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PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

TO THE NEW AND ENLARGED EDITION.

ABOUT six years only have elapsed since the First Edition of

the present Work was issued from the press, yet it has already ob-

tained a circulation much more extensive than any other large vol-

ume ever published in America, upon the subject of which it treats;

or perhaps in England, with the single exception of Fox's Book of

Martyrs. Upwards of Twenty Thousand copies have already been

called for, and we have now the pleasure of presenting a new and

much enlarged Edition to an intelligent and discerning public.

To render the work as complete as possible, and in compliance

with the suggestions of many of the warmest friends of the Protes-

tant cause, the author, Dr. DOWLING, has consented to prepare for

the present edition a Supplement of about one hundred and fifty

pages, comprising biographical sketches of the last Pope, Gregory

XVI., and the present, Pius IX., and a succint history of the revo-

lution in Rome by which the Pontiff was driven from his throne,

the noble struggle of the Roman patriots with the French, Aus-

trian, and papal forces, the Pope's return to Rome, and the other

important and remarkable events by which the Pontificate of Pius

IX. has hitherto been distinguished, up to the present year, A. D.,

1853.

In issuing the work with the Author's final corrections and addi-

tions, the Publisher embraces the opportunity of tendering his thanks

to the friends of Protestantism and the Bible, of all denominations,

for the general and hearty favor with which this History of Roman-

ism has been received ; and to the religious, literary, and secular

press throughout the United States, Canada, and Great Britain, for

the very flattering encomiums which, almost without an exception,

Protestant editors have united in pronouncing upon the work, and

upon its character as a standard authority upon the subject of which

it treats. EDWARD WALKER,
New York, April 3d, 1853. 114 FULTON STREET.





PREFACE.

TUB present work is intended to supply a chasm that has long been

felt by ministers, theological students, and other intelligent protes-

tants, in the historical and religious literature of the age.

While a multitude of works have been published (many of great

value) on the subjects of controversy between protestants and

papists, or on special topics illustrative of particular periods in the

history, or particular traits in the character of Popery, the need has

long been felt of a complete, yet comprehensive History of Roman-

ism, through the whole period of its existence, which, in the com-

pass of a single volume, might present, in chronological order, the

origin and history of its unscriptural doctrines and ceremonies, the

biography of its most famous (or infamous) popes, the proceedings
and decrees of its most celebrated councils, with so much of the

details of its tyranny over monarchs and states in the days of its

glory of its inquisitions, massacres, tortures, and burnings and

of the successful or unsuccessful efforts of reformers, in various

ages, to rescue the world from its thraldom, as might be necessary
for a full exhibition of its unchanging character.

There are comparatively but few ministers or private Christians

who can spare either the leisure or the expense to procure and to

study the library of works Roman Catholic as well as protestant,

Latin as well as English through which are scattered the multi-

plicity of facts relative to this subject, a knowledge of which is

necessary to all who would understand the true character of

Popery, and be prepared to defend against its Jesuitical apologists

and defenders the doctrines of Protestantism and of the Bible.

Hence the desirableness of a work which should collect together

all such facts as might be necessary for this purpose from these

sources, and present them in systematic order, and in as striking

a point of light as the importance of the subject might demand.

Such a work is attempted in the present volume. The subject

has for years past occupied the attention of the author, and much

of his reading and research has been directed into this channel.
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Probably, however, years more might have elapsed before he would

have summoned courage to present such a work to the world, had

it not been for the persuasions of his enterprising publisher, Mr.

Walker, and his assurances that if the author would prepare his

materials for the press, he would spare no expense to issue the

work in a style of mechanical execution and artistical embellish-

ment superior in these respects to any work that has ever been

published in America upon the character or the history of Roman-

ism. How completely Mr. Walker has redeemed this promise, the

appearance and illustrations of the volume must testify.

With respect to the matter of the work, the author has availed

himself of all the standard and authentic works on general and

ecclesiastical history, on the Inquisition and Persecution of Popery,
on the Reformers and the Reformation, and on the points of contro-

versy between Popery and Protestantism to which he could

gain access, either in private collections or in public libraries.

