fatherly correction ; he giveth them over unto themselves, suffer-

ing them to live as they lust themselves. But we trust to see Heb.c.
better of you, my dearly beloved ; and that ye like Gadarenites, Mat. =
for fear to lose your worldly substance or other delights of this

life, will not banish away Christ and his Gospel from among you : 4 '*
but that ye with all diligence of mind will receive the word of God,
taught you by such ministers, as now, when persecution ariseth
because of the word, are not ashamed of the testimony of our sTim.1.
Lord Jesus, but are content to suffer adversity with the Gospel, # Ti=-*
and therein to suffer trouble as evil doers, even unto bonds. And

if ye refuse thus to do, your own blood will be upon your own Actsis
heads. And as ye have had plenteous preaching of the Gospel,
more than other have had; so shall ye be sure, if ye repent not,

and bring forth fruits worthy of repentance, to be sorer plagued

and to receive greater vengeance at God’s hand than others; and

the kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and be given to
another nation, which will bring forth the fruits thereof.

Wherefore, my dearly beloved in Christ, take good heed to
yourselves, and ponder well in your minds, how fearful and
horrible a thing it is to fall into the hands of the living God.

And see that ye receive not the word of God in vain; but con- scor.s.
tinually labour in faith, and declare your faith by your good samess.
works, which are infallible witnesses of the true justifying faith, .
which is never idle, but worketh by charity. Give yourselves, I 6.5
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say, continually to all manner of good works. Amongst the
which the chiefest are, to be obedient to the magistrates, since
they are the ordinance of God, whether they be good or evil;
unless they command idolatry and ungodliness, that is to say,
things contrary unlo true religion; for then ought we to say,
with Peter, We ought more to obey God than man. But in any
wise we must beware of tumult, insurrection, rebellion, or resist-
ance. The weapon of a christian man in this matter, ought to be
the sword of the Spirit, which is God’s word ; and prayer, coupled
with humility and due submission, with readiness of heart rather
to die than to do any ungodliness. Christ also doth teach us
that all power is of God, yea, even the power of the wicked, which
God causeth oftentimes to rage for our sins, and disobedience
towards him and his word. Whosoever then doth resist any
power, doth resist the ordinance of God, and so purchase to
himself utter destruction and undoing. We must also by all
means be promoters of unity, peace, and concord. ~'We must
honour and reverence princes and all that be authority, and prey
for them, and be diligent to set forth their profit and commodity.
Secondly, we must obey our parents, or them that be in ther
rooms, and be careful for our households, that they be provided and
fed, not only with bodily food, but much rather with spiritual food,
which is the word of God. Thirdly, we must serve our neigh-
bours by all means we can, remembering well the saying of Christ,
Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye likewise
unto them ; for this is the law and the prophets. Fourthly, we
must diligently exercise the necessary work of prayer for all
estates ; knowing that God therefore hath so much commanded
it, and hath made so great promises unto it, and doth so well
accept it. After these works we must learn to know the cross,
and what affection and mind we must bear towards our adver-
saries and enemies, whatsoever they be; to suffer all adversities
and evil patiently; to pray for them that hurt, persecute, and
trouble us. And by thus wusing ourselves, we shall obtain 2
hope and certainty of our vocation, that we be the elect children
of God.

And thus I commend you, brethren, unto God, and to the word
of his grace, which is able to build further, and give you an in-
heritance among all them which are sanctified; beseeching you
to help Master Saunders and me your late pastors, and all them
that be in bonds for the Gospel's sake, with your prayers to God
for us, that we may be delivered from all them that believe not,
and from unreasonable and froward men; and that this our im-
prisonment and affliction may be to the glory and profit of our
christian brethren in the world, and that Christ may be magnified

« in our bodies, whether it be by death or by life. Amen. —Salute

from me all the faithful brethren ; and because I write not several
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letters to them, let them either read or hear these my letters,
The grace of our Lord be with you all. Amen.
The 28th of June, by the unprofitable servant of Jesus Christ,
and now also his prisoner,
George Marsh.
Save yourselves from this untoward generation. Pray, pray, 4**
pray : never more need.

To certain of His Vearlp belobey JFriends,
Dwelling at Manchester, in Lancashire.

