


















-,o8 The History of the Inquisition.

reticle, or Perfon defamed or fufpected of Herefy, and (Kail denounce him

t ) the'lnquifuon, fhall alfo obtainfrom the Pope three Years fndulgehcies.

And this concludes the whole Act, and was formerly the Manner of holding

a Sermon of the Faith.

Now let us fee how all Things are put in Execution at this time in Spain

and Portugal, after the Act of Faith.

DireB. Criminals penitent and reconciled, and brought out in publick Procefllon,

;.3.»i64-
a re carried back to their former Jayls in the holy Office, the fame Day in

torn. 40. w hich tne Sentences are pronounced againft them, and the Day following

are brought to an Audience of the Inquifitors, and are admonifhed of thofe

Things which are injoined them by their Sentences, and how grievoufly they

will be punifhed, unlefs they humbly do the Penances affign'd them. After

this they fend every one to the Place to which his Sentence ordered him.

Thofe who are condemned to the Gailies, are fent to the Jayls of the fecular

Judges. Some are whipped thro' the principal Streets of the City, and

iometimes receive two hundred Lafhes. Others wear the infamous Sambenito,

fome every Day, others muft appear in them only Sundays and Holydays,

But in thefe Things every one obferves the Cuftom of his own Inquifition. In

the Inquifition at Goa this is the Method. Before the Prifoners are difmiffed,

they are carried from Jayl to fome other Houfe, where they are every Day in-

ftructed in the Doctrines and Rites of the Church of Rome ; and when they

are difmiffed, every one hath a Writing given him, containing the Penances

injoined them ; to which is added a Command, that every one fhall exactly

keep fecret every Thing he hath feen, faidor heard, and all the Tranfactions

relating to him, whether at the Table, or in other Places of the holy Office.

And to this Secrefy every Prifoner binds himfelf byafolemn Oath.

The Day after this Solemnity alfo, the Effigies of thofe condemned to

Death, painted to the Life, are carried to the Dominicans Church, and there

hung up to be viewed by all. The Cuftom in this Matter is defcribed by Ln-

1. \.t.i. dovicus a Paramo. " There is another Monument of Infamy, which, tho'

«. 5.w-9j " vulgarly called by the Spaniards, Sambenito, yet is not. a Garment, but a
io,ii. « Cloath affixed to the Walls of the Churches for perpetual Infamy in the

" Parifhes where they lived. On this Cloath is written the Name and Sur-
" name of the Criminal, and the Bufinefs he carried on is alfa exprefTed.

" Ifhedifcoversany farther, they add another little Piece to the Cloath to

M prevent Doubt, defcribinghis Country, and oftentimes alfo the Parents and
" Grandfathers of the condemned Perfon.
" In fome of thefe Cloaths may be read,, who were the Parents of the Crimi-

<c
nals, of what Race they were, whether they were married, or if married

" Women, whofe Wives they were, whether lately recovered to the Chri-
f< flian Religion from the Jewifh Law and Mahometan Sect. Finally, the
tl Caufe of their Penance is declared according to the Nature of their Crime,
" viz. that he was an Arch-Heretick, a Dogmatift, a declared Heretick,
" an heretical Apoftate, a feigned Penitent, negative and obftinate, an im-
* c penitent and relapfed Heretick, a Lutheran, Anabaptift, Calvinijf, Mar-
" tianift Herecick 3 even tho' they died before Condemnation. Befides this

i " In-
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* Infcription, there is alfo painted the Mark which is ufuaL'y put on livino-
1

Penitems, as is above explained. In the antient Cloaths, which have not
14

yet been repaired, one may fee an upright Crofs. Befides thefe already
" mentioned, other Things may be feen in them ; for in fome the Perfon and

1 Crime is omitted, and this one Word only written without the Picture,
'* Combufus, Bun:!. On the Cloaths of fuch as are reconciled, this Word on-
" ly without any Crofs or Mark, Reconciliatus, Reconciled. Sometimes the
1 Date of the Year is wanting. Sometimes the Flames are painted without
any Infcription, fo that the Criminal can't poflibly be known. Some
Cloaths are to be feen, from the Ends of which the Threads hang out, in

' which probably there is nothing remarkable, and which feem to *be made
* of the very End of the Piece. The Caufe of fo great a Variety in thefe
' Cloaths feems to be this, that formerly the Fathers of the holy Inquifition
did not publifh Conftitutions concerning all thefe Matters, as they have

