




ASermonfreached hj John Kn In<

Lord in trouble have they I'jf.ted thee, they poured out aprayer when thy
^^^^

chxllmn? )vas upon them, -^
L.^^.-^'V^

.
• The Prophet meancch, that fuch as in the time of quietncfTc, did not

rfghtly regard God, nor his judgements, were compelled by (harp cor- •

rcctions tofeck God, yea, bycryes and dolorous complaints, to vifite

biffl. True it is. That fuch obedience dcferveth fmall praife before men
for who can praife, or accept that in good part, which cometh'as u were
of meer compulfion ^ and yet rare it is, that any of Gods children do
give unfained obedience, untill the iiandof- God turn them •, For if'qtiitt-

neffe and profpcrity, make them not utterly to forget their duty» both
towards God and man, as-D/v/^ forafeafon, yet it maketh them care-

ieflTe, infolcnt, and in many things unraindef all of thofe things that God
chiefly craveth of them -, which impeifedion efpied, and the danger that

thereof might cnfue,our heavenly Father vifiteth the fins of his children,

but in the rod of his mercy , by the which they are moved to return to

their God, to accufc their former negligence, and to promife better obe-
. dience in al I times hereafter •, as T>.'.vid confclleth , fiying. Before Ifell in

tfjUctiorty J went AJlray, but rtow will I keep thy Statutes . -

But yet for the better underftanding of the Prophets minde , we may
confider how God doth vifite man, and how man doth vifite God, and
what difference ^herc is, betwixt the vifitation of God upon the repro-
bate, and his vifitation upon the chofen.

God fometiaies viUceth the reprobate in his hot difpleafare, pouring
upon them his plagues for their long rebellion •, as we have heard before

,

tiiathevifited the proud, and deftroyed the|r memory. Other times,

0od is fiid to vifite his people being in affiidion , to whom he fendeth

comfort, or promife of deliverance, as he did vi fite the kcd of Alrah.rmj,

being oppreited in Eg'^^pt : and Zacbarj faith , That God had vliAttd his

people, and fcnt unto them hope of deliverance, when ^ohn the Baptill,

was borne. But of none of thefe vifitations fpeaketh our Prophet.here,

but of that bnely which we have already touched, to wit, when tliat God
layeth his corre<5biori:upon his own children, tocalltlijEm from the yene-

mous Breads of this corrupt, world, that they fuck not in over-great a-

boundance the poyfon thereof
-,

and doth, as it were, wean them nom
their mothers Paps, that they may learn to receive other nouriihrnent.

True it is, That this weaning (orfpaning, aswetermeit) fit)m worldly
plcafufe, isathing ftrangerothe flefh, and yet it is a thing fo neceiTary

to Gods children , that unlefie they be weaned from the pleafures of the

world, they can never feed upon that delegable Milk of Gods eternally

verity •, For the corruption of the one, doth either hinder the other to be
received, or elfc fo troubleth the whole powers of man, that the foul can
never {odigcft the truth of God, as that he ought tO do.

Albeit this appcarcth hard, yet it is moif evident; For what liquor cafi
^'

we receive from the Breafis-ot the world, but that wbichis in the world,
what that is, the Apoftle ^ohn teacheth, faying ; Whaifoei'cr is in the world^ t joh,,:

if Cither the htfis of the eyes , thi hifts of the fejl) , or tin pride of life^
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A Now feeingthacthefeare not of che Father, but of the vvoild, how can

it be, that our fouls can feed upon chaftitJc, temperance, and humility,

K.^>r%J
£q jQ^g ^ as that our fton:iacks are rcpleniihed with the corruption of

thefe vices <

Now foitis, that willingly, flcfli can never refufc thefe forenamed ,•

but rather ftill delighteth it fclf in every one of them
-, yea, in them all,

as the examples are but too evident

.

It behoveth therefore, that Godhimfelf fliall violently pull hischil-

^dren from thefe venemous breafts, that when they lack the liquor and

poyfon of the one, they may vifite him, and leirn to be nouriflied of

him. Oh if the eyes of worldly Princes fhould be opened, that they

mi"ht fee with what humour and liquor their fouls arc fed , while

that their whole delight confifteth in pride^ ambition, and lufts of the

{linking fledi. Wcunderftand then how God doth vifite men, as well

by his fcvere judgements, as by his mcrcifuUvifitation of deliverance

from trouble, or by bringing trouble upon hi- chofen for their humiliati-

on : And now it refteth to undcrftand how man vifiteth God : Man doth

vifite God, when he appeareth in his prefence- be it to the hearing of

his Word, or to the participation of his Sacraments • as the people of

,, Jfrael^ befides the obfcrvation of their Sabbaths and daily oblations,

were commanded thrice a yecr to prefentthemfelves before the prefence

of the Tabernacle, and as we do, and as often as we prefent our felves to

the hearing of the Word -, for there is the footftool, yea, there is the fice

and throne of Godhimfelf, whcrefoever the Gofpcl of Jcfus Chrift is

truely Preached, and his Sacraments rightly miniftred.

But men may on this fort vifite God hypocritically, for they may
come for the farfiion , they may hear with deaf ears

;
yea, they may

underftand , and yet never determine with themfclvcs to obey that

,

which God rcquireth : And let fuch men be afiiiredjThat he (who fearch-

eth the fecrets of hearts) will be avenged of all fuch. For nothing caa

be to God more odious, then to mock him in his own prefence. Let

every man therefore examine himfelf, with what minde, and what
purpofe, he cometh to hear the Word of God •, yea, with what car he

heareth it, and what tcflimony his heart giveth unto him, when that God
connmandeth vertue, and forbiddcth impiety.