Grace be with you and peace, from God our Father, and from
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

After salutations in Christ to you, with thanks for your friendly
remembrances of me, desiring and wishing unto you, not only in
my letters but also in my daily prayers, such consolation in spirit,
and taste of heavenly treasures, that ye may thereby continually
work in faith, labour in love, persevere in hope, and be patient in
all your tribulations and persecutions, even unto the end and
glorious coming of Christ; these shall be earnestly to exhort and
beseech you in Christ, that, as ye have received the Lord Jesus, co.#
even so to walk, rooted in him : and not to be afraid of any terror euu. =
of your adversaries, be they never o many and mighty, and you 1 petera.
on the other side never so few and weak; for the battle is the puy, 10,
Lord's. And as, in times past, God was with Abraham, Moses, Lukeu.
Isaac, David, the Maccabees, and other, and fought for them, and
delivered all their enemies into their hands; even so hath he
promised to be with us also unto the world’s end, and s0 tO Mt .
assist, strengthen, and help us, that no man shall be able to
withstand us. For as I was with Moses, so will I be with thee Johuat.
(saith God), and neither leave thee nor forsake thee. Be strong
and bold, neither fear nor dread; for the Lord thy God is with
thee, whithersoever thou goest. Now if God be on our side, Rom.s.
who can be against us? In this our spiritual warfare is no man
overcome, unless he traitorously leave and forsake his Captain,
either cowardly cast away his weapons, or willingly yield himself
to his enenies, either fearfully turn his back and fly. 1or

Be strong therefore in the Lord, dear brethren, and in the Em.e
power of his might; and put on all the armour of God, that ye
may be able to stand stedfast against the crafty assaults of the
devil, Now what weapons ye must fight withal, learn of St.,, ,,
Paul, a champion both much exercised, and also most valiant and 1=
invincible. For we must think none other, but that the life of 4=='*
man is a perpetual warfare upon earth ; as the examples of all .
godly men throughout all ages do declare. The valiant warrior
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St. Paul, being delivered from the hands of the ungodly, and that
g0 many times, and from so many extreme perils and dangers of
death, as he himself doth witness, is fain to commit himself in the
end to the rough waters of the sea, where he was in great peril
and jeopardy of his own life. Yet was God always (to the great
comfort of all that hear of it) most ready to comfort and succour
him, and gloriously delivered him out of all his troubles ; so that
no man that did invade him could do him any harm, and in the
end he was compelled to say, I have finished my course, the
time of my departing is at hand, I long to be loosed and to be
with Christ, which thing is best of all, most heartily desiring death.
These things be written for our learning and comfort; and be to
us a sure obligation,' that, if we submit ourselves to God and his
holy word, no man shall be able to hurt us; and that he wil
deliver us from all troubles, yea, even from death also, until such
time as we covet and desire to die.

Let us, therefore, run with patience unto the battle that is set
before us, and look unto Jesus the captain and finisher of our faith,
and after his example, for the reward’s sake that is set out unto
us, patiently bear the cross and despise the shame; for all that
will live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution. Christ is
no sooner baptized, and declared to the world tu be the Son of
God, but Satan is by and by ready to tempt him. Which thing
we must look for also : yea, the more we shall increase in faith
and virtuous living, the more strongly will Satan assault us;
whom we must learn, after the example of Christ, to fight against
and overcome with the holy and sacred Scriptures and word of
God, which is our heavenly armour and sword of the Spirit.
And let the fasting of Christ, while he was tempted in the wilder-
ness, be unto us an example of sober living, not for the space of
forty days (as the papists do fondly fancy of their own brains),
but as long as we are in the wilderness of this wretched life,
assaulted of Satan, who like a roaring lion walketh about, and
ceaseth not seeking our utter destruction; neither can the ser-
vants of Gud at any time come and stand before God, that is,
lead a godly life and walk innocently before God, but Satan
cometh also among them; that is, he daily accuseth, findeth
fault, vexeth, persecuteth, and troubleth the godly; for it is the
nature and property of the devil always to do harm and to hurt,
unless he be forbidden of God; for unless God do permit him,
he can do nothing at all, no not so much as enter into a filthy
hog; but we are more of price than many hogs before God, if
we cleave unto his Son by faith. Let us, therefore, knowing
Satan’s deceits and rancour, walk the more warily ; and take unto
us the shield of faith, wherewith we may be able to quench and
overcome all the fiery and deadly darts of the wicked. Let us
take to us the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
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which is the word of God, and to learn to use the same according
to the example of our grand captain Christ. Let us fast and Mat.«.
pray continually ; for this frantic kind of devils goeth not out M= '™
otherwise, as Christ doth teach us, but by faithful pravers and
fasting, which is true abstinence and soberness of living, if we use
the same according to the doctrine of the Gospel and word of
God. Fasting is acceptable to God, if it be done without
hypocrisy ; that is to say, if we use it to this intent, that thereby
this mortal body and disobedient carcase may be tamed, and
brought under the subjection of the Spirit; and again, if we fast
to this intent, that we may spare wherewith to help and succour
our poor needy brethren. This fast do the true christians use all
the days of their life ; although among the common sort of people
remaineth yet still that superstitious kind of fasting, which God
so earnestly reproveth by his prophet Esay. For as for true ™%
chastening of the body, and abstaining from  vice, with shewing
mercy towards our needy neighbours, we will neither understand
nor hear of ; but still think, with the Jews, that we do God a great
pleasure when we fast, and that we then fast when we abstain
from one thing, and fill our bellies with another. And verily in
this point doth our superstition much exceed the superstition of
the Jews ; for we never read that they ever took it for a fast to
abstain from flesh, and to eat either fish or white meat, as they
call it.