" now done. For after that the Inflructions of the Inquifitors were printed
<£

at Madrid, there is extant a peculiar Conftitution, in which the Manner of
" fixing up, and keeping in Repair thefe Cloaths of Infamy is prefcribed.
" 'Tis decreed in this manner, Cap. Si. "Tis known, that the Monuments of
fi Infamy of condemned Perfons, both living, whether prefent or abfent, or
<c

dead, muft be hung up on the Walls of the Churches of the Parifhes where
tc

they lived ; and that whether they are imprifoned, or deceafed, or fled.
" 'Tis the fame as to reconciled Perfons, after having performed the Penan-
" ces injoined them, and the taking off their Habits, even altho* they were
" cloathed in them only for the Proceffion at the Act of Faith, and whilfi
" their Sentences were read over. This is inviolably obferved, and no one

hath Power to make any Alteration herein j but 'tis always recommended
to the Inquifitors, that they fhould take diligent Care to repair thefe Effi-

gies, efpecially in the Provinces which they vifit, that the Infamy of He-
reticks and their Pofterity may never be forgotten. The Time alfo of
Condemnation muft be written on thefe Cloaths, and it muft be particularly

fpecified, whether they offended as Jews, Saracens, Lutherans, and embra-
ced the Herefies of their Followers and other impious Perfons. However,,
thefe Monuments of Infamy and Difgrace are not to be fixed up to render

thofe infamous, who are reconciled during the Time of Indulgence and
" Grace. For as it was agreed with them, that they mould not wear fuch in-

" famous Habits, nor be cloathed with them during the Time of their Re-
'•• conciliation, it would be contrary to Reafon and Juftice to hang them up ;

" becaufe it would be wholly to deftroy the Favour granted them. This
" Conftitution is obferved in all the Kingdoms and Dominions of the King of

Spain, excep: in Sicily ; where, in the Year 1543. when the Licentiate Cer-

vera was Inquifitor there, there was a very great Commotion at Palerm:,

when the People rofe againft the holy Inquifition, and tore off the infa-

mous Cloaths from the Walls of the Church dedicated to St. Dominick, with -

fo great a Fury and Rage, that they could never, to this Day, fix them crp

again upon the Walls either of that, or any other Church,
C HA P,
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CHAP. XLII.

An Enumeration of the feveral Injiances of Injujlice and Cruelty

praBifed in the 'Tribunal of the I n q,u i s i t i o n.

THUS far we have defcribed the Method of Proceeding obferved in

the Inquifition, as fir as we could learn it from the Writings of the Pa-

pifts, and even the Inquifitors themfelves ; and if we attentively confider it,

and compare it with the ufual Method of Proceeding in all other Courts, we
(hall find it to be a Series and Connection of Injuftice and Cruelties, and

fubverfive of all Laws both divine and humane.

The Papifts ufually recommend to their own People this Tribunal as an ho-

ly one, and call the Inquifition the holy Office. But if we confider it through-

ly, we fhall find 'tis all Difguife, by which they endeavour to palliate and

cover over the Villany and Injuftice of this Court. 1 will not now undertake

to fhew that the Cauies which are managed before this Tribunal, are not fub-

ject to humane Judgment, but belong to the Tribunal of God and his Son
Chrift. For God only, the fupream Lord of all, who can fave, and can

deftroy, can prefcribe the Laws of Salvation and Damnation. He only,

asOmnifcient and Searcher of Hearts, can pronounce an infallible Judgment
of every one's Faith, which lies concealed in his Mind, and which he may
difiemble by Words or Actions, and hath admitted no Man as Partner with

himfelf in this Power. From hence it evidently follows, that 'tis a facrile-

gious Violation of the divine Majefty and Laws, in that the Pope of Rome ar-

rogates to himfelf the Judgment of the Faith, prefcribes Laws of Be-
lieving to the Faithful, erects the Tribunal of an Inquifition, fends every

where Inquifitors as Judges delegated by him, who, in his Name, and by a

Power granted by him, are to inquire into the Faith of all, and punifh thofe

who are not in all Things obedient to the Pope. Nor will I here examine
that villanous Doctrine by which they teach, that Hereticks are to be de-

prived of all Power, fo that Faith is not to be kept with them, Subjects are

not bound by their Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity, that the Husband or

Wife, for the Herefy of either, is freed from the Laws of Matrimony, and
even Children from Obedience to their Parents. For 'tis fully evident that

this Doclrine fubverts all Laws divine and humane.
I will only in a few Words reprefent the principal Iniquities and Inftances

of Injuftice of this Tribunal, in which, as to the Reafon and Method of Pro-
ceeding in Favour of the Faith, it differs from the Laws and Cuftoms of all

other Courts •, whereby Things evidently unjuft in other Tribunals, are in

this accounted juft. I mail not indeed mention all, but the Chief only, and
moft remarkable Inftances, as Specimens of the reft.