Among Roman Catholic authors, the Latin annals of. Baronius and

Raynaldus (the great storehouse of Romish history), and the Church

histories of Fleury and Dupin, have been freely examined, besides

the works of Bellarmine, Paul Sarpi, and many others of a more

special or limited scope, relating to particular pontiffs, councils or

events. Full extracts have been made from the bulls of Popes and

the decrees of Councils, especially of the council of Trent, illustra-

tive of the doctrines and character of Popery. These valuable

and authentic documents are taken from their own standard works,

and printed generally in the original Latin, with the English trans-

lation in parallel columns. This plan has been adopted, so as to

permit Popery to speak for itself, and for the purpose of obviating

the common objection of Romanists, of inaccurate translations.

Among protestant writers, most of the standard historians and

writers on Romanism have been consulted, and from them impor-
tant facts have been freely gleaned. The references at the foot of

the page will show the extent of the author's obligation to Gieseler,

Edgar, Conyers Middleton, Isaac Taylor, Mosheim, Jones, Bower,

Walch, Ranke, Robertson, Waddington, Hallam, George Stanly

Faber, Southey, Townley, Sismondi, Russell, Tillotson, Jortin, Bar-

row, Chillingworth, L'Enfant, Bonnechose, D'Aubigne, Cox, Lim-

borch, Llorente, Puigblanch, Perrin, Cramp, Elliott, M'Crie, Lorimer,

Browning, &c. &c., besides a multitude of other authors referred to

in the course of the work. The learned " Text-book of Ecclesiastical

History" by Gieseler, and the " Variations of Popery" by Dr. Edgar,
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have been found especially valuable, for the copious citations from

original authorities, many of which are not to be found in America.

In some instances, the facts mentioned in these authorities have

been translated and incorporated in the present work ; and in others,

some of the most remarkable citations from original Romish author-

ities have been copied, on account of their immense value to the

scholar and the theologian, as illustrative of the character of

Romanism, as drawn by her own writers.

The copious analytical and alphabetical Indexes, Glossary, and

full Chronological Table, have been prepared with much labor and

care ; and the author hesitates not to say, from the inconvenience

he has often experienced in consulting works, from the want of such

tables, will be found a most valuable addition to the work.

The engravings were executed by Mr. B. J. Lossing, of

New York, and are not mere' fancy sketches for the
'

sake of

embellishment, but are illustrative of unquestionable facts, and

intended to impress those facts more vividly upon the memory. A
full description of the subject of each will be found in the page

adjoining ; an important desideratum, the absence of which de-

stroys more than half the value of many pictorial embellishments.

The author only deems it necessary to add, that he has en-

deavored to avoid all matters of controversy between the differ-

ent denominations of proteslant Christians. He has written as a

member of the great protestant family, and not as a member of any
one particular branch of that family. It is his belief that all pro-

testants should unite in the conflict with Rome ; and it has been

his aim to furnish, from the armory of truth, weapons for that con-

flict, which shall be alike acceptable to all to the Protestant Epis-

copalian, the Presbyterian, the Lutheran, the Dutch Reformed, the

Congregationalist, the Methodist, the Baptist, and, in a word, to

every one who is not ashamed of the name of PROTESTANT.
To that God, who has declared in the sure word of prophecy,

that "
Babylon the Great" must fall, the author humbly commits his

book. If the work shall be the means of extending light through-
out our yet happy America, upon the history and character of that

hierarchal despotism, which is straining every nerve to reduce the

people of this land to its tyrannical sway, and of thus arresting the

efforts of Rome to spread over the western continent, the darkness,

the superstition and the mental and spiritual thraldom of the middle

ages, he will feel that he is richly rewarded. J. D.
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Supremacy claimed from divine right.

discipline of those ages appear to have been either introduced, or

sedulously promoted, for the purpose of sordid fraud. To those

purposes conspired the veneration for relics, the worship of images,
the idolatry of saints and martyrs, the religious inviolability of sanc-

tuaries, the consecration of cemeteries, but, above all, the doctrine of

purgatory, and masses for the relief of the dead. A creed thus

contrived, operating upon the minds of barbarians, lavish, though

rapacious, and devout though dissolute, naturally caused a torrent

of opulence to pour in upon the church."*

CHAPTER IV.

