














































want to emigrate to Palestine, and when the propagandist zeal in Eu
rope of American Zionism has come to the end of its funds the situa
tion will be that every country they will be far more concerned to come 
to agreement with their Gentile neighbors and share their prosperity 
than to emigrate to a new Judea in some remote part of the world. 

Doubtless zealous Zionists will differ. A man's estimate of such a 
situation is necessarily colored by his environment. My own is to a 
great extent Jewish. I live in the most pleasant part of suburban London 
and the Jews have concentrated in it during the past 10 years. Of 100 
families on this street on which I live, about one half are Jewish. 
Scarcely 10 were when I settled on it. But there is no Zionist zeal 
amongst them. Even those who came, penniless, during the war dread 
the prospect of being sent back to Belgium, Holland, Germany, Poland 
or Austria. Yet they face an increasing and bitter anti-Semi tism in 
England. 

The man who wants to have a just opinion on the subject must 
begin always with two facts: the Jews are the only race in the civilized 
world today without a land of their own, and they have a unique mem
ory of 1,500 years of bitter injustice from their Christian n eighbors. 
These facts and the psychological consequences of them explain why 
they do not merge into the population of · the land in which they settle 
as easily as other bodies of immigrants do. There are many times more 
Irish or Germans (to speak of race only) in America than there are 
Jews, yet, when the Irish do not antagonize their neighbors by re
ligious fanaticism and unt il so many of the Germans were found a 'few 
years ago to be plotting against the country that fed and sheltered 
them, they merge without difficulty into the national life. There are, 
as I said, at least 12,000,000 folk of Irish descent outside Ireland yet, 
in spite of the irritating arrogance of their church, there is no anti
Hibernian movement. 

The general conditions of the solution of the problem are the same 
both in regard to Palestine and for ending anti-Semitism elsewhere. 
No one who knows anything about life in Nearer Asia today can doubt 
that the federated 20,000,000 Arabs will never allow Arab predominance 
in Palestine to be destroyed by unrestrained immigration. The mili
tant Zionists have, in fact, developed a great zeal for nationalism just 
when the world at large has begun to realize that the excesses which 
it is so prone to breed are one of the great obstacles to the peace of the 
world. The plan to end war which Versailles was supposed to realize 
in 1919 was hopelessly vitiated by nationalism. Nazism and Fascism 
were morbid outgrowths of it, and in our own post-war period it causes 
the gravest difficulties; in the Trieste region , the frontiers of Greece, 
Poland, India, Nubia South Africa, and Farther Asia, America is hop
ing that all the countries of Europe will so far forget their long his
tory as to sacrifice their national sovereignty sufficiently to form an 
effective United States of Europe or .ftCCept the authority of a World 
Federation. Is this the time to ask it to embark, with great risk of war, 
upon the task of setting up a new national sovereignty? Co-operation 
is the ideal which 10 years of horrors have most of all impressed upon 
our generation. 

For such co-operation the Jews have themselves to remove or tone 
down features which milifate against it. One of these is their ancient 
religion. Americans happen to know better than others that there has 
been a great growth of liberalism or modernism in the Jewish body in 
the last quarter of a century, but even in America the main body of 
the Jews cling to a ritual, a calendar, and a creed that ought to have 
perished in the Jewish dispersal and enlightenment of 2,200 years ago. 
An orthodox Jew will be indignant at the idea that interference with 
his religion is a condition of better relations, but at least he must 
recognize that it is a separative element and encourages the suspicion 
that the Old Testament and the Talmud still obstruct good relations 
of Jew and Gentile. But even "reformed" Jews and often men and 
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women who never enter a synagogue retain too much of this obsolete 
stuff. A man is alienated from them afresh when he finds that a 
neighbor who has rejected the really sacerdotal influence of the rabbis 
nevertheless on certain occasions lapses into surprising practices which 
commemorate only elaborate fictions of the priestly schemes who built 
up the cult of Jahaveh 2,300 years ago. There are mischievous traces 
of nationalism even in the most advanced synagogues. The very name 
"rabbi" is somehow more inflammatory even than "priest." 

Language is another and worse element. The Jews in Palestine 
have restored Hebrew to the rank of a modern language, but, although 
it has been considerably enlarged and adapted to modern uses sin<;:e 
I studied it at Louvian Universi ty 60 years ago, it is a pity to add one 
more tongue to our babel just when the social student is trying, in 
the interest of world-peace, to create a demand for an international 
language. But it is the persistence of Yiddish that is the chief rock 
of offence. This tongue, par t ly Hebrew and mainly German, develop
ed in Sou th Germany 600 years ago, ought to have been suffered to die 
out when the J ews spread westward from the confining and hostile 
conditions of Eastern Europe, yet a few years ago it was found that even 
in America 40 percent of the J ews spoke Yiddish. The only virtue I have 
heard my J ewish neighbors claim for it is that in their quarrels, which 
are many, Yiddish supplies stronger verbal missiles even than Eliza
bethan English . The way in which the Jews maintain it as their daily 
speech in the poorer quarters of cities where they cling together in tens 
of t housands is decidedly an isolating element. In America they ought 
to be advised by their own authorities to educate themselves out of it 
as speedily as possible. 

These corporate links of creed and language which are peculiar 
to the Jews go far to explain t h e civic and political isolation which in 
turn gives some offense. One of the chief causes of the growth of anti
s emit ism in British cit ies in the past 10. years is this. 

But it is of little use at presen t making suggestions. We are passing 
through a period of lowered moral standards throughout the world 
and can do little in the set t lement of problems for the solution of which 
moral quali ties are essen tially r equired. The main purpose of this book
let is r ather to explain t o the n on-Jewish reader the conditions which 
give t he J ew an exceptional position in a modern community and to 
point out to the Jew these features of his communal life which tend 
to prolong the estrangement. In particular I proposed to recall in sum
mary, since it is now generally falsified or suppressed, that thousand 
years of savage Christian intolerance hardened the Jew in his isolating 
features. Religious myths and passions dug the gulf between Jew, 
Christian, and Arab. They drew together and co-operated whenever be
lief in those myths was softened by Skepticism. They will enter into full 
and friendly co-operation only when the myths disappear and pure 
humanism is the base of man's standard of conduct. 
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