I. The
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I. The firfl is, that the Inquifitors by publifhing an Edict of the Faith
oblige all under the Penalty of Excommunication, to inform before them of
every one, whom they fufpect of Herefy for the flighted Caufe ; fo that not
only a Relation is bound to accufe his Relation, a Brother his Brother and
by his Information to bring him into Danger of being burnt, the mod horri-
ble of all Punifliments j but even a Wife her Husband, yea, what deftroys
all the Laws of Nature, a Son, according to the Opinion of many Doctors,
is bound to inform againft his Father, if a fecret Heretick. And tho*
fome think the Son exempted from this Obligation, yet they fay he is to
be commended when he accufes his Father, becaufe he prefers the Caufe of
the Fairhand Church to any carnal Relation. Yea, he is fometimes tempted
by Rewards to give fuch an Information. For when the Effects of Hereticks
are confifcated, fo that the Son can't be his Father's Heir, yet he recovers
his Father's Effects as the Reward of informing againft him. What is this

better than to folicite by Rewards wicked, ftubborn and rebellious Children,
whom their Parents may have corrected for their diffolute Manners, to ac-
cufe their Parents of feigned Crimes, or at leaft to become Betrayers of
them.

II. A fecond Inftance of Injuflice is, their condemning a Perfon, defamed;
only for Herefy, to make canonical Purgation, i. e. to purge himfelf with
feven, more or lefs, Compurgators j fo that if he fails in one, two or three,
he is accounted guilty. For thus the Life and Torture of any one depends
on the Will and Pleafure of another, and 'tis enough to declare him to be
an Heretick, if one of the Compurgators dares not fwear, that he believes
to be true, what the defamed Perfon afferts upon his Oath. And altho'
they confefs that canonical Purgation is a very deceitful Method, their
Injuflice can't be excufed, becaufe notwithftanding this, they ufe it in

their Court.

III. A third is, that in this Office, every one, tho' excluded by other
Courts, is admitted for a Witnefs, a mortal Enemy only excepted.

IV. To this may be added a fourth, that the Names of the Witneffes are
not fhewn to the Prifoner, nor is any Circumftance difcovered to him by
which he can come to the Knowledge ofthe WitneiTes. Who doth not fee,,

that the Defence of the Prifoners is maimed and imperfect:, who, tho' accufed,
as they think, of the mofl heinous Crime, hath no Adverfary againft whom
he can defend himfelf, but like blind and groping Perfons, muff, endeavour
to find him out, whilft, in the mean while, they are ordinarily accufed by,
and make their Defence againft a different Perfon ? 'Tis well known, that
fuch is the Wickednefs of Mankind, that fome will readily endeavour the
Deftruction of others by falfe Information and Witnefs, if they can conceal
themfelves, efpecially if infamous and perjured Perfons, guilty of almoft

every
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every Crime, be admitted as Witneffes, and foliated with Promifes and Re-
wards. Befides, who can pretend to form a certain Judgment of mortal En-
mity, which lies concealed in the Mind, and of which no Man can therefore

be a certain Judge ? The Caufes of fuch Enmity are no abfolute Difcovery

of it. One may lee fome Perfons fo meek, and fo fully poffeffed with the

Fear of God, as that tho' they are injured in the mod grievous Manner,
they will not harbour Enmity in their Bread •, whilft others, tho' injured in a

very trifl ng Manner, yea, giving a wrong Turn to an indifferent Action,

fhal! conceive an irreconcilable Hatred, and cherifli a mortal Enmity. Who
can here judge of the M ;nd of either ? When the Judge hath confidered the

Caule of the Enmity, if it doth not appear to him to be fufficient, he will

pronounce the Man not to be at mortal Enmity, tho' at the fame time his

Mind may burn with Anger and Revenge. And thus he becomes a proper

Witnefs, becaufe he is of a worfe Difpolirion than the Judge dares prefume
him to be •, whereby the miferable Wretch, who happens to have fuch an

Enemy, perifhes by fuch an Evidence.