To fasting and prayer must be joined alms, and mercy towards
the poor and needy. And that our alms may be acceptable unto
God, three things are chiefly required. First, that we give with
a cheerful and joyful heart, for the Lord loveth a cheerful giver, *€e=*
Secondly, that we give liberally, putting aside all niggardship;
knowing that he that soweth little shall reap little, and he that
soweth plentifully shall reap plentifully. Let every man therefore
do according as he is able. The poorest caitiff in the world may
give as great and acceptable an alms in the sight of God, as the
richest man in the world can do. The poor widow that did offer Mark 2.
but two mites, which make a farthing, did highly please Christ,
insomuch that he affirmed with an oath, that she of her penury
had added more to the offerings of God, than all the rich men,
which of their superfluity had cast in very much.  For if there be
first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath,
and not according to that a man hath not. Thirdly, we must
give without hypocrisy and ostentation, not seeking the praise of
men, or our own glory or profit. And although the Scriptures
in some places make mention of a reward to our alms and other
good works, yet ought we not to think that we do merit or
deserve any thing; but rather we ought to acknowledge, that
God of his mere mercy rewardeth in us his own gifts. For what
hath he that giveth alms, that he hath not received? He then
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that giveth unto a poor man any manner of thing, giveth not of
his own, but of those goods which he hath received of God.
‘What hast thou, saith the Apostle, that thon hast not received?
If thou hast received it, why rejoicest thou, as though thou hadst
not received it ?

This sentence ought to be had in remembrance of all men; for
if we have nothing but that which we have received, what can we
deserve ! or what need we to dispute and reason of our own
merits 7 It cometh of the free gift of God, that we live, that we
love God, that we walk in his fear; where is our deserving then?

‘We must also in this our spiritual warfare arm ourselves with
continual prayer, a very necessary, strong, and invincible weapon;
and, after the example of Christ and all other godly men, cry
heartily unto God in faith, in all our distresses and anguishes.
Let us go boldly to the seat of grace, where we shall be sure to
receive mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. For now
is pride and persecution increased ; now is the time of destruction
and wrathful displeasure.

‘Wherefore, my dear brethren, be ye fervent in the law of God;
and jeopard ye your lives, if need shall so require, for the testa-
ment of the fathers ; and so shall ye receive great honour, and an
everlasting name. Remember Abraham; was not he found
faithful in temptation, and it was reckoned unto him for righteous-
ness? Joseph in time of his trouble kept the commandment, and
was made a lord of Egypt. Phineas was so fervent for the
honour of God, that he obtained the covenant of an everlasting
priesthood. Joshua, for fulfilling the word of God, was made
the captain of Israel. Caleb bare record before the congregation,
and received an heritage. David also, in his merciful kindness,
obtained the throne of an everlasting kingdom. Elias, being
zealous and fervent in the law, was taken up into heaven.
Anpanias, Azarias, and Misael remained stedfast in the faith, and
were delivered out of the fire. In like manner Daniel, being
unguilty, was saved from the mouth of the lions. And thus ye
may consider throughout all ages since the world began, that
whogoever put their trust in God were not overcome. Fear not
ye then the words of ungodly men ; for their glory is but dung
and worms. To-day are they set up, and to-morrow are they
gone ; for they are turned into earth, and their memorial cometh
to nought. Wherefore let us take good hearts unto us, and quit
ourselves like men in the law; for if we do the things that are
commanded us in the law of the Lord our God, we shall obtain
great honour therein.

