No Oddities or Eccentricities
Let there be no oddities or eccentricities of movement on the part of those who speak
the Word of truth, for such things will weaken the impression that should be made by the
Word. We must be guarded, for Satan is determined, if possible, to intermingle with
religious services his evil (p.24) influence. Let there be no theatrical display, for this will
not help to strengthen belief in the Word of God. Rather, it will divert attention to the
human instrument.--Letter 352, 1908. {2SM 23.3}

God's Word to Be Uncontaminated by Fallacies
Amid the confusing cries, "Lo, here is Christ! Lo, there is Christ!" will be borne a
special testimony, a special message of truth appropriate for this time, which message is
to be received, believed, and acted upon. It is the truth, not fanciful ideas, that is
efficacious. The eternal truth of the Word will stand forth free from all seductive errors
and spiritualistic interpretations, free from all fancifully drawn, alluring pictures.
Falsehoods will be urged upon the attention of God's people, but the truth is to stand
clothed in its beautiful, pure garments. The Word, precious in its holy, uplifting
influence, is not to be degraded to a level with common, ordinary matters. It is always to
remain uncontaminated by the fallacies by which Satan seeks to deceive, if possible, the
very elect.--The Review and Herald, Oct. 13, 1904. {2SM 24.1}
Let God's people act so that the world will see that Seventh-day Adventists are an
intelligent, thinking people, whose faith is based on a surer foundation than the bedlam of
confusion. The people are hungry for the bread of life. Do not offer them a stone.-Manuscript 101, 1901. {2SM 24.2}

Chap. 2 - Early Fanaticism to be Repeated
Removing the Landmarks
Our people need to understand the reasons of our faith and our past experiences. How
sad it is that so many of them apparently place unlimited confidence in men who present
theories tending to uproot our past experiences and to remove the old landmarks! Those
who can so easily be led by a false spirit show that they have been following the wrong
captain for some time--so long that they do not discern that they are departing from the
faith, or that they are not building upon the true foundation. We need to urge all to put on
their spiritual eyeglasses, to have their eyes anointed that they may see clearly and
discern the true pillars of the faith. Then they will know that "the foundation of God
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his" (2 Tim. 2:19). We
need to revive the old evidences of the faith once delivered to the saints. {2SM 25.1}
Every conceivable fanciful and deceptive doctrine will be presented by men who think
that they have the truth. Some are now teaching that children will be born in the new
earth. Is this present truth? Who has inspired these men to present such a theory? Did the
Lord give anyone such views?--No; those things which are revealed are for us and our
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children, but upon subjects not revealed, and having naught to do with our salvation,
silence is
26
eloquence. These strange ideas should not even be mentioned, much less taught as
essential truths. {2SM 25.2}
We have reached a time when things are to be called by their right name. As we did in
the earlier days, we must arise, and, under the Spirit of God, rebuke the work of
deception. Some of the sentiments now expressed are the alpha of some of the most
fanatical ideas that could be presented. Teachings similar to those we had to meet soon
after 1844 are being taught by some who occupy important positions in the work of God.
{2SM 26.1}
In New Hampshire, in Vermont, and in other places we had to resist the stealthy,
deceptive work of fanaticism. Presumptuous sins were committed, and unholy lusts were
freely indulged by some, under the cloak of sanctification. The doctrine of spiritual freelove was advocated. We saw the fulfillment of the scripture "that in the latter times some
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils" (1
Tim. 4:1).--The Southern Watchman, April 5, 1904. {2SM 26.2}

Bodily Demonstrations Not Demanded
True religion does not demand great bodily demonstrations. . . . These are no evidence
of the presence of the Spirit of God. In 1843 and 1844 we were called to meet just such
fanaticism. Men would say, I have the Holy Spirit of God, and they would come into the
meeting and roll just like a hoop; and because some would not receive this as evidence of
the working of the Spirit of God, they were looked upon as wicked people. The Lord sent
me into the midst of this fanaticism. . . . Some would come to me and ask, Why do you
not join with them? I said, I have another Leader than this, One who is meek and lowly in
heart, One who made no such demonstrations as you are making here, nor such boasts.
These demonstrations are not of Christ but of the devil.--Manuscript 97, 1909. {2SM
26.3}