V. A fifth Inftance of Injuftice is, that if two unexceptionable Witneffes,

who yet muft ever be liable to Exception, becaufe unknown to the Criminal,

teftify of different Facts, yea, fometimes if there be one only, yea, if but a

mere Report, they think it enough ro order to the Torture. Hereby there is

an End at once of the moft innocent Perfon in the World, and the Inquifitor

hath it in his Power by this Means to make any one guilty by his own pro-

per Confeffion. For how eafily doth it happen, and there are Inftances

enough of this in the Court of the Inquifition, for a wicked Wretch, or an
Enemy to charge an innocent Perfon with the Crime of Herefy, when he is

certain that he is not obliged to prove his Information, and that his Name
fhall not be difcovered. In the mean while the Perfon informed againft is

condemned to the Torture, and without End and Meafure tormented with
the moft cruel Torments, till he makes a Confeflion of a Crime that he hath
never committed ; which is fo evident, that Friar Bernard Deliciofi formerly
faid, as appears in his Sentence, That even St. Peter and St. Paul could not de-

fend themfelves from Herefy, if they were now alive 9 if Inquifition was made againft

them according to the Marnier ufed by the Inquifitors.

VI. The fixth is, that two unexceptionable Witneffes who agree, are fuf-

ficient for the Conviction and Condemnation of any Perfon. 'Tis well known
that many Things might be objected againft the Credit of the Witneffes, if

they were known, by which the Weight of their Evidence might be leffened ;

and that they might be oftentimes convicted of Falfhood by feveral Circum-
flances, by the Teftimony of others prefent, and by other Means. But who
can defend himfelf againft Perfons he doth not know ? All that he can do is

to guefs and conjecture who the Accufers and Witneffes are. If he miftakes
in this, all his Defence is in vain. If the Prifoner Ihould happen to guefs

right, yet the Witneffes are never difcovered to him, and he muft make his

Defence
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Defence againft them upon a bare Sufpicion. In the mean while the Inquifitor
is to judge, whether the Prifoner weakens or deftroys the Credit of the Witnefs,
If he cannot deftroy the Evidence, akho' he be the moft innocent Perfon

'

al~-

tho' he protefts that he is a Catholick, and will die in the Faith of the Church
of Rome, yet he can't efcape being condemned as a convided Heretick, and
being delivered over to the fecular Power to be burnt for Contumacy and
Impenitency. Nor muft he, unlefs he will commit a mortal Sin, redeem his
Life by a falfe Confeflion of a Crime he hath not committed. So that in this
Cafe the miferable Wretch, falfly accufed, which they themfelves allow doth
fometimes happen, is condemned as an Heretick by the Laws of the Inqui-
fition, delivered over to the fecular Court to be burnt, and yet is at the fame
time a true Catholick, and, as they themfelves fay, mall obtain for this
Wrong the Crown of Martyrdom. So that an innocent and juft Perfon is

condemned by the Laws of the Inquifition, and he whom the Inquifitors fen-
tence to Death, is a Perfon acceptable to God, and to be honoured with a
Crown of Martyrdom. 'Tis a Scandal that any Tribunal mould be erected,
againft which fo foul an Objection lies ; or that the Church, after Satisfaction
is made to God, and the internal Court of the Church by Repentance, mould
erect another external Court, where Satisfaction muft be made by the Punifh-
ment of the Penitent.

VII. A feventh Inftance is, thatthey would have Perfons informed againft
become their own Accufers. For as foon as ever any one is thrown into Jayl,
he is bound by an Oath to declare the Truth. Then he is asked the Reaibn of
his Imprifonment, that he may accufe himfelf, if he hath happened to do any-

thing that will render him guilty in the Court of the Inquifition. Whereas
the Method of all Courts requires that the Accufation be fhewn to the Cri-
minal, and he himfelf be examined concerning the Fact he is accufed of. But
in the Inquifition every Prifoner is left to guefs at the Crime he is accufed of.

There are oftentimes Things fpoken innocently and inadvertently, fome-
times Words are turned into a quite different Senfe, fometimes the Crime re

felf is evidently forged; and, in the meanwhile, if he can't accufe himfelf,

he miferably pines away fometimes for Years together in an execrable Jay!,
that his Conftancy may be broken by the Tedioufnefs of his Imprifonment.
If he can't guefs at the Crime, and waits till 'tis objected againft him by the
Promotor Fifcal, he is looked on as guilty of Contumacy, ftubborn, and
perjured, and if then by Chance he remembers the Crime, and owns it, he
is more grievoufly punifhed, becaufe he would not voluntarily confefs it.

But if he doth not acknowledge it, he is tortured, tho' it be not fully proved ;

but if it be fully proved, he is condemned, according to the Laws of the In-

quifition, as a negative Convict. So that however he behave, he can't pof-
fibly efcape the cruel Hands of the Inquifitors.