Beloved in Christ, let us not faint because of affliction, where-
with God trieth all them that are sealed unto life everlasting ; for
the only way into the kingdom of God, is through much tribula-
tion. For the kingdom of heaven (as God teacheth us by his
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prophet Esdras) is like a city builded and set upon a broad field, sEwr.7
and full of all good things; but the entrance is narrow and sud-
den, full of sorrow and travail, perils, and labours, like as if there
were a fire at the right hand, and a deep water at the left, and as
it were one strait path between them both, so small that there
could but one man go there. If this city now were given to an
heir, and he never went through the perilous way, how would he
receive his inheritance? Wherefore seeing we are in this narrow
and strait way, which leadeth unto the most joyful and pleasant
city of everlasting life, let us not stagger, either turn back, being
afraid of the dangerous and perilous way, but follow our Captain
Jesus Christ in the narrow and strait way, and be afraid of
nothing, no not even of death itself; for it is he that must lead
us to our journey’s end, and open us the door unto everlasting
life. Consider also the course of this world; how many there be
which for their master’s sake, or for a little promotion’s sake,
would adventure their lives in worldly affairs, as commonly in
wars, and yet is their reward but light and transitory, and ours
is unspeakable, great, and everlasting. They suffer pains to be
made lords on the earth for a short season; how much more
ought we to endure like pains (yea, peradventure, much less), to be
made kings in heaven for evermore? Consider also the wicked
of this world, which for a little pleasure’s sake, or to be avenged
on their enemies, will fight with sword and weapons, and put
themselves in danger of imprisonment and hanging. So much as
virtue is better than vice, and God mightier than the devil, so
much ought we to excel them in this our spiritual battle. And
seeing, brethren, it hath pleased God to set me, and that most
worthy minister of Christ, John Bradford your countryman, in
the forefront of this battle, where for the time is most danger;
I beseech you all in the bowels of Christ, to help us, and all others
our fellow-soldiers standing in like perilous place, with your
prayers to God for us, that we may quit ourselves like men in the
Lord, and give some example of boldness and constancy, mingled
with patience in the fear of God; that ye and others our brethren,
through our example, may be so encouraged and strengthened to
follow us, that ye also may leave example to your weak brethren
in the world to follow you. Amen.

Consider what I say: the Lord give us understanding in all srim. s.
things. Brethren, the time is short: it remaineth that ye use this ! Cor7-
world as though ye used it not: for the fashion of this world
vanisheth away. See that ye love not the world, neither the 1domns
things that are in the world; but set your affections on heavenly
things, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Be meek
and long-suffering; serve and edify one another, with the gift
that God hath given you. Beware of strange doctrine; lay aside
the old conversation of greedy lusts, and walk in a new life,



524 LETTER OF

Beware of all uncleanness, covetousness, foolish talking, false
doctrine, and drunkenness; rejoice and be thankful towards God,
and submit yourselves one to another. Cease from sin; spend
no more time in vice; be sober, and apt to pray; be patient in
trouble, love each other, and let the glory of God and profit of
your neighbours be the only mark you shoot at in all your doings.
Repent ye of the life that is past, and take better heed to your
doings hereafter. And above all things cleave ye fast to him,
who was delivered to death for our sins, and rose again for our
justification. To whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, be
all honour and rule for evermore. Amen.

Salute from me in Christ all others which love us in the faith,
and at your discretion make them partakers of these letters; and
pray ye all for me, and other in bonds for the Gospel, that the
same God, which by his grace hath called us from wicked papistry
unto true Christianity, and now of love proveth our patience by
persecution, will of his mercy and favour in the end gloriously
deliver us, either by death or by life, to his glory. Amen.

At Lancaster, the 30th of August, 1554 ; by me, an unprofitable
servant and prisoner of Christ, :
: George Marsh.

A Copp of a Ietter furitten by Stephen Cotton
To his brother John Cotton, declaring how he was beaten of Bonner.