Repined thou when God requireth obedience ^ Thou heareft to

thine own condemnation. Mockeft thou at Gods threatnings c" Thou
fhalt feel the weight and truth of them , albeit too late, when flefli and
blood cannot deliver thee from his hand. But the vifitation ('whereof
our Prophet fpeaketh,) is onely proper to the fons of God , who in the

time when God taketh from them the pleafurcs of the world, or fheweth
his angry countenance unto them , have their recourle unto him, and
confelfing their former negligence with troubled hearts,cry for his mercy.
This vifitation is not proper to all affli(5led,but appertaineth onely to Gods
children :For the reprobates can never have accefle to Gods mercy in time
of their tribulation, and that becaufe they abufe as well his long patience,

as the manifold benefits they receive from his hands •, For as the fame
Prophet heretofore faith , Let the wicked obtain mercy

,
yet fliall he

A :. never
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never learn Tvifdome, but in theland of righteoufiie/Te, thatis Where t
the very knowledge ofGod aboundeth , he will do wickedly wh-'ch is

"^^^^'^
a crime above all others abominable • for to what end is it that God ^rcd

^-^'''^^
eth his Throne among us, but that weHiould fear him " Whv'doth
he rcaveal his holy will unto us, but that we fhould obey it " Why doth
he deliver us from trouble

, but that we fliould be witneflfes unto the
world , that he is gracious and mercifull ^

Now when that men, hearing their duty, and knowing what God re-
quireth of them

,
do malapertly fight againft all equity and jufiice , what t

pray you, do they elfe, but make manifcft warre againft God " yea \vhen
they have received from God fuch deliverance, that they cannot deny,buc
that God Inmfelf hath in his great mercy vifited them , and ye^ that thev
continue wicked as before; what defervethcy, but cfFeftually to bee
given over unto a reprobate fenfe, that headlong they may rume to
ruine, both of body and foul ^ It is almoft incredible that a man Hiould
be fo enraged againft God, that neither his plagues, nor yet his mercy
fliewed, fliould move them to repentance ; but becaufe the Scriptures
bearcth witneft^e of the one , and the other , let us ceafe to marvel! and
et us firmly belecve, that fuch things as have bcene, are even prcfently
before our eyes albeit many, blinded by affcdion, cannot fee them.

Ahab ( as in the book of the Kings it is written ) received many notable
benefits ofthe hand of God , who did vifit him in divers forts - fome-
"•? n ,1. P'^§"" '

fometimes by his word, and fometimes by his mer-
cifull deliverance

-,
He made him king, and for the Idolatry ufed by him

and his wife he plagued whole Ifrad by Famine , He revealed to him
his Will and true Religion by the Prophet £%^

.,
he gave unto him fun-

dry dehveranccs, but one moft fpcciall , when proud^^«/W4^ came to
befiege 54/»4r/4

, and was not content to receive Ahabs add filver fons
daughters and wives butalforequired

, that his fervant's fiiould havea?
their pleaiurc whatfoever was delegable in SamarU .- True it is thao
his Elders and people willed him not to hear the proud Tyrant , But who
made unto him the proraife ofdeliverances and who appointed and put
his Army in order < who affured him ofvidlory >. The Prophet of God
onely, who aftlixed him. That by the fervants of the Princes of the
Provinces who in number were onely two hundred thirty and two, hee
ftould deface that great Army , in the which there were two and thirty
Kings, with all their Forces, and as the Prophet ofGod promifed i:o\t
came to paffe yidlory was obtained, not once onely, but twice , and that
by the mercifuli vification ofthe Lord.

But how did Ahd vifite God again for his great benefit received " Did
he remove his Idolatry ". did he corred his Idolatrous wife ^^e7dcl ?
No, wefindenofuch thing, but the one and the other, wee finde to
have continued and increafed in former impiety: But what was theend
hereof s The laft vifitation ofGod was,That dogs licked the blood of the
one, and did eatc the flefh ofthe other. In few words then wee under-
Itand, what difference there is betwixt the vifitation of God upon the Re- ' ^'^'*'-

probate, and his vifitation upon his Chofen-. the Reprobate are vifited
but never truly humbled, nor yet amended

-,
the Chofcn being vifited ',,R.aj.

B b b b 2 -^ they
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Avynr) thcyfob,and they cry umo God for mercy (which obtained) they mag-
"

, nific Gods Name J
and after declare the fruits of repentance. Let us

*~^ * ^^ therefore that hear thcfc judgements of our God, call for the aififtancc

of his holy Spirit,that howfocvcr it plcafcth him to vifir U5, that wc may
ftoop under his mcrcifull hvsndSjand unfaincdly cry to him when he cor-

redcth us ; And fo fbiU wc knowin cxpcriencc,that our crycs and com-
plaints were not in vain.But let us hear what the Prophet faith further.

Vsrf; 17. Like OS awom m ( faith he ) with child that drawnb mer the travell, is i» for-

roiv^^adcrjeth in her fains^fo hu've we been in thy fight, Lord^rve have comeived,

ivc have lorn in vain^as though rve flwidd have irought forth the wind.

Vcifc i8
Sdvattoris were not made tt/ the earth^neither did the inhabit.wts ofthe earthfill.