VIII. An eighth Inftance is, that the Inquifitors ufe various Arts to draw
.out a Confeflion from the Prifoners, by making them deceitful Prormfes,

Vol. II. S f which.
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which, when they have got the Confefllon, they don't believe themfelves ob-

liged to fulfil j and to get them by artful and evafive Interrogatories to declare,

that the Informers and Witnefles are not their mortal Enemies ; that lb the

Prifoner beino deftitute of all human Affiftanceand Comfort, and feeing no End

to his Miferies, may, thro' the Art and Fraud of the Inquifuor, have no poftible

way left to defend himfelf. And yet in the mean while thefe Wretches affect

the Appearance of Juftice, and grant the Criminals an Advocate and Procura-

tor to manage their Caufe. But in this the Prifoner is miferably deceived.

IX. And this is a ninth Specimen of their Injuftice, becaufe the Advocate

granted to him is given him only to betray him. For he may not choofe

iuch an Advocate as he himfelf approves of, nor is it lawful for, the Advo-

cate to defend the Prifoner, unlefs he would be accounted as a Favourer of
Herefy •, but the Inquifition it felf affigns him his Advocate, bound to them

by an Oath, whole principal Bufinefs is to perfuade the Criminal to

confefs the Crime he is accufed of, not to ufe any Methods of De-

fence not pract;fed in the Court or the Inquifition, and immediately to

quit his Defence, if he can't defend him according to the Laws of the

Inquifitirn. Befides, the Defences they ufe are mere Trifles and Impoftures,

by which they miferably deceive the Prifoners, fo that tho' they feem to be

endeavouring to do a great deal, they in Reality do nothing at all •, but only

obierve a few Forms, that the Procefs in the mean while may be prepared

and nnifhed, according to the Cuftom obferved in the Inquifition.

X. A tenth is, that when the Crimes cannot be proved againft the Prifoner,

he is not abfolved from the Crime of which he is accufed, but only from Pro-

jection •, and all the Declaration that is made is, that the Crime againft him

is not proved by proper WitnefTes ; and this Sentence is never taken for an.

adjudged Cafe. So that he who is once informed againft to the Inquifition,

altho* he be innocent, and his Crime can't be proved according to the recei-

ved Manner of the Inquifition, tho' indeed, according to that Manner, all

Crimes, of which there is but the leaft Sufpicion, may be eafily proved ; yet

he is never blotted out of the Inquifitors Book or Index, but his Name is

there preferved in perpetual Remembrance of his being a fufpecled Perfon,

that if he fhould happen to be informed againft for Herefy at any other time,

thefe latter Informations added to the former may amount to a real Proof,

and thataltho' he is difmiffed from Jayl by the Sentence of the Judge, he

may never be able to live in Safety, but that being always fufpected by the

Inquifuor, he may be arrefted for the fame Crime which ought to have been

forgotten, upon the frefh Information of fome vile and wicked Fellow.

XL An eleventh, and that not the leaft Initance of Injuftice, is, their

Headinefs to put Perfons to the Torture, and that to difcover a fecret Crime,

tying concealed in the Mind-, yea, that they wilt ufe the Torture fo much
the fooner, becaufe the Crime is more concealed than other Crimes. 'Tis

well
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well known to all, that Torture is a very deceitful Method of difcoverint*

the Truth, becaufe thofe who confefs the Truth, and who declare Falfhoods^
have the very fame End to their Pain. And therefore Lawyers will never
have the Torture made ufe of, unlefs when the Crime is fufficiently proved,
and there wants nothing but the Criminal's own Confeflion. But as to fecret

Crimes, to be ready to inflid the Torture is the higheft Injuftice, and neceflari-

ly fubjects many innocent Perfons to the moft grievous Punifhment ; whilft

being unable to refill the Cruelty of their Torments, they had rather make
themfelves guilty, by a falfe Confeflion of a Crime they never fo much as

thought of, to put an immediate End to their moft cruel Punifhment, than
to endure any longer thofe moft dreadful Torments, of which they can fee no
manner of End.