Brother, in the name of the Lord Jesus, I commend me unto
you; and I do heartily thank you for your godly exhortation and
counsel, in your last letter declared to me. And albeit I do
perceive by your letter you are informed, that, as we are divers
persons in number, so are we of contrary sects, conditions, and
opinions, contrary to that good opinion you had of us at youw
last being with us in Newgate; be you most assured, good
brother in the Lord Jesus, that we are all of one mind, one
faith, one assured hope in our Lord Jesus, whom I trust we
all together with one spirit, one brotherly love, do daily call upon
for mercy and forgiveness of our sins, with earnest repentance of
our former lives; and by whose precious blood-shedding we trust
to be saved only, and by no other means. Wherefore, good
brother, in the name of the Lord, seeing these impudent people
whose minds are altogether bent to wickedness, envy, unchari-
tableness, evil-speaking, do go about to slander us with untruth,
believe them not, neither let their wicked sayings once enter into
your mind. And I trust one day to see you again, although now
I am in God’s prison, which is a joyful school to them that love .
their Lord and God; and to me, being a simple scholar, most ‘
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joyful of all. Good brother, once again I do, in the name of
our Lord Jesus, exhort you to pray for me, that I may fight
strongly in the Lord’s battle, to be a good soldier to my captain
Jesus Christ our Lord ; and desire my sister also to do the same;
and do not ye mourn or lament for me, but be ye glad and joyful-
of this my trouble. For I trust to be loosed.out of this dungeon
shortly, and to go to everlasting joy, which never shall have end.

I heard how ye were with the commissioners for me, and how ye
were suspected to he one of our company. I pray you, sue no
more for me, good brother. But one thing I shall desire you—to
be at my departing out of this life, that you may bear witness
with me that I shall die (I trust in God) a true Christian, and, I
hope, all my companions in the Lord our God; and therefore
believe not these evil-disposed people, who are the authors of all
untruth. [ pray you provide for me a long shirt, against the day
of our deliverance: for the shirt you gave me last, I have given
it to one of my companions, who had more need than I'; and as
for the money and meat you sent us, the bishop’s servants
delivered none to us, neither he whom you had so great trust in.
Brother, there is none of them to trust to; for qualis magister,
talis servus.’ Ihave been twice beaten, and threatened to be beaten ! i%¢
again, by the bishop himself. I suppose we shall go into the like man
country to Fulham, to the bishop’s house, and there be arraigned.

I would have you to hearken as much as you can; for when we
shall go, it shall be suddenly done. Thus fare ye well. From the
coalhouse, this present Friday.—Your brother,

Stephen Cotton.

A Hetter of Bichard Bothe,

Burnt at Islington, to certain condemned at Colchester, and ready to
die for the Lord's cause ; written with his own blood.

Oh, dear brethren and sisters, how much have you to rejoice in
God, that he hath given you such faith to prevail against these
blood-thirsty tyrannies thus far; and no doubt he that hath begun
that good work in you, will fulfil it unto the end. Oh, dear
hearts in Christ, what a crown of glory shall ye receive with
Christ in the kingdom of God. Oh that it had been the good
will of God, that I had been ready to have gone with you; for I
lie in my lord’s little-ease in the day, and in the night I
lie in the coalhouse, from' Ralph Allerton, or any other. And we j4pu
look every day when we shall be condemned: for he said that I/rom
should be burned within ten days before Easter; but I lie still at
the pool’s brink, and every man goeth in hefore me. But we
.abide patiently the Lord’s leisure, with many bands, in fetters
and stocks, by the which we have received great joy in God.
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And now fare you well, dear brethren and sisters, in this world;
but I trust to see you in the heaven, face to face. Oh, brother
Munt, with your wife and my dear sister Rose, oh how blessed
are you in the Lord, that God hath found you worthy to suffer
for his sake—with all the rest of my dear brethren and sisters,
known and unknown. Oh, be joyful, even unto death ; fear it not,
saith Christ, for [ have overcome death. Oh, dear hearts, seeing
that Jesus Christ will be our help, tarry ye the Lord’s leisure.
Be strong, let your hearts be of good comfort, and wait you stil
for the Lord. He is at hand ; yea, the angel of the Lord pitcheth
his tent round about them that fear him, and delivereth them
which way he seeth best; for our lives are in the Lord’s hands,
and they can do nothing unto us before God suffer them:
therefore give all thanks to God. Oh, my dear hearts, now shall
you be clothed with long white garments upon the Mount Sion,
with the multitude of saints, and with Jesus Christ our Saviour,
which will never forsake us. Oh, blessed virgins, ye have played
the wise virgins’ part, in that ye have taken oil in your lamps,
that ye may enter with the bridegroom, when he cometh, into the
everlasting joy. But as for the foolish, they shall be shut out,
because they made not themselves ready to suffer with Christ,
neither go about to take up his cross. Oh how precious shall
your death be in the sight of the Lord; for dear is the death of
his saints. Farewell, mine own dear hearts, and pray. The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen, amen.
Pray, pray, pray. .
. By me, Richard Rothe,
written with mine own blood.