This is the fccond part ofthe Prophets complaint.in the which he in

the perfon of Gods people complaiocth.that of their great afBiiaion there

appeared not cnd.This fame fimilitudc is wfcd by our Maftcrjcfus Chrilt^
John i6. for when he fpcakcth of the troubles of his Church, he compareth them

to the pains of a woman travelling in her child-birth. But it is to another

end. For there he promifcth exceeding and permanent joy, after a fort,

though it appear trouble. But here is the trouble long & vchement,albeic

the fruit of it was not fuddenly cfpicd.He fpeaketh no doubt of that long

and dolorous time of their captivity, in the which they continually tra-

velled for dcliveranccbut obtained it not before the compieat end of 7 o

ycrcs •, during the which time,the earth, that is, the land of 5W/!,which

fbnatimes was fandificd unto God,but was then given to be prophancd
by wicked people, got no help, nor perceiving any deliverance : For the

Inhabitants of the world fell not, that is,thc tyrants and opprcflbrs of
Gods pcoplcwcrc not taken away, but ftil remained and continued blaf-

phemersof Godandtroublers of his Church. Butbecaufcl perceive the

houres to pafTc more fwiftly then they have done at other times, I mind
to contract that v,?hich rcftcth of this Text into certain points.

The Prophetfir(ifghteth againjl thcprefent dejpair. t^fter he introditceth God

himfelfe calling iipn his people. And laft ofall^ he ajfureth his affiled , that God

will come^and require account ofall the bloed-thirfly Tyrants ofthe earth.

Firftfghting againji the prejent deU>air,he faithjT^^ deadjlhtll live^evcv my Ba-

dy (or with my My f^uill they arife,)awake andfug ye that dwell in the duji ; For thy

dew tsoithedewofherhes.

The Prophet here pierceth through all impediments that nature could

objc(fl j And by the vi«5lory of faith, he overcoramcth, not only the com-
mon encmies,but the great and laft enemy of all,f(j iw>, death it fclfc : For

this would he fay,Lord, I fee nothing to thy chofen,butmi(ery to follow

mifcry,&oncaffli<i'tion to fuccced another,yca,in the end Ifccjthatdearh

l"hall devour thy dearcft children. But yet, O Lord,I fee thy promife to

be tri!c.& thy love to remain towards thy chofcn, even when death ap-

peared to have devoured thcmi/^r thy deadflul live^yea not onlyf:al they Uve^

hut
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but wj vtr-j de.ul Carcafi j]htll arife r, And fo I fee honour aad glorj' to /KT^-i-^rx

fucceedthis tcmporall lliame^ill fcejoy permanent to come afcer trouble, ^,,.^ -

order to fpring out of this terrib'econFufion- and finally, I fee that life
'•-^^W

ilia! 1 devour death , fo that death fiiall be deftroycd , and fo thy fervants

fliill have life. This (I ray)is thcvidoryoffaith , when in the midrt of

death, through the light ofGods Word,the afflidcd /ce life. Hypocrites,

in the time of quictncfTe and profperitie , can generally confefle , That
Godisrrueinhispromifcs-, but -bring them to thccxtremitie, and there

ceafeth the Hypocrite further to truft in God then he feeth naturall means

whereby God ufcth to work : But the true fiithfuU, w|ien all hope of na-

tural! nicans fiileth, then fliethty toGod himfelf, and Kithetruchof his

Promife , who is above nature, yea, whofe woiits are not fo fubjed to the

ordinary courfe of nature, that when Nature faileth, his Power and Pro-

ruife fail alfo therewith.

Letus further obferve, That the Prophet here fpcaketh not of all de.!d

ingenerall, butfiiith, T/;y dead, o Lord
, f]}.t/i II've : In which v/ords he

makcth difference betwixt thofe that die in the Lord, and thofe that die in

their naturall corruption, and in the old Jdam. Dye in the Lord can none,

exceptthofe that live in him (I mean thofe that attain to the yeers of Jif-

crction) and none live in him, but thofe that with the Apoftle can fay>

lUve^andyet mt Ij7titChri(i 'Refits that dwelleth in mzr, The life thn I now

live^ I have hy thefaith ofthe Sonne ofGod. Not that I mean. That the faith- *^^'' ^•

full have at all hours fuch fenfe of the life everlafting , that they fear not

thedeath, and the troubles ofthis life-, no, not fo, for the faith of Gods
Children is weak, yea, and in many things imperfcd : But I mean , Thic

fuch as in death and afcer death fliall live, mufl: communicate in thislifc

with Jefus Chri/l, and muff be regenerate by the feed of life •, that is, by
, p^j ,,

the Word of the everliving God, which whofoever defpifethjrefufeth life

and joy everlafting.

The Prophet transferreth all the promifes of God to himfelfe , fiyirig,

'Even TKj dad hedy (Jjallarifc and immediately after , giveth commandc-
ment and charge to the dwellers in the duft , that is, To the dead Carcafes

ofthofe that were departed (for the fpirit and foul ofman dwellechnoc

in the dud ) That theyjljoald awake , that (heyfljoiddjing and rejojce , for they

fliould arife and fpring up from the earth, even as the Herbs dojufter they

have received the dew from above.

Time will not fuffer that thefc particulars be fo largely treated as they

oughttobe, and asIgladlyvVould; therefore let us confidcr. That the

Prophet in transferring the Power and Promife of God to himfelf, doth

not vindicate to himfelf any particular prerogative above the people of

God, as that he alone fliould live and arife, and not chey alfs • But he doth

it , to let them underftand. That hp taught a Doctrine whereof he was cer-

tain, yea, and whereofthey fliould have experience after his death : As if

he fhould fay , My words appear to you now to he incredible, but the

day fliall come, that I (liall be taken from you , iny Carcafe Hull he incio-

fcdinthebofome oftheer.rth, and therefore (hall ye be led away Cap-

tives to Babflon, where ye fliall remain many daycs and yeers , as i: were

buryed in your Sepulchres.