A Claim to Be Sealed and Holy
In 1850 my husband and myself visited Vermont, Canada, New Hampshire, and
Maine. The meetings were
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held in private houses. It was then next to impossible to obtain access to unbelievers. The
disappointment in 1844 had confused the minds of many, and they would not listen to
any explanation of the matter. They were impatient and unbelieving, and many seemed
rebellious, coming out in a most decided manner against their past Advent experience.
Others dared not go to this length, and deny the way the Lord had led them. These were
glad to hear arguments from the Word of God which would harmonize our position with
prophetic history. As they listened to an explanation of the disappointment which had
been so bitter to them, they saw that God indeed led them, and they rejoiced in the truth.
This awakened the most bitter opposition on the part of those who denied our past
experience. {2SM 26.4}
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But we had a still worse element to meet in a class who claimed that they were
sanctified, that they could not sin, that they were sealed and holy, and that all their
impressions and notions were the mind of God. Conscientious souls were deceived by the
pretended piety of these fanatics. Satan had worked artfully to have these deluded ones
accept the Sabbath, as through their influence, while professing to believe one part of the
truth, he could crowd upon the people a great many errors. He could also use them to
good advantage to disgust unbelievers, who pointed to these inconsistent, unreasonable
ones as representatives of Seventh-day Adventists. This class urged upon the people
human tests and manufactured crosses, which Christ had not given them to bear. {2SM
27.1}
They claimed to heal the sick and to work miracles. They had a satanic, bewitching
power; yet they were over-bearing, dictatorial, and cruelly oppressive. The Lord used us
as instruments to rebuke these fanatics, and to open the eyes of His faithful people to the
true character of their work. Peace and joy came into the hearts of those who broke away
from this deception of Satan, and they glorified God as they saw His unerring wisdom in
setting before them the light of truth and its precious fruits in contrast with satanic
heresies and delusions. The truth shone in
28
contrast with these deceptions like clear gold amid the rubbish of earth.--The Review and
Herald, Nov. 20, 1883. {2SM 27.2}

Marring the Sacredness of the Work
I am charged to keep ever before our people--ministers of the gospel, and all who
claim to be giving the light of truth to the world--the danger of marring the sacredness of
God's work by allowing the mind to consent to a cheap interpretation of the way that God
desires His work to be done. I have had special instruction given me regarding bringing
human plans and devisings into the work of making known to the world the truth for this
time. {2SM 28.1}
Again and again in past years I have been bidden to speak in protest against the
fanciful and forbidden schemes that have been presented by one and another. My
message has ever been, Preach the Word in simplicity and all humility; present clear,
unadulterated truth to the people. Open no door to fanatical movements, for the influence
of these is to bring confusion of mind and discouragement and lack of faith to God's
people. . . . {2SM 28.2}
Whenever I have been called to meet fanaticism in its varied forms, I have received
clear, positive, and definite instruction to lift my voice against its influence. With some
the evil has revealed itself in the form of man-made tests for ascertaining a knowledge of
the will of God; and I was shown that this was a delusion which became an infatuation,
and that it is contrary to the will of the Lord. If we follow such methods, we shall be
found aiding the enemy's plans. In times past certain among the believers had great faith
in the setting of signs by which to decide their duty. Some had such confidence in these
signs that men went so far as to exchange wives, thus bringing adultery into the church.
{2SM 28.3}
I have been shown that deceptions like those we were called to meet in the early
experiences of the message would be repeated, and that we shall have to meet them again
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in the closing days of the work. At this time we are required to bring all our powers under
the control of God, exercising our faculties in accordance with the light He has
29
given. Read the fourth and fifth chapters of Matthew. Study Matthew 4:8-10; also chapter
5:13. Meditate upon the sacred work that was carried forward by Christ. It is thus that the
principles of the Word of God are to be brought into our labors.--Letter 36, 1911. {2SM
28.4}

Maintaining Propriety In Deportment
After the passing of the time in 1844, fanaticism came into the ranks of Adventists.
God gave messages of warning to stay the incoming evil. There was too great familiarity
between some men and women. I presented to them the holy standard of truth that we
should reach, and the purity of deportment that we should maintain, in order to meet the
approval of God and be without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. Most solemn
denunciations from God were given to men and women whose thoughts were running in
an impure channel, while they claimed to be especially favored of God; but the message
God gave was despised and rejected. . . . {2SM 29.1}
We are not out of danger even now. Every soul who engages to give to the world the
message of warning will be sorely tempted to pursue such a course in life as will deny his
faith. {2SM 29.2}
We must as workers be united in frowning down and condemning anything that bears
the least approach to evil, in our associations with one another. Our faith is holy; our
work is to vindicate the honor of God's law, and is not of a character to bring anyone
down to a low level in thought or in deportment. There are many who claim to believe
and teach the truth who have error and fanciful ideas of their own mingled with the truth.
But there is an exalted platform for us to stand upon. We must believe and teach the truth
as it is in Jesus. Holiness of heart will never lead to impure actions. When one who
claims to be teaching the truth is inclined to be much in the company of young or even
married women, when he familiarly lays his hand upon their person, or is often found
conversing with them in a familiar manner, be afraid of him; the pure principles of truth
are not inwrought in his soul. Such are not workers
30
with Jesus; they are not in Christ, and Christ is not abiding in them. They need a thorough
conversion before God can accept their labors. {2SM 29.3}
The truth of heavenly origin never degrades the receiver, never leads him to the least
approach to undue familiarity; on the