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Read carefully the process of God's judgment, what is His vengeance and His Rod? God has 
revealed exactly how He punishes in the commandments of God and to Moses. 

Exo. 20:5 - Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am 
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me;  

Exo 34:5-7 - And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the 
name [character] of the LORD.  (6)  And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The 
LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and 
truth,  (7)  Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will 
by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the 
children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation. 

 
Satan Clamours for the Right to Destroy 

Ever since his fall, it has been the work of Satan to oppose Christ's efforts to redeem the race. In 
the Bible he is called an accuser of the brethren. It is said that he accuses them before God day and 
night. Every time he leads them into temptation, he rejoices; because he well knows that their 
power of resistance will thus become weakened, and that he can then the more easily lead them to 
commit other sins. And when they have taken step after step in the wrong direction, he turns and 
begins to accuse them of the very sins which he has led them to commit. He thus causes them to 
become discouraged, and to lose confidence in themselves and in the Lord; and after they have 
separated from God, dishonored his name, and broken his law, he claims them as his captives, and 
contests the right of Christ to take them from him. Pointing to their sins, as he did to the filthy 
garments of Joshua, he says: “They profess to be thy children; but they do not obey thee. See the 
traces of sin upon them. They are my property.” {HS 154.3} 

This is the argument that he employs concerning God's people in all ages. He pleads their 
sinfulness as the reason why Christ's restraining power should not hold him back from 
exercising his cruelty upon them to its fullest extent. But to the accuser of his people the 
Saviour says, “The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan. Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 
Have I not thrust my own hand into the fire to gather this brand from the burning?” {HS 
154.4} 

So long as the people of God preserve their fidelity to him, so long as they cling by living faith 
to Jesus, they are under the protection of heavenly angels, and Satan will not be permitted 



to exercise his hellish arts upon them to their destruction. But those who separate themselves 
from Christ by sin are in great peril. If they continue to disregard the requirements of God, 
they know not how soon he may give them over to Satan, and permit him to do to them 
according to his will. There is, therefore, the greatest necessity of keeping the soul free from 
defilement, and the eye single to the glory of God; of thinking soberly and watching unto prayer 
continually. {HS 154.5} 

Satan is now more earnestly engaged in playing the game of life for souls than at any previous 
time; and unless we are constantly on our guard, he will establish in our hearts, pride, love of self, 
love [155] of the world, and many other evil traits. He will also use every possible device to 
unsettle our faith in God and in the truths of his word. If we have not a deep experience in the 
things of God, if we have not a thorough knowledge of his word, we shall be beguiled to our ruin 
by the errors and sophistries of the enemy. False doctrines will sap the foundations of many, 
because they have not learned to discern truth from error. Our only safeguard against the wiles of 
Satan is to diligently study the Scriptures; to have an intelligent understanding of the reasons of 
our faith; and to faithfully perform every known duty. The indulgence of one known sin will cause 
weakness and darkness, and subject us to fierce temptation. {Historical Sketches of the Foreign 
Missions of SDA's 154.6} 

Ellen White Shown Exactly How the Judgment of God Works 

I was shown that the judgments of God would not come directly out from the Lord upon 
them, but in this way: They place themselves beyond His protection. He warns, corrects, 
reproves, and points out the only path of safety; then if those who have been the objects of His 
special care will follow their own course independent of the Spirit of God, after repeated warnings, 
if they choose their own way, then He does not commission His angels to prevent Satan's 
decided attacks upon them. It is Satan's power that is at work at sea and on land, bringing 
calamity and distress, and sweeping off multitudes to make sure of his prey. And storm and 
tempest both by sea and land will be, for Satan has come down in great wrath. He is at work. He 
knows his time is short and, if he is not restrained, we shall see more terrible manifestations of his 
power than we have ever dreamed of.  {14MR 3.1} 

The Definition of God's Long deferred Vengeance 

God keeps a reckoning with the nations. Not a sparrow falls to the ground without His notice. 
Those who work evil toward their fellow men, saying, How doth God know? will one day be called 
upon to meet long-deferred vengeance. In this age a more than common contempt is shown to God. 
Men have reached a point in insolence and disobedience which shows that their cup of iniquity is 
almost full. Many have well-nigh passed the boundary of mercy. Soon God will show that He is 
indeed the living God. He will say to the angels, "No longer combat Satan in his efforts to 
destroy. Let him work out his malignity upon the children of disobedience; for the cup of their 
iniquity is full. They have advanced from one degree of wickedness to another, adding daily 



to their lawlessness. I will no longer interfere to prevent the destroyer from doing his work." 
RH Sept 17 1901 

The Judgements of God Come When Angel of Mercy Can No Longer Shelter Impenitent 

In quick succession the judgments of God will follow one another—fire, and flood, and 
earthquake, with war and bloodshed. We are not to be surprised at this time by events both great 
and decisive; for the angel of mercy cannot remain much longer to shelter the impenitent." 
{PK 278.1} 

Satan Would Sweep the Entire Race into His Net to Destroy Them 

Now the prince of darkness, working through his agents, represents God as a revengeful tyrant, 
declaring that He plunges into hell all those who do not please Him, and causes them ever to feel 
His wrath; and that while they suffer unutterable anguish and writhe in the eternal flames, their 
Creator looks down upon them with satisfaction.{GC 534.1}    

Thus the archfiend clothes with his own attributes the Creator and Benefactor of mankind. Cruelty 
is satanic. God is love; and all that He created was pure, holy, and lovely, until sin was brought in 
by the first great rebel. Satan himself is the enemy who tempts man to sin, and then destroys 
him if he can; and when he has made sure of his victim, then he exults in the ruin he has 
wrought. If permitted, he would sweep the entire race into his net. Were it not for the 
interposition of divine power, not one son or daughter of Adam would escape.  {GC 534.2} 

God Uses Him Enemies as Instruments of Punishment - Punishing Sin with Sin 

God will use His enemies as instruments to punish those who have followed their own 
pernicious ways whereby the truth of God has been misrepresented, misjudged, and 
dishonored. [Jeremiah 27:6]. Paulson Collection 136 (1894). 