Bbbb ? But-
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.Anno But then call to minde, that I faid unto you beforehand, that my
^^^.,^ body fliiU arife : Even fo fliail ye rife from your graves out of Bab-^lon,

and be reftored to your own Countrcy, and City of ^erufdem. This, I

doubt not, is the true meaning of the Prophets. The charge that he

giveth to the dwellers in the dufl, is to expreffe the power of Gods
Word 5 whereby, he not onely giveth life, where death apparantlyhad

prevailed •, but aifo by it, he calleth things that are not, even as if they

were. True it is , that the Prophet Ifaiah fav/ not the deftrudlion of
^erufalcnt^ much IclTe could he fee the reftitution of it with his corporall

eyes •, but he leaveth this, as it were, in teftament with them. That when
they were in the extremity of all bondage , they fliould call to minde,

what the Prophet of God.had before fpokcn.

And left that his dodlrine , and this promife of God made unto

them by his mouth, fliould have been forgotten (as we are ever prone and
ready to forget Gods promifes when we arc preffed with anyforrow)

God raifed up unto them, in the midft of their calamity, his Prophet B^e-
Ezek. 5 7-

i^i^i_^ urifo whom, among many othcrvifions, he gave this -, The hand of the

Lordfrflledhiminafhice, which was full of dry and differfed bones. The
queftion was demanded of the Prophet, if thefe bones, being wondrous
dry, fliould live. The Prophet anfwered. The knowledge thereof ap-

pertained unto God. Charge was given unto him, that he fliould fpeak

unto the dry bones, and fay, Thus faith the Ltrd God to thefe bones ^

Behold ^ I jhall give you breath, Andyoufhalllive -^ Ijhallgi'uettmo^oufinervSy

flcjl)^ and skin, and "/oufhalUfve. And while the Prophet fpake (as he was
commanded ) he heard a voyce , and he faw every bone joyn in his

Marrow •, he {I:w them covered with flefh and skin , albeit, there was no
fpiritof life in them. He was commanded again, to fpeak, and to fay,

Thiu faith the Lord God^ Come Ofpirit from thefour quarters^ and blow in thefe

th/'.t arejlainjth.it they ?vay live. And as he prophefied, the fpirit of life

came •, They lived and flood, upon their feet. Now^ doth the Lord inter-

pret what this vifion meant , faying , Son of man , thefe bones are the

whole hpufe of ifrael. Behold, they fay, our bones are dryed, our hope

isperifhed, we are plainly cut off-. But behold, faith the Lord, I will

Ofen your graves, I will bring you forth of them, yejhall live, andcome unto the

Land of Jfrael, andyefl^all knew that I am the Lord.

This vifion I fay, given to the Prophet, and by the Prophet preach-

ed to the people , when they thought that God had utterly forgotten

them, compelled them more diligently to advert, what the former Pro-

phets had fpoken. Itisnodoubt, but they carryed with them, both the

prophelie of /p/4^ and Jeremy, fo that the Prophet E^ekiel is a. Com-
mentary to thefe words of i/4/d/', where he faith. Thy dead^ O Lord, fiall

live, with my body theyfull arife. The Prophet bringcth in this fimilitudc

of the dew , to anfwer unto that part of their fidelity , who can believe

no further of Gods promifes, then they are able to apprehend by naturall

judgement-, As he would fay , Think 5/e this impofTible, that God fhall

give life unto you, and bring you to an eftate of a Common-wealth a-

gain, after that ye be dead, and as it were raced from the face of the

earth. But why do ye not confider, what God worketh from ycerto

yeer.
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yccr in the order of naturC, fomctimcs yc fcethc face of tfec earth decked A nno
and beautified with herbs, flowers, graffe, and fruits. Again, ye fee the f^/-J .

fame utterly taken away by ftorms, and vehemency of the Winter.
^-^^^^^^

What doth God to rcplenifli the earth again , and to rcftorc the beauty
thereof. He Icndeth down his fmall and foft dew, the drops whereof, in

their dcfccndingj^re neither great nor vifible, and yet thereby are the
pores and fecrct veins of the earth, which before by vehemency of froft

and cold were fhutup, opened again; and fo doth the catth produce
again the like herbs, flowers, and fruits. Shall yc then think, that the
dc'V of Gods heavenly grace (hall not be as cfJeduall in you to whom he
hath made his promile, as that it is in the hcrbesaqd fruits that from
year to year buddcth forth and decayeth^If ye do ro,thc Prophet would
fay your incredibility is inexcufablc, becaufe yc do neither rightly
weigh thepower,northe promifc ofyour God.
The like fimilitudc ufeth the Apoftlc Patd againft fuch as called the

rcfurrediion in doubt, becaufe that by naturall judgement they could
rot apprehend that flefh once putrificd, and refolved, as it were, in

othei ilibftance, fhould arifc again, and return again to the fame fub-

ftance and nature, ofool ( faith he ) thut which thou fcmji is not qtticknedy

except tt dye, and that which thou fowefl^thoHfowefi not that body thatjba/l be but

hare corn^ as itfMleth^ ofwheat, or feme ether, but Godgiveth it a body at it plea-

Jeth him, even to every feed his own body. In which words and fcntcncc^ the
ApoftlcfharplyrebukcththegrofTe ignorance of the Corinthians^ who
began ro call in doubt the chiefc article ofour faith, the rcfurre(!lioo of
the fltfhaf erthatit was once refolved, becaufe that naturall judge-
ment C as faid he ) reclaimed thereto. He reproveth ( I fay ) their grofTe
ignorance, because they might have ffen and confidered fomc proofc
and document thereofin the very order of nature : For albeit the wheat,
or other corn caft in the earth, appcarcth to die or putrifie, and fo to be
loft

,
yet we fee that it is not pcrifhcd, but that it fru(aificth according

to Gods will and ordinance.