The Topp of a Letter,

Written and cast out of the Castle of Canterbury, by the prisoners
there in bands for God's word ; declaring how the papists went about
to famish them to death: of the which company, Xﬂ ve were famished
amongst them already.

Be it known unto all men that shall read or hear read these
our letters, that we, the poor prisoners of the Castle of Canter-
bury for God’s truth, are kept and lie in cold irons, and our

wereive keeper will not suffer any meat to be brought to us to comfort us.
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son, whose

Clark,

Dunston

Chetien.
en W.

er, A,
Pomm
Joh:

n
Archer,

- __ any other food, the said keeper will charge them that so bring us
anv thing, except money or raiment, to carry it with them again;
or else if he do receive any food of any for us, he keepeth it for
himself, and he and his servants do spend it, so that we have
nothing thereof. And thus the keeper withholdeth and keepeth
away our victuals from us, insomuch that there are four of us,
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prisoners there for God’s truth, famished already. And thus is it
his mind to famish us all: and we think he is appointed of the
bishops and priests, and also of the justices so to famish us; and
not only us of the said Castle, but all other prisoners in other
prisons for the like cause to be also famished. Notwithstanding,
we write not these our letters to the intent we might not afford’ | be con-
to be famished for the Lord Jesus’ sake: but for this cause and
intent ; that they, having no law so to famish us in prison, should
not do it privily, but that the murderer’s hearts should be openly
known to all the world, that all men may know of what church
they are, and who is their father.

Out of the Castle of Canterbury.

A Hetter of that true Pastor any worthy Martpr, Boctor Wivlep;

Wherein you may see the singular zeal he had to the glory of God, and
the furtherance of his Gospel: written to Master Cheke, in King
Edward’s days, and here placed as it came to our hands.

Master Cheke, I wish you grace and peace. Sir, in God's
cause, for God’s sake, and in his name, I beseech you of your
help and furtherance towards God's word. I did talk with you
of late, what case I was in concerning my chaplains. I have
gotten the good will and grant (to be with me,) of three preachers,
men of good learning, and, as I am persuaded, of excellent
virtue ; which are able, both with life and learning, to set forth
God’s word in London, and in the whole diocese of the same,
where is most need of all parts in England; for from thence
goeth example, as you know, into all the rest of the King’s
Majesty’s whole realm. The men’s names be these. Master
Grindall, whom you know to be a man of virtue and learning.
Master Bradford, a man by whom (as I am assurdly informed)
God hath and doth work wonders, in setting forth of his word.
The third is a preacher, the which, for detecting and confuting of
the Anabaptists and papists in Essex, both by his preaching and
by his writing, is enforced now to bear Christ’s cross. The two
first be scholars in the University. The third is as poor as either
of the other twain. Now there is fallen a prebend in Paul’s
called Cantrells, by the death of one Layton. This prebend is
an honest man’s living, of thirty four pounds and better in the
king’s books. 1 would with all my heart give it unto Master
Grindall; and so I should have him continually with me, and in
my diocese, to preach.