DIVINE RIGHT OF SUPREMACY CLAIMED AND DISPROVED.

17. BY general consent a kind of superiority of rank had long
been conceded to the bishops of Rome, chiefly from the fact that

that city was the first in rank and importance, and the ancient

capital of the empire ; and upon the same ground it was that the

council of Chalcedon, already referred to,
"
proceeding on the

principle that the importance of a bishop depended alone on the

political consequence of the city in which he lived, decreed the same

rights to the bishop of Constantinople in the Eastern church, which
the bishop of Rome enjoyed in the Western."! After the fall of the

ancient capital, however, and its consequent diminution of political

importance, as compared with the Eastern capital, the bishops of

Rome found it necessary to assert with renewed earnestness, the

pretensions which they had occasionally hinted at before, of their

divine right of supremacy, in consequence of their claiming to be

the successors of the apostle Peter, who, they now asserted, without
a shadow of scriptural or historical proof, was the first bishop of

Rome, and was constituted by Jesus Christ, supreme head of the

church upon earth.

18. As this is a fundamental point with the Romish church,J

* Hallam's Middle Ages, chap, vii., pages 261, 262, American edition.

f Gieseler, vol. i., page 269.

j The views of Romanists on this point, so essential to their whole system, are

explicitly set forth in the following translation from the Latin of an extract from
the theology of Peter Dens, a standard work, prepared for the use of Romish
seminaries and students of theology. Mechlin edition, 1838.

Concerning the Supreme Pontiff. (Nos. 90, 93, 94.)

" What is the Supreme Pontiff?
" He is Christ's Vicar upon earth, and the visible head of his church.
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No proof thut PotiT was bishop of Rome.

it may be well, at this place, to make a short digression, for the

purpose of examining the validity of this claim. In relation to the

first supposition, that of Peter having been bishop of the church
at Rome, there is no historical proof whatever. There is no men-
tion in the New Testament that Peter ever was at Rome, and hence

Scaliger, Salmasius, Spanheim, Adam Clarke, and many other

learned writers, have denied that he ever visited that city. But

supposing the Romanist tradition to be true, that he suffered death

at Rome, in company with the apostle Paul, about A. D. 65, still,

there is no proof whatever that he was bishop of Rome, or that he

had any particular connection with the church or churches in that

city, any more than Paul or any other of the apostles. Indeed, it

would be much easier to prove that Paul was bishop of the church
of Rome than that Peter was, for it is expressly mentioned in the

New Testament, that Paul visited Rome, and that he remained

there for " two whole years preaching the kingdom of God, and

teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ." (Acts
xxviii., 30, 31.) Now if Pope Peter was also at Rome, and more

especially if he was there in the character of "
supreme head of

the church universal," is it not most astonishing that Paul should

take not the slightest notice of him, and that neither the Sacred

"
Christ instituted the church of the New Testament upon earth, not on the plan

of an aristocratic or democratic government, but on the plan of a monarchical

government, yet tempered by that which is best in an aristocracy, as was said

No. 81. But when Christ was about to withdraw his visible presence by his

ascension into heaven, he constituted his Vicar the visible head of the church, he
himself remaining the supreme, essential and visible head.

" Who is called Supreme Pontiff, and wherefore ?
" The Roman Pontiff, not only because he holds the highest honor and dignity

in the church, but principally, because he has supreme and universal authority,

power and jurisdiction over all bishops and the whole church.
" From whom does the Pope, legitimately elected, receive his power and juris-

diction ?