XII. The twelfth is, their putting Perfons to the Torture upon half full

Proof of the Crime. This half full Proof is Faultering, Defamation, and
one Witnefs of his own Knowledge, or when the Tokens are vehement and
violent. All thefe Things are fubject to the Pleafure of the Judge. So thac

if any one falls into the Hands of a cruel Inquifitor, and faulters in his An-

fwer, or is informed againft by one Witnefs, who declares he was prefent ac

the Action or Words he gives Informa.ion of, he can't pofllbly efcape the

Torture, nor confequently the Punifhment of the Crime he is accufed of,

confidering the Violence of the Torments. Nor is this all, but as there may
be fome Facts occafioned not fo much by Herefy concealed in the Mind, as

by carnal Concupifcence or Rafhnefs, they will have fuch to be tortured for

their Intention, and force them by Torments to confefs they had an heretical

Intention in their Mind.

XIII. A thirteenth is, that when they prepare themfelves for the Torture,

they gravely and ferioufly admonifh the Criminal, to fpeak nothing but the

Truth, and to confefs nothing that is not agreeable to Truth to avoid the Tor-
tures. By this Means they put on the Appearance of Sincerity, as tho' they

fought nothing but the naked Truth, that when the Torture is finifhed they

may be very fecure that the tortured Perfon hath confeiTed a real Crime ;

becaufe they have ferioufly and gravely admoniflied him to fay nothing con-

trary to Truth. In the mean while they fuppofe, that the Crime objected

againft him is real, and endeavour to force from him a Confeflion by Tor-
ture, and threaten to double his Torments unlefs he confeffes •, fo that if he

denies the Crime, his Torments are aggravated •, if he confeftes it his Tor-
ments are foon ended. Hence it appears, that their Defign is not honeftly t©

find out the Truth by Torture, but that they fuppofe the Crime is real, altho*

according to the Laws of the Inquifition it be only half proved, and then

extort a Confeflion of it.

XIV. A fourteenth is, that whereas in other Courts the Number is certain-

Jy fixed how often the Torture may be repeated, they have invented a Method
S f 2 Cf
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of torturing Perfons very often, without offending againft the Law, which.

provides that the Tortures fliaJl not be repeated above twice or thrice. If,

for Inftance, they make ufe of the leffer Tortures, and the Prifoner confeffes

nothing, they afterwards make ufe of more grievous ones, then proceed to

fuch as are more cruel, till at different Intervals of Time they have gone

thro' all the feveral Kinds of Tortures. And this they don't call a Repetition,,

but only a Continuation of the Torture •, fo that if any one hath been feveral

times tortured, but with a different kind of Torture each time,- and hath thus

at certain Distances gone thro' all the Kinds of Torture, according to the O-
pinion of thefe merciful Cafuifts, he ought to be accounted as tortured only

once.

XV. A fifteenth is, that when they deliver condemned Perfons to the fe-

cular Arm, they intercede for them, that their Punifhment may be fo mode-

rated, as to prevent fhedding of Blood, or Danger of Death. And in the

mean while, if the Magiftrate is not ready to burn the Hereticks, or delays

the Punifhment, they oblige him, under Penalty of Excommunication, to

execute the Sentence. The fuperftitious Wretches are afraid they fhould be-

come irregular, by delivering a Criminal to the fecular Magiftrate without.

Interceflion, and yet are not afraid of becoming irregular, by, compelling

the Magiftrate under Penalty of Excommunication, to murther thofe whom
they have condemned. Can any thing.be more evident, than that this is no-

thing more than acting a Part, and an Affectation to be thought by the Peo-

ple to have no Hand in the Murther of which.- they are really the Authors ?

XVI. The laftlnftance Ifhall mention appears in their ridiculous Frocefs

againft the Dead, whofe Relations and Heirs they cite, to appear on fuch a

Day todefend, if they can and will, the Memory of the Dead. Whereas
they themfelves have made it a- Law, that if any one appears in Defence of.

an Heretick, he ihall be accounted as a Favourer of Hereticks himfelf, and
condemned as fuch, and have no Advocate or Procurator to defend himfelf.

So that they cite all Perfons to defend the Memory of the Dead, and yet de-

ter all Perfons from fuch Defence by a moft grievous Punifhment, appointed

againft the Favourers of Hereticks. So that all this is, like their Interceflion

for Criminals, mere Impofture and Sham. Then they provide an Advocate to

manage the Caufe, bound to them under an Oath, and he publickly declares

he can't defend the Memory of the Deceafed. So-, that. as no one undertakes,

his Defence, the Accufations againft him are reckoned juft, the Proofs legal,

and the Deceafed is condemned for Herefy. But what greater Inftance of In-

juftice can there be, than to condemn a Perfon as convicted, whofe Defence
no one dares undertake, v/ithout running the Hazard of his Fortune and Life,

If any one confiders thefe Things, which I have mentioned as Specimens on-
ly, he will find no Sanctity in the Court of the Inquifition ; but muft acknow-
ledge, that in the whole Method, of Proceeding there is nothing but Injustice*

Eraudj
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Fraud, Impoftures, and the mod accurfed Hypocrify, by which the Inqui-
fitors, under the feigned Pretence of Sanctity, endeavour todifauife the Vil-
lany of their Proceedings, that fo they may maintain their Dominion over the
miferable common People, and keep them all in Subjection to themfelves.