But alas, Sir, I am letted® by the means (I fear me) of such 2 hinder-
as do not fear God. One Master William Thomas, one of the
clerks to the Council, hath in times past set the Council upon
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me, to have me to grant that Layton might have alienated the
said prebend unto him and his heirs for ever. God was mine aid
and defender, that I did not consent unto his ungodly enterprise.
Yet I was so then handled before the Council, that I granted
that whensoever it should fall, I should not give it, before I
should make the king’s Majesty privy unto it and of acknowledge,
before the collation of it. Now Layton is departed, and the
prebend is fallen, and certain of the Council (no doubt, by this
ungodly man’s means,) have written unto me to stay the
collation. And whereas he despaireth that ever I would assent
that a preacher’s living should be bestowed on him, he hath
procured letters unto me, subscribed with certain of the Council’s
hands, that now the king’s Majesty hath determined it unto the
furniture’ of his highness’ stable. Alas, Sir, this is a heavy
hearing. When papistry was taught, there was nothing too little
for the teachers. When the bishop gave his benefices unto
idiots, unlearned, ungodly, for kindred, for pleasure, for service,
and other worldly respects, all was then well ajlowed. Now,
where a poor living is to be given unto an excellént clerk, a man
known and tried to have both discretion and also virtue, and
such a one as, before God, I do not know a man yet unplaced and
unprovided for more meet, to set forth God’s word in all
England; when a poor living (I say) which is founded for &
preacher is to be given unto such a man, that then an ungodly
person shall procure in this. sort, letters to stop and let’ the same,
alas, Master Cheke, this seemeth unto me to be a right heavy
hearing. Is this the fruit of the Gospel? Speak, Master Cheke,
speak, for God’s sake, in God’s cause, unto whomsoever you
think you may do any good withal. And if you will not speak,
then I beseech you, let these my letters speak unto Master Gates,
to Master Wroth, to Master Cecil, whom all I do take for men
that do fear God.

It was said here constantly my Lord Chamberlain to have
been departed. Sir, though the day be delayed, yet he hath no
pardon of long life : and therefore I do beseech his good lordship,
and so many as shall read these letters, if they fear God, to help
that neither horse, neither yet dog, be suffered to devour the
poor livings appointed and founded by godly ordinance to the
ministers of God’s word. The causes of conscience, which do
move me to speak and write thus, are not only those which I
declared once in the cause of this prebend hefore the king's
Majesty’s Council, which now I let pass: but also now the man
Master Grindal, unto whom I would give this prebend, doth
move me very much; for he is a man known to be both of virtue,
honesty, discretion, wisdom, and learning. And besides all this,
I have a better opinion of the king’s Majesty’s honourable
Council, than (although some of them have subscribed, at this
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their clerk’s crafty and ungodly suit, to such a letter) than, I say,

they will let,’ and not suffer, after request made unto them, the 1hinder
living appointed and founded for a preacher, to be bestowed upon

so honest and well a learned man.

. Wherefore for God’s sake, I beseech you all, help that, with the
favour of the Council, I may have knowledge of the king’s
Majesty’s good pleasure, to give this preacher’s living unto Master
Grindal. Of late, there have been letters directed from the
king’s Majesty and his honourable Council unto all the bishops,
whereby we be charged and commanded, both in our own
persons, and also to cause our preachers and ministers, especially
to cry out against the insatiable serpent of covetousness, whereby
is said to be such a greediness amongst the people, that each one
goeth about to devour other; and to threaten them with God’s
grievous plagues, both now presently thrown upon them, and
that shall be likewise in the world to come. Sir, what preachers
shall I get to open and set forth such matters, and so as the
king’s Majesty and the Council do command them to be set
forth, if either ungodly men, or unreasonable beasts, be suffered
to pull away and devour the good and godly learned preachers’
livings ? Thus I wish you,in God, ever well to face and to help
Christ’s cause, as you would have help of him at your most need.
From Fulham this present, the 23rd of July, 1551.

Your’s in Christ,
Nicholas London.

A Letter of Cuthbert Simgon to certain of his Frienvs,

Concerning his Racking and other cruel torments which
he suffered in the Tower.

The 13th day of December, I was sent to the Tower; and on
the Thursday after, I was called into the warehouse before the
Constable of the Tower and the Recorder of London, Master
Cholmeley. They commanded me to tell them, whom I did will Thls En-
to come to the English service. I answered, I would declare & alles
nothing. Then was I set in an engine of iron, for the space of & “g; i
three hours, as I judged. After that, they asked me if I would me hody
tell them. I answered as before. Then was I loosed, and carried dougll;d
to my lodging again. On the Sunday after, I was brought into teing *
the same place again before the lieutenant, being also constable, and f:;:ds e
the recorder of London, and they examined me. As before Iﬁ‘;;';‘m aad
bad said, I answered. Then the licutenant sware by God, I hee
should tell. Then did they bind my two forefingers together, and gf 'c“;n
put 2 small arrow betwixt them, and drew it through so fast that you;::i
the blood followed, and the arrow brake. Then they racked me ook of