Now ifthe power of God be fo manifefl in raifing up of the fruits of
the earth, unto the which no particular promifc is made by God, what
fhill be his power and vertuc in raifing up ofout bodies, feeing that

tfiereto he is bound by the folemne promifc of Jcfus Chrift his cternall

wifdomif And the verity it fclf that can not lis: yea, feeing that the mem-
bers muft once communicate with the glory of the head, How fhall our
bodies, which are flcfh of his flefh, and bone of his bones, lie flill for

ever in corruption, feeing that our head Jcfus Chrifl is now exalted in

his glory. Neither yet is this power and good will ofGod to be rcftrai-
,'

ned unto the lafl and gcncrall rcfurrcdion onely, but we ought to con- i

fider ir in the marvellous prefervation of his Church, and in the raifing

up of the fame from the very bottomc ofdeath, when by Tyrants ic

harh been oppreffed from age to age.

Now of the former words of the Prophet, we have to gather this

conaforr, Thatifatany time we fee the face of the Church within this

Realm fo defaced ( as I think it fhall be fooner then we look for ) when
we fliall fee , I fay , vertuc to be dcfpifcd , vice to be maintained,

the
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Anno the verity ofGod to be impugned, lies and mens inventions holden in au-

thoritie -., and finally5when we lliall fee the true Religion of our God , and
,

'''^'
the zealous obfervers ofthe fame , to be trodden under the feet of fuch as

pfjl.14. in their heart fay,That there is no God. Let uS-then call to mind what have

been the wonderous works ofour God from the beginning, that it is his

proper Office to bring forth li.ght out ofdarkneffe , order out of confufi-

on, life out ofdeath", and finally , that it is he, that calleth things that

nrenotjCvenasif they were , as before we h^ve heard : And if in the

day ofour temf»tation ( which in my judgen!cnt npproacheth fall ) vvee

be thus armed, ifour incredulity cannot utterly be removed, yet lliall

it fobeconecletij, that damnable defpaire opprcfTe us not. But nov/let

us hear how* the Prophet proceedeth :

Come ( faith he ) thoumy people , eater rvithin thy chamber ^j}:ut thy door af-

ter thee , hick thy [elf a. very little^ whilesntillthe indignation paffe over.
•

Here the Propherbningerh in God amiably calling upon his people to

cometohimfelf , and to reft with him, untill fuch time as the fury and

fliarp plagues (houM be executed upon the wicked and inobedient. It may
appear at the firft fight , That all thefe words of the Prophet inthcper-

fonofGod calling the people unto reft, are fpoken in vain •, for we nei-

ther finde chambers nor reft more prepared for the deareft children of

God ( fo far as mans judgement can difcern) then there was for the rebel-

lious and difobedient-,for fuch as fell not in the edge of the fword,or dyed
notofpeftilence, or by hunger, were either carryed captives unto Ba-

bylon, or elfc departed after into Egypt, Co thzt none oiAbrahiimsS&edt

had either chamber or quiet place to remain within the Land o^ Canaan.

For the refolution hereof, we muft underftand. That albeit the Chambers
whereunto God called his Chofen, be not vifible, yet notwithftanding

they are certain , and olTer unto Gods Children quiet habitation in fpirit,

howfoever the flefli be travelled and tormented.

The chambers are then Gods fure promifes , unto the which Gods peo-

ple are commanded to refort, yea,within the which they are commanded
to clolethemfelves in the time of greateft adverfitie. The manner ot

fpeakingis borrowed from that judgement and forefight, which God
hath printed in this our Nature -, for when that men efpie great tcmpefts

appearing to come, willingly they will not remain uncovered upon the

fields , but ftraightway they will draw them to their houfes or holds,

that they may efcape the vchcmency of the fame •, and ifthey fear any ene-

my to purfue them , th^ will iliut their doors , to the end that fuddenly

the enemy fiiould not have entry.

After this manner God fpeaketh to his people •, as if he fliould fiy, The
Tempeft th;n fliall come upon this whole Nation, fli.dl be fo terrible , that

nothing ftiail appear but extermination to come upon the whole body;

But thou my people ( I fay) that heareft my word , bclecveft the fame,

andtrcmblcftat thethreatningsofmy Prophets, now when the world
'dothinfolentlyrcfift , let fuch (1 fay) enter within the fecret Chamber
ofmy promifes, let them contain themfelves quietly there, yea let them

fhuc
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fniit the door upon them, andfuffernot infidelity, the moitall enemy of Anna
mytrueth, and of my people that depend thereupon , to have free entry 1^,,-^^
to trouble them (yea,iFarther to murther) in my promife -, and fb fhall they

'"'^^'^^

perceive that my indignation fliall paflc, and that fqch as depend upon
me, {Jiallbefavcd.