" Ans. He receives it immediately from Christ as his Vicar, just as Peter re-

ceived it. Nor is it any objection that the Pope is elected by cardinals ; for their

election is only an essential requisite, which being supplied, he receives power and

jurisdiction immediately from Christ.
" From whom do the Bishops receive the power of jurisdiction ?

"Ans. The French contend that they receive it immediately from Christ; but

it seems that it ought rather to be said that they receive it immediately from the

Roman Pontiff, because the government of the church is monarchical," &c., &c.
" What power has the Roman Pontiff?
" We reply with St. Thomas, &c. :

' THE POPE HAS PLENITUDE OF POWER IN

THE CHURCH ;'
so that his power extends to all who are in the church, and to all

things which pertain to the government of the church.
" This is proved from what was said before : because the Roman Pontiff is the

true Vicar of Christ, the head of the whole church, the pastor and teacher ;
there-

fore," &c. " Hence it follows, that all the faithful, even bishops and patriarchs,
are obliged to obey the Roman Pontiff; also, that he must be obeyed in all things
which concern the Christian religion, and therefore, in faith and customs, in rites,

ecclesiastical discipline," &c. "
Hence, the perverse device of the Quesnellitesfalls

to the ground; namely, that the Pope is not to be obeyed, except in those things which

he enjoins conformably to Sacred Scripture."
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No proof that Peter was constituted by Christ supreme head of the Church.

Scriptures nor any of the apostolic fathers should say one word
in relation to his connection with the church in that city ?

Look again, at the style in which Peter alludes to himself in

his epistles ; how different from that which has ever been adopted

by his professed successors, the lordly Roman pontiffs, since the

establishment of their supremacy ! If Peter really was, as Romanists

contend,.the first POPE OF ROME, why do we not find him adopting
a style something like the following :

" We, Simon Peter, sovereign

pontiff of Rome, apostolic vicar, and supreme head of the church ?"

. &c., or something in the style of Pope Gregory's Encyclical Letter

of 1832, viz.: "Encyclical Letter of our MOST HOLY FATHER, POPE

PETER, by Divine Providence, the First of the name, addressed to

all Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, and Bishops."* But instead

of this, we read simply
" Simon Peter, a servant and apostle to them

that have obtained like precious faith." (2 Pet., i., 1.)

19. The second supposition, viz. : that Peter was constituted

by Christ, supreme head of the Church, is professedly derived from
the following conversation between Christ and Peter,

" When Jesus

came into the coast of Cesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,

saying, who do men say that I, the Son of man, am ? and they
said, some say that thou art John the Baptist, some Elias, and
others Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, but who
say ye that I am ? And Simon Peter answered and said, thou art the

Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto

him, blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I

say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will

build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

(Matt, xvi., 13, &c.) Now in reference to this passage, it is suffi-

cient to remark that the rock ^sigu (petra), on which Christ prom-
ised to build his church, was not, as Romanists maintain, the fallible

mortal Peter, nergog (Petros), who had made this confession, but the

glorious and fundamental truth which this confession embodied, or
the glorious and divine personage, who was the subject of it,
" THOU ART THE CHRIST, THE SoN OF THE LIVING GoD." The WOrds
in the Greek are " 2v e* /ferooc, xui em ruvrrj ^ verga,"

" Thou art

Peter, and upon this nfrpa rock," which thou hast confessed, &c.
So also the Latin Vulgate has " Tit es Petrus (mas.), et super hanc

petram (fern.), adificabo ecclesiam meam" The interpretation which
Roman Catholic writers put upon this expression, is comparatively
modern in its origin, and directly opposed to the opinions of some
\vhom they regard as the most enlightened among the ancient

fathers. In their authorized creed, Romanists solemnly profess to

receive no interpretations of Scripture, except
"
according to the

unanimous consent of the fathers." (Nisi juxta unanimem consen-

sum patrum. Creed of Pope Pius.) To prove that in their inter-

* Title of Pope Gregory's Letter, "Encyclical Letter from our most Holy
Father, Pope Gregory, the Sixteenth of the name, addressed to all Patriarchs, Pri-

mates, Archbishops, and Bishops."