And tho' they do every Thing that is wicked and vile, yet they would have
all adore them for the venerable Character of Sanctity.

'Tis needlefs to mention here more Inflances of their Cruelty. I fhall fay
all in a few Words. The Miferies of the Jay], in which the Prifoners are
generally confined by themfelves for feveral Years, fhutup in Darknefs, with-
out being allowed any human Converfe, are fo great ; the Cruelty of their
Torments fo fevere, and their Punifhments fo exquifite, that they greatly ex-
ceed the Cruelty of all other Courts. For Perfons are not only burnt alive,

but their Mouths gagged,, fo that they have not the Liberty to groan or
cry out in thofe moll horrible Tortures ; and by thus (topping up their
Mouths, they are in fuch an Agony as that they are almoft ftrangled. But
their Cruelty towards the Penitent and converted is moft deteftable. For
whereas the Church ought, with open Arms, to embrace Penitents, in Imi-
tation of the Shepherd who carried the loft Sheep on his Shoulders, and brought
it home to the Sheepfold, thefe Wretches injoin the moft grievous Punifh-
ments on thofe whofe Lives they fpare, which with them are only wholefome-
Penances. For they condemn them either to wear the infamous Sambenito, or
to Imprifonment, or the Gall ies, whereby their very Life is oftentimes a Pu-
mfhment to them ; whilft others-are denied the very Hopes of Life, efpeci-

ally the Relapfed, tho' they convert themfelves, who are condemned to Death
without Mercy. And yet the Sacraments are given to thofe who are recon-
ciled to the Church when they defire it, and thus before they are put to Death
they become Members of the Church, put in a State of Salvation, and by the'
Priefts themfelves moft certainly affured ofan heavenly Crown. Can there be
any greater Cruelty, and more abhorrent from the Spirit of Chriftianity, than
to punifh with Death an erroneous Perfon who repents, detefts his Error, and
is now reconciled to the Church ? But the Ecdefiaftical Sanctions muil be fa--

tisfied, and che Authority of the Church preferved intire, tho' the Laws of Je«-
fus Chrift and the Commands of the Gofpel are trampled under Foot.

All thefe Iniquities are committed according to the very Laws of the Inqui-'

fition. Many Things are indeed in the Execution of this- Office, left to the
Pleafureof the Inquifi tors, which Power they often villanoufty abufe, as ap-
pears from their daily Practice, and innumerable Inftances ; for it was the-

common Complaint of all Nations againft the Inquifition, what Thuanus tell*

us was the Complaint of the. Neapolitans. That the- pervcrfe and prepofterons-u
-

Form of Trials increased the Horror, becaufe it was contrary to natural Equity, and
to every legal Method in canyng.on that Jurifd'tcTion. Add to this the Inhumanity

of their Tortures, by which they violently extorted from the miferable a>:.

cent Criminals, that they might deliver themfelves from their Torments, wbatfoever
the delegated Judges would have them confefs, tho* generally contrary to Truth. And
for this Reafon *laas jufHyfaid, that it was. invented- not for- the fake cf'defending R -
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Uqion, which the prbnithe Church had providedfor by a quite different Method,

but that by this Means they might ftrip all Men of their Fortunes, and bring innocent

Perfons into Danger of being deftroyed. And that this was not faid without Caufe,

the Netherlands alone, not to feek for Inftances elfewhere, are the mod evi-

dent Demonftration.

iom 9. Era mm gives us this Account of the Inquifition in his Time. The Affair is

P 8£o', carried on by Informers, deputed Perfons, and Monks for Judges, without Honefty

b>6i. Ad-
or 1 a i porm of Law. The threeformer pafs Sentence in Jayl, two Monks are Wit-

verf Mo-
ng
jr mfi tjjen t }je Stake is prepared. And afterwards : But now fometimes the

nach. Hyp-

jyGj£s fj
reaj a jalfe Report, then they carry the poor Wretch, as a fufpecled Per-

fen, to Jayl, there they difpute after their Manner, the Articles are taken down, and

'the Fagots immediately got ready. The fame Writer intimates, p. 858. There is

a treat deal of Difference between an holy, and a falfe enfnaring Inquifition. A Fa-

ther inquires into the Life of his Son, that he may take Care cf it. A Phyftcian in-

quires into the Diftemper of his Friend to cure him. So he who loves the Houfe of

God inquires into the evil Errors that are in it, to heal them if he can -, or if he can-

not, to cut off the incurable Member when all Methods have been tried in vain, to

prevent the Evil from fpreading wider. Again, another inquires in a very different

Manner only that he may betray. A Robber inquires that he may feize his Prey.