twice. After that was I carried to my lodging again ; and ten Foloisst.
24
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"days after, the lieutenant asked me if I would not confess that
which before they had asked me. I said, I had said as much as I
would. Then five weeks after, he sent me unto the high priest,
where I was greatly assaulted; and at whose hand I received the
pope’s curse, for bearing witness of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. And thus I commend you unto God, and to the word of
his grace, with all them that unfeignedly call upon the name of
Tesus; desiring GOD, of his endless mercy, through the merits of
his dear Son Jesus Christ, to bring us all to his everlasting
kingdom. Amen. I praise God for his great mercy shewed upon
us. Sing Hosanna unto the Highest, with me Cuthbert Simson.
God forgive me my sins. I ask all the world forgiveness, and
I do forgive all the world ; and thus I leave this world, in hope
of a joyful resurrection.
Cuthbert Simson.

Wiritten bp Master Braviory,
In a New Testament of a friend of his.

This book is called Sermo Crucis, the word of the cross, because
the cross doth always accompany it: so that if you will be a
student hereof, you must needs prepare yourself to the cross,
which you began to learn before you learned your Alphabet ; and
Christ requireth it of every one that will be his disciple, therein
not swerving from the common trade of callings or vocations;
for no profession or kind of life wanteth his cross. So that they
are far overseen, which think that the profession of the Gospel,
which the devil most envieth, the world most hateth, and the
flesh most repineth at, can be without a cross. Let us therefore
pray, that God would enable us to take up our cross by denying
ourselves. E carcere, 18 February, 1555.

John Bradford.

A Hetter of Madter Thomag Leaber,

Being then in exile for the testimony of God's Gospel, to Master
Bradford, prisoner in the Tower of London.

The grace of God be unto you, with my hearty commenda-
tions.

I have seen the places, noted the doctrine and discipline, and
talked with the learned men, of Argentine, Basil, Zurich, Berne,
Lausanne, and Geneva; and I have had experience in all these
places, of sincere doctrine, godly order, and great learning, and
especially of such virtuous learning, diligence, and charity in
Bullinger at Zurich, and in Calvin at ‘Geneva, as doth much
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advance God’s glory, unto the edifying of Christ’s church with
the same religion for the which you be now in prison. And as
1 doubt not but you, in reading of their books, have found much
godly and comfortable knowledge; so I am sure that they, in
hearing of your constancy and patience, take occasion greatly to
rejoice, with thanksgiving unto God, which doth testify his truth
unto the world, not only by their writing, but also by your
suffering. The Lord therefore, which useth this your suffering,
joined with godly learning, to set forth his glory, not only unto the
comfort of simple souls in England, but also unto the great
rejoicing and encouraging of the most godly learned men in
all countries, will (as I desire and trust) give you such comfort
in conscience, as shall easily bear the pains of your imprisonment,
If you desire to suffer or do that thing which might testify the
truth, advance the glory, and edify the church of Christ, truly
you have your desire; yea and, I ensure' you, very many godly
men in divers places give daily thanks unto God in prayer for
you.
You know your cause is good; your friends be in favour, and
your adversaries in displeasure with the Almighty God, your
heavenly Father; your suffering for the truth shall not be un-
rewarded ; your hope in Christ shall never be confounded. For
although your bodies be kept within prisons, yet your testimony
unto the truth shineth far abroad in the world ; and your faithful
prayers, in charitable unity joined with many others, be con-
tinually presented afore the throne of God. God grant you
grace to find and use comfortable meditation of his word, in
diligent obedience unto his will. Christ be your keeper in com-
fort. Amen. From Zurich, the 25th of October, by yours faith-
fully in Christ,
Thomas Leaver.

TWigyom, chap. 3.
They are punighed in felv things, but in many things shall thep
be reioared.

e trieth them as the goly in the furnace, any receibeth them as a
burut offering.

Gratia, sancte Pater, tua det, quo infirma ferende
Hee caro victrici nostra sit apta eruci.

Thy FBolp Spivit and grace grant us, @ FFather Vear,
TWYereby fve map be strong thy crods altvap to bear.

LONDON—THOMAS C. JOHNS, Printer, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street.
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