Thus we may perceive the meaning of the Prophet ; Whereof, wc
have firft to obfcrvc. That God acknowlcdgeth them for his people,-

that are in greatcft afilidion ; yea , fuch as are reputed unworthy of
mens prefencc, are "yet admitted within the fecret Chamber of God.
Let no man think that fleili and blood , can fuddenly attain to that

conyfort • and therefore moft expedient it is, That we be frequently cxer-

cifed in meditation of the fame. Eafieitis I grant, in time of profperity,

to fav, and to think , That God is our God, andthawve arehis people;

But when he hath given us over in the hands of our enemies, and turned

fas it were) his back unto us , then I fay, ftillto reclaim him to be our
iCodi, and to have this afilirance. That we are his people, proceedetU

wholly from the holy fpirit of God, as is the greateft vidory of faith, ,jo!;ny,

which over-comcth the world ^ for increafe whereof^we ought continual-

ly to pray. . —

>

This doctrine we fliall not think ftrange, if wc fliall coitfider how
fuddenly our fpirits arc carryed away from our God, and from belie-

ving his promife > fo fbon as any great temptatioh-dotii: apprehend us,

then begin wc to doubt, If ever we beleeved Gods promifes, {£ God
will fuffiU them to us, if we abide in his favour, if he regardech and
,ooketh upon the violence and injury that is done unto us , and a mnlti-

ude of fuch cogitations, which before lurked quietly in our corrupted

pearts, burfl: violently forth when we are opprefl^ed with anydefperate

alamity. Againft the which, this is the remedy^ once to apprehend and

till to retain, God to be our God, and firmly to believe, that we are his

cople whom he loveth , and will defend , not onely in affliifliooi buc

vealn the midfl:of deathitfelf.

Secondly, let us obferve. That the judgements of our God, never

(ere, nor yet fliall be fo vehement upon the face of the earth, but that

ere hath been, and fliall be, fome fecret habitation prepared in the

nduaryof God, forilomeot hischofen , where ti.ey fliall be prelcrved

mtill the indignation pad'e by, and that God prepareth a time, tliac

tcymay glorifie him again, before the face of the world, thatfome-

tnes defpifed them •, And this ought to be unto us no fmall comforc

i thefe appearin.g dangers , to wit , that we be furely perfwadcd. That
Hw vehement foever the tempeft flball be, that it yet fhall paflTe over

,

a d Tome of us ftiali be preferved to glorifie the name of our God, as is

a >refaid.

Two vices lurke in this our nature -, the one is. That we cannot

II mble at Gods threatnings , before that the plagues apprehend us

,

a! eit, that we fee caule moft juft, why that his fierce wrath fliould burn

a<2 devouring fire. The other is. That when calamities before pro-

n<inced, falUvponus, then begin we to finke down in defpair, fothac

wjncver Iciok for anv comfortable end of the fame.

Cccc To
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J^nnO ^^ corred this our mortall infirmity in time of qniecnefTe
, Wc

^^.^^ ought to confider what is the jufticeof our God, nndhow odious fin
^'''^

is. And above all other , how odious Idolatry is in his prcfence, who
hath forbidden it , and who hath fo feverely puniflied it in all ages, from
the beginning •, And in the time of our affliftion we ought to confider

,

what have been the wondrous Works of our God, in prcfcrvation of

his Church , when it hath been in uttermoft extremity : For never

ftall we finde the Church humbled under the hands of Traytors, and
cruelly tormented by them •, but therewith, we fiiall finde Gods juft

vengeance to fall upon the cruell pcrfecuters, and his mercifuil delive-

rance to be fliev/ed to the affiided : And in taking of this tryall, we
fliould not onely call to minde the Hiftories of ancient times, but alfb

we fliould diligently mark what notable Works God hath wrought even
in this our age , as well upon the one , as upon the other. We ought
not to think that our God benreth lefT'e love to his Church this day

,

tiaen that he hath ^done from the beginning : For as our God in his

own nature is immutable, fo remaincth his love towards his eled,

alwayes unchangeable- For as in Christ Jesus he hath chofen

his Church, before the beginning of all ages, fo by him will he maintain

and prcferve the fame unto the end. Yea, he will quiet the ftorms, and
caufe the earth to open her mouth, and receive thofe raging flouds of
violent waters, caftout by the Dragon, to drown and carry away the

woman which is the fpoufc of Jelus Chrift, unto whom, God for bis

. . , .„ own Names fake, will be the perpetuall Prote<ftor.

s'o-^omiii.tib.^. This faw that notable fervant of Jefus Chrift, K^thanApus^ who
^op-i- (being exiled from (Alexandria by that blafphemous Apoftata^«/w»

the Empcrour) faid unto his flock , who bitterly wept for his envious

banifhment •, Weepmt.bntbeof good comfort, faid he. For this little cloud

rvill fiiddainly vamfJ). A little cloud, he called both the Emperour himftlf,

and his cruell tyranny-. And albeit. That fmall appearance there, was
of any deliverance to the Church of God, or yet, of anypuniflimenr,

to have apprehended the proud tyrants , when the man of God pro-

nounced thefe words , Tet jljortly after ^ God didgive rvitncffe^ That thofe

rvords did not proceed from fie[h, nor blood, butfrom Gods very j^irit. For

not long after, being in warfare, he received a deadly wound , whether

by his own hand, or by one of his own fouldiers , the Writers cleerly

conclude not, But calling his own blood againft the Heaven, he faid,

. .yicifli tandem Galilee ^ That is , At laflthsu hafl overcome thou Galilean'^

So in def]-)ite, he termed the Lord Jefus , and fo perifhed that tyrant in

his own iniquity 5 The ftorm ceafed, and the Church of God received

now comfort.

Such fliall be the end of all cruell pcrfecuters y Their raign fhall beJ

fhort, their end miferable, and their name (hall b(J left in execrations to]

Gods people ^ and yet fliall the Church of God remain to Gods glory,
\

after all ftorms. But now fliorcly, let us come to the laft point.