God's Rod of Justice: Allowing Satan to Destroy 

There is an unerring register kept of all sins committed. All man’s impiety, all his disobedience to 
Heaven’s commands, are written in the books of heaven with unerring accuracy. The figures of 
guilt rapidly accumulate, yet the judgments of God are tempered with mercy, until the figures have 
reached their appointed limit. God bears long with the transgression of human beings, and 
continues through His appointed agencies to present the gospel message, until the set time has 
come. God bears with divine patience with the perversity of the wicked; but He declares that He 
will visit their transgressions with a rod. He will at last permit the destructive agencies of 
Satan to bear sway to destroy. (Manuscript 17, 1906). {4BC 1171.6} 

God Shields His Creatures from the Destroyer Satan 

Satan works through the elements also to garner his harvest of unprepared souls. He has studied 
the secrets of the laboratories of nature, and he uses all his power to control the elements as far as 



God allows. When he was suffered to afflict Job, how quickly flocks and herds, servants, houses, 
children, were swept away, one trouble succeeding another as in a moment. It is God that shields 
His creatures and hedges them in from the power of the destroyer. But the Christian world 
have shown contempt for the law of Jehovah; and the Lord will do just what He has declared 
that He would--He will withdraw His blessings from the earth and remove His protecting 
care from those who are rebelling against His law and teaching and forcing others to do the 
same. Satan has control of all whom God does not especially guard. He will favor and prosper 
some in order to further his own designs, and he will bring trouble upon others and lead men to 
believe that it is God who is afflicting them.  {GC 589.2} 

Satan allowed to Destroy those committed to his Guidance and Guardianship 

Thus it was that Lucifer, "the light bearer," the sharer of God's glory, the attendant of His throne, 
by transgression became Satan, "the adversary" of God and holy beings and the destroyer of 
those whom Heaven had committed to his guidance and guardianship.  {PP 39.2}    

Imagery of Death of First Born - Guardian Angels told to leave them alone 

Jesus knocks; will you open the door unto Him? Shall He be compelled to write upon the lintel 
of the doorway, in the place of His blood that cleanseth from all sin, the sentence that leaves 
you to the power of the destroying angels? “He is joined to his idols.” Guardian angels, “let 
him alone.” [Hosea 4:17.] “How often I would have gathered thy children together even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings and ye would not.” [Matthew 23:37.] To all who will open 
the door, Jesus comes in and takes possession. Will you not say, “Come in, thou blessed of the 
Lord; come in; wherefore standest thou without?” [Genesis 24:31.] Will you accept the gold—the 
riches of His love, His grace, His salvation, the robe of Christ’s righteousness? Of such He says, 
“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame and am 
sat down with my Father in his throne.” [Revelation 3:21.] {Lt30a-1892.29} 

Every Transgressor of God's Law will fall prey to the Destroyer if they do not 
repent 

The sinner is exposed to eternal death, until he finds a hiding place in Christ; and as loitering and 
carelessness might rob the fugitive of his only chance for life, so delays and indifference may 
prove the ruin of the soul. Satan, the great adversary, is on the track of every transgressor of 
God's holy law, and he who is not sensible of his danger, and does not earnestly seek shelter 
in the eternal refuge, will fall a prey to the destroyer.  {PP 517.2} 

We cannot know how much we owe to Christ for the peace and protection which we enjoy. It is 
the restraining power of God that prevents mankind from passing fully under the control of 
Satan. The disobedient and unthankful have great reason for gratitude for God's mercy and long-
suffering in holding in check the cruel, malignant power of the evil one. But when men pass the 
limits of divine forbearance, that restraint is removed. God does not stand toward the sinner as an 



executioner of the sentence against transgression; but He leaves the rejectors of His mercy to 
themselves, to reap that which they have sown. Every ray of light rejected, every warning despised 
or unheeded, every passion indulged, every transgression of the law of God, is a seed sown which 
yields its unfailing harvest. The Spirit of God, persistently resisted, is at last withdrawn from the 
sinner, and then there is left no power to control the evil passions of the soul, and no protection 
from the malice and enmity of Satan. The destruction of Jerusalem is a fearful and solemn warning 
to all who are trifling with the offers of divine grace and resisting the pleadings of divine mercy. 
Never was there given a more decisive testimony to God's hatred of sin and to the certain 
punishment that will fall upon the guilty.  {GC 36.1} 

God destroys no man. Everyone who is destroyed will have destroyed himself. Everyone who 
stifles the admonitions of conscience is sowing the seeds of unbelief, and these will produce a sure 
harvest. COL 84 
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