Afcurrilous Perfon inquires that he may have an Opportunity of throwing Scandal.

An Enemy inquires, in order to deftroy. A Tyrant inquires, that he may overthrow

ihepublick Liberty. The Devil alfo inquires, going about as a roaring Lion,feeking

whom he may devour. Such a kind of Inquifition every Chriftian Inquifttor ought

to deleft. All who underftand Erafmus's Stile and Method of Writing, know,

that 'tis hisDefign to infinuate by this Caution, that the Inquifition is truly

fuch as he hath defcribed it, and which therefore ought to be abhorred by eve-

ry Chriftian Inquifitor.

ThePapifts indeed glory, that the Inquifition is the mod certain Remedy

/ t. t 1. to exftirpate Herefies. Efpecially Ludovicus a Paramo takes a great deal of

i 4, 5.
'

Pains to Ihew, that Herefies have in feveral Places been extinguilhed by Help

of the Inquifition, and at laft concludes in thefe Words. Thefe arefomeof the

faireft Fruits, which the moft fertile Field of the holy Office hath produced to the

Church in all Kingdoms where it hath not been obftrucled. But amongjl all Provinces

and Countries the Kingdoms of Spain do every Day receive the nobleft Fruits. For

as in thefe Countries the holy Office of the Inquifition is maintained with greater Se-

verity, and is in greater Honour and Efteem with the Nobles and Princes, fo it ftou-

rifhes in greater Authority and Power, whereby the Judges of the Faith carry on

more diligent Inquifition againft Herefies, and more effeclually pull them up by the very

Roots. And becaufe the Inquifition is fo effectual a Method to exftirpate He-
refies, he o-athers from thence that it was ordained for this Purpofe, by the

moft wife Providence of God. But what is really unjuft in it felf, and car-

ried on by unjuft Methods, cannot have God for its Author, nor is Succefs

any Argument that the Inquifition is from God. The firft Inquiry is, whe-

ther it be fuitable to the Nature of the Chriftian Doctrine. If it be not, 'tis

then unjuft and And- chriftian. Many Things are unrighteoufly undertaken

by
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by Men, and accomplished by Violence and Cruelty, by which Innocence is

opprefied, which altho' God in his juft and wife Counfel permits, he is far

from approving. Even in Japan, a cruel Perfecution hath extinguifhed the

Chriftian Rel ; gion, as preached by the Roman Priefts ; fo that the Roman Ca-

tholick Religion is equally extinguifhed there by the Violence of Perfections,

as thofe Doctrines are in Spain, which are contrary to the Church of Rome,

and which they render odious by the infamous Name of Herefy. And yet

they will not allow that any juft Argument can be drawn from hence to prove,

that that Perfecution was given by divine Providence, as a moft effectual Re-
medy for the Exftirpation of their Religion. If other Parties of Christians

would ufe the fame Diligence and Cruelty of Inquifition againft them, I may
venture to affirm, that they themfeives could not withftand it, but that within

a few Years the Popifh Religion would be extinguifhed in all Proteftant

Countries, and fcarce a fingle Perfon left who would dare to profefs it. But
God forbid, that the Chriftian Rel :gion fhould ever be propagated this way,
which doth not confift in a feigned and hypocritical Profeffion, but in a finccre

and undiiTembled Faith. And therefore as no one ought to afiume tohimfelf

the Power of Judging concerning it, but God the Searcher of Hearts, to him
only let us leave it to pafs the true Judgment concerning every Man's Belief;

Let us in the mean while deteft the Tyranny of the Papifts, and ftrive to re-

duce thofe who, in our Judgment, hold Errors, into the way of Truth, by the

good Offices of Charity and Benevolence, without arrogating to our felves a

Judgment over the Confciences of others. And out of a ferious Regard to the

laft great Day of Judgment, let us approve our Confciences to God, and every

one of us expecting from his Mercy an equitable and righteous Judgment,
pray without ceafmg, Arise, O Lord, and judge thy Cause.

319
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