For
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For behold ( faith the Prophet ) the Lord rvill come out of his place to vi-
^^"'J

fit the imqiiitie of the Inhabitants of the earth tifon them ^ and the earth (l)all
'^''VNJ

difclofe her blood and fhall no more hide her [lain • becanfe that the finull end of the

troubles ofGods Chofen full not be before that the Lord Refitsjiull return to re-

fiore all things to theirfull perfe£iion.

The Prophet bringeth forth the Etenall God, as it were from his

owne place and habitation , and therewith fl:eweth the caufc of his

coming , to bee , That hec might take account of all fuch as have

wrought wickedly •, for that He meaneth , where he faith , Hee will

vifit the iniquity of the inhabitants of the earth upon them. And left that

any fliould thinke> That the wrong doers are fo many that they can-

not bee called to an account , he giveth unto the earth ( as it were

)

an Office and charge to beare witneflfe againft all thofe that have

wrought wickedly,and chieflyagainft thofe that have Hied innocent blood

from the beginning -, and faith , That the earthfiall difclofe her blood^andfuill

m more hide herjlain men.

IfTyrants of the earth , and fuch as delight in the fhedding of blood
fliould be perfwaded that this fentence is true, they would not fo furioufly

come to their own deftrudion ; for what man can be fo enraged , that he

would willingly do even before the eyes of God, that which might

provoke his Majeftie to anger
,
yea

,
provoke him to become his ene-

my for ever , if that he underftood how fearfuU a thing it is to fallinto

the hands of the living God :'

Thecaufe then of this blinde fury of the world, is the ignorance of

God , and that men think that God is but an Idoll , and that there is no
knowledge above, that beholdeth their Tyranny -, neither yet Juftice that

,

will , nor power that can repreffe their impiety-,but yet the Spirit oftruth

doth wJtncffe the contrary , affirming , That as the eyes of the Lord are

upon thejufl, and as his ears are ready to receive their fobbing and

prayers , fo is his angry vifage againff fuch as work iniquitie , he lia-

terh and holdeth in abomination every dcccitfull and blood-thirfty man,

whereof he hath given fufficient document from agetoage,in preferving

the one, or at leaft in revenging oftheircaufe , and in punifliing of the

other.Where it is raid,That theLord will come from his place,and that he

will vifit the iniquity of the inhabitants ofthe earth upon them, and that

the earth fliall difclofe her blood , we have to confider , what mofl com-
monly hath been, and what (hall be the condition ofthe Church ofGod,
to wit , That it is not onely hated,mocked , and defpifed , but that it is ex-

pofcd asitwere,inaprey, unto the fury ofthe wicked-, fothat the blood

ofthe Children of God, is fpilt like unto water upon the face ofthe earth.

The underftanding whereof, albeit it beunpleafant to the flefli, yec

to us it is moff profitable , left that we feeing the cruell entreatings

of Gods fervanis , begin to forfake the Spoufe of Jeflis Chrift , be-

caufe that (lie is not fo dealt withall in this unthankfull world , as

the juft and upright dealing of Gods Children do deferve : Butcon-

irarivvife , for mercy they receive crueltic -, foi\doing good to many,
Ccc c 2 of
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muft true fen

• ten**,

^— 1 .v^

A p, of all the reprobate they receive cvill : And this is decreed ui Gods

eternall Councell, that the members may follow the frace ofthe head
j

^-''"V^ jQ ^l-,e end that God ip his juft judgement (hould finally conderane

the wicked •,' for how fliould he punifli the inhabitants of the earrb,

if their iniquitie deferved it not •: How fhould the, earth difclofe oi:r

blood, if it fliould not bee unjuftly fpilt -: Wee muft then commit

our feives into the hands of onr God, and lay downe cur neckes,

vea , and patiently fuffer our blood to bee fhed , that the righteous

'Judge may require account , as moft aiTuredly hee fliall , of all the

blood that hath been (Tied, from the blood ex? Ahd t\\t juft , till the

day that the earth (hall difclofe the fame 5 I fay, every one that flied-

deth , or confenteth to flicd the blood ofGods Children , fliall be guilty

^,'>"!!','!'r!'"' of the whole : So that all the blood of Gods children ftall eric vengeance,"
" °"

j^ot; onely in generall, but alfo in particular, upon every one that hath fhed

the blood ofany that unjuftly fuffered.

And ifany thinkeit ftrange, thatfuch as live this day, can be guilty

of the blood that was fhedinthedayesof the Apoftles, let them con-

fider, that the verity it felfe pronounced , That all the blood that was

flicd from the dayes of Abel , unto the dayes of Zacharie , Ihould come

upon that unthankfull generation, that heard his Doftrine , and refufedit.

The reafon is evident, for as there is two heads and captains that rule

over the whole world , to wit, JefusChrift, the Prince ofJufticeand

Peace •, and Sathan , called the Prince of the world 5 fo are they buc

two Armies that hath continued battel! from the beginning , and (hall

fight unto the end : The quarrell is one which the Armic ofJefus

Chriftdofuftain, and which the reprobate doperfecutc, to wit, The
etcrnali truth of the Etcrnall God, and the Image of Jefus Chrift prin-

ted in his Eleft, fo that whofoever in any age perfecuteth any one

Member oi JE SllS CHRIST^ for his Truths fake, fubfcribeth as

it were,with his hand,the perfecutionofall that have paffed before him.

