
 
 
 
               Examples of Bible Leaves from different Bibles. 
 
                  I have collected many leaves from different old Bibles. In addition, I    
                  would like to share some of them with you. I hope you can read and view     
                  them ok. Also, at the end of the presentation of Bibles. I will show you  
                  also two Widow Mites from the time of Christ that I purchased.           
                  Remember The Widow in Luke? She gave all she had Two Mites. And I  
                  have a photo of a Roman “Tear Jar” to show you. An Example of what  
                  Mary Magdalene might have used, to save her tears for Christ in.  
                           
Christians were once burned at the stake for possessing or 
reading from this Bible. 
The Geneva Bible is one of the earliest translations of the Bible into 
the English language, predating the King James translation by 51 
years. It was the primary Bible of the 16th century protestant 
movement and was the Bible used by William Shakespeare, John 
Knox, John Donne, and John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim's Progress. It 
was taken to America on the Mayflower, was used by many 
English Dissenters, and by Oliver Cromwell's soldiers at the 
time of the English Civil War. 
  
During the religious persecutions of Queen Mary's reign, English 
Puritans sought refuge in Geneva, Switzerland, and wanted to 
produce an annotated Bible for the use of their families while in exile. 
In 1557, William Whittingham completed a New Testament, which 
included copious notes in the margins. It used Roman type instead of 
the traditional "Black Letter" for the first time in English Scriptures. 
Also for the first time, it had numbered verse divisions, following 
earlier French, Latin, Greek and Hebrew editions. 
 
With this Testament off the press in Geneva, Whittingham, aided by 
Anthony Gilby and Thomas Sampson (all trained at Cambridge or 
Oxford), plunged into producing a similar text of the whole Bible, 
continuing the translation tradition begun by William Tyndale in 1525. 
They used the "Great Bible" translated by Miles Coverdale in 1539 as 
a point of departure. Corrections were based on improved Latin and 
Greek texts; elaborate notes covered historical or geographical  
explanations as well as moral lessons. Financed by the English 
congregation at Geneva, the Bible was first printed by Rowland Hall 
of Geneva in 1560. Royal permission was obtained from Queen 
Elizabeth for its printing in England. In the eighty-four years of its 
publication, some 140 editions of the Geneva Bible or New 
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Testament were produced. 
For three generations, this Bible held sway in the homes of the 
English people. While Great Bibles and Bishops' Bibles were read out 
in the churches, Geneva Bibles were read by the firesides, well 
before and after the King James version was issued. The Geneva 
Bible was the Bible of William Shakespeare, John Milton, John 
Bunyan, and Oliver Cromwell. This is the version that Pilgrims and 
Puritans brought with them to America. 
        Because the language of the Geneva Bible was more forceful 
and vigorous, most readers preferred this version strongly over the 
Bishops' Bible, the translation authorised by the Church of England 
under Elizabeth I. In the words of Cleland Boyd McAfee, "it drove the 
Great Bible off the field by sheer power of excellence". 
The Geneva Bible was the first English Bible to use verse numbers 
based on the work of Stephanus (Robert Estienne of Paris). It also 
had an elaborate system of commentary in marginal glosses. This 
annotation was done by Laurence Tomson, who translated (for the 
1560 Geneva Bible) L'Oiseleur's notes on the Gospels, which 
themselves came from Camerarius. In 1576 Tomson added 
L'Oiseleur's notes for the Epistles, which came from Beza's Greek 
and Latin edition of the Bible (1565 and later). Beginning in 1599 
Franciscus Junius' notes on Revelation were added, replacing the 
original notes deriving from John Bale and Heinrich Bullinger. Bale's 
The Image of both churches had a great impact on these notes as 
well as Foxe's Book of Martyrs. Both the Junius and Bullinger-Bale 
annotations are explicitly anti-Roman Catholic and representative of 
much popular Protestant apocalypticism during the Reformation. 
 

The Geneva version is often referred to as the "Breeches Bible" 
because of use of the word "breeches" in Gen. 3:7: 

"Then the eyes of both [Adam and Eve] were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked, and they sowed figge tree leaves together, and 

made themselves breeches."  

 

Original page from the Geneva "Breeches"  Bible printed 
by Robert Barker, at London in 1570.   

     This Bible page is 439 years old! 
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"The Woman Taken in Adultery" John Ch. 8 

 

 



"Christ the Light of the World" John Ch. 8 

 

 



 
 

"The Beasts Power" Revelations Ch. 13. 

 



   "The First Fruits unto God" Revelations Ch. 14 

 



"The Last Seven Plagues” and the "The Whore of Babylon" 

 Chapter XV, XVI , XVII and XVIII of Revelation 

 



                    1569 Great Bible Leaf on TEN COMMANDMENTS 
 

 



Geneva “Breeches” Leaf, Second Quarto Edition 1568.  

            Exodus Ch. 38: Printed by John Crispin 

 



           Geneva “Breeches” Leaf, Second Quarto Edition 1568.  

            Deuteronomie Ch. 18: Printed by John Crispin 

 



Geneva Bible 1605 A.D. Leaf, Printed in London by Robert Baker, 
printer to the Kings Most Excellent Majesty. (Ecclesiastes Ch.I) 

 



Geneva Bible 1605 A.D. Leaf, Printed in London by Robert Baker, 
printer to the Kings Most Excellent Majesty. (Ecclesiastes Ch. III) 
A Time for All Things: 

 



Geneva Bible 1605 A.D. Leaf, Printed in London by Robert Baker, 
printer to the Kings Most Excellent Majesty. (Amos Ch. I) This is a 
Title page Example.  

 



1611 King James Bible Leaf: Exodus Chapter 20, (The Ten 
Commandments.) 

 



         1506 Bohemia Bible Leaf. 

 

 

 



               1506 Bohemia Bible Leaf. 

 

 



1552 Bible: Woman at the Well: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



            Oldest known Bible to go online.  

The Codex Sinaticus is written in ancient Greek. It is named after the 
place it was written, the monastery of Saint Catherine in Sinai, Egypt, 
set beneath the mountain where Moses is said to have received the 
Ten Commandments.  

 



 

     TWO WIDOWS MITE’S FROM THE TIME OF CHRIST. 

                       That I recently purchased. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

              AN EXAMPLE OF AN ANCIENT ROMAN “TEAR JAR”  

            FROM AROUND THE OF CHRIST. MAYBE LIKE MARY  

            MAGDALENE MIGHT HAVE USED TO COLLECT HER    

            TEARS?  
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