And this ought the Tyrants of this age deeply to confider, for

they fliall bee guilty , not onely of the blood (lied by themfelves, but

of all ( as is faid ) that hath been flied for the Caufe ofJefus Chrift frona

the beginning of the wojld.';, ** .^

Let the faithfuU not bee difcouraged , although they bee appointed

as Sheepe to the Slaughter- houfe , for hee, for whofe fake they fuf-

fer, fliall not forget to revenge their caufe. I am not ignorant. That

flefli and blood will thinke that kindc of fupport too too late , for

wee had rather bee preferved ftill alive , then to have onr blood re-

venged after our death •, and truely if our felicitic ftood in this life,

or if death temporal! ftiould bring unto us any damage, our defire in

that behalfc were not to bee difallowed or condemned • But feeing

that death is common to all , and that this temporall life, is no-

thing but miferie, and that death doth fully joyne us with our God, and

giveth unto us the pofleflion of our Inheritance, why (hould we thinke ic

ftranqe to leave this world , and go to our Head and Sovcraign Captain

Jefus^Chrift •:

Laft-ly, wehavetoobfervethis manner of fpcaking, where the Pro-

ph
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pbet faith, tHat The earth jhnll dtfclofe her Hood : In which words the AnnO
Prophet would acciife the crueltie of thofe that dare fo unmercifully

"^^""'^

and violently forc;^ from the Breafts of the Earth,thc deareft Children of
^'•^^'^'^^^^^

God , and cruelly cut their Throats in her bofome, who is by God ap-
pointeci the coniraon mother ofmankinde, fo that fhe unwillingly is com-
pel led to open her mouth and receive their bipod.

If fuch Tyrannic were ufed againft any riaturall woman, as violent-

ly to pull h*- infant from her Breafts , cut the Throat of ic in her own "

bofoine, andcompell her to receive the blood of her deare Childe in

her bwne mouth, all Nations would hold the faft fo abominable,
-that the like had never been done in the courfe of nature-, no lelTc

wickednelfe commit they that fhed the Blood of Gods Children up-
on the face of their common mother the earth f as I faid 'before : )

But bee of good courage (O little and defpifed Flock of Chrift Je-
fus ) for hee'that feeth your griefe hath power to revenge it. He will

not fuffer one^tcare of yours to fall, but it fliall bee kept and referved

in his Bottell, till the fulnelTe thereof bee poured downe from Hea-
ven upon thofe that caufed you to weep and mourne • this your mer-
cifuU God"'(I Tay) will not fuffcr your blood for ever to be covered
with the earth,, nay , the flaming fires that have licked up the blood
of any of our Brethren, the earth that hath^beene defiled with it, I

fay, with the blood of Gods Children ^ for otherwife, to fhed the
blood of the cruell blood-fhedders, is to purge the land from blood,
and as it were to fan(5tific it 5 Thd earth (I fay) fhalt purge her felfeof
it , and fhew it before the face of God •, yea , the Beafts ; Fowls, and
other Creatures vvhatfoever, (hall be compelled to render that which
they have received , bee it Flefh , Blood or Bones that appertained

to thy Children, OLord, which altogether thou (halt glorifie, ac-

cording to thy promifc made to us in our Lordand^aviour^£ 5M 5
CUR 75 r thy welbeloved Sonne , to whom with thee and thc^Holy
Ghoft' belonour, praife , and glory for eve?lnd ever. K^mm

Let us fi'ov^^umble our fclves in the prcfence of our God,and froiTj-the

Hottomeofour\earts, let us defirc him to alfift us with the power of
MS Holy,<^i>^A that ^'^^^V^fS^^IISi^gM^ giveth us

»ver into the handV of other thenTucn as rulem nis fear, that'yet he letteth

is not forget his mercy , and that glorious Name , that hath beene pro-
caimedamoncftus; butthat wee may look thorow the dolorous ftorm
o-his prcfent difpleafure, and fee as well what punifhment hee hath ap-

pointed for the cruell Tyrants, as what reward hee hath laid in ftore for

futh as continue in his f(^r to the end-. That it would further pleafe hira

tbarift. That albeit we fee his Church fo dirainifhed, that it appear
to lee brought (as it were) to utter extermination, that wee may be
.n(fured,that iq our God there is great power and will,to increafc'^the num-
ber of hi^iCho^en , iSntiUthey bee enlftrgedto rheuttermoft parts of the

^.eartkv^: Glvieafli fO Lord) hearts td vifite thee in time of aftlicftion,

and albeit w'e (eff no end of our dolours, yet our faith and hope may con-
cfli<2L.y?.to tl)e allured hope of that joyfull refurrcdiion , in the which wee
ih'all pofTefftthe fruit ofthatfor which now we labour : In the mean time,
'

\
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A nno "^^^^ ""^^ "^ \ ^ ^^''^
•^ ^° repofc our felves in thej^.i.idiiary of th>iXinnu

promife, that in thee we may finde comfort, till that'tl^is tl\y great ini
'•^'"^''^

dij^nation ( begun amongft us) may pafTe over.5 and,'t^u thy feife ap-

pear to the comfort of thy afflicted, and to tfie'^terrbuv of thine and

our enemies. .

*

Let us pray with heart and mouth.

Almighty Cod and mercifuil Father, ^c. Lord into thj firnds Icommend tny

• fpirit , for the terrible roaring ofGunnes and the noife ofArTT^ ''ofo pierce my

hearty that my foidethirjlcth to depart. r

The laft day of J»gn(} 1 565. at four ofthe Clock in the Af-

ternoon , written indi.eeftly , but yet truly fo farre as niemo-
• mory would ferve , of thofc things that in pbbJlkg I fpakc on

Sunday, Juguji 15? .for the which 1 Was difa?sf;^^_.d to preach

for a time.

'ESnburgh wai

fljooti'gaojinft

thceiledf jr

ChuAJctus

tUtothy^loch^^ OLerd.j atidaitljy^ ^ pkafure'

mifery. \
'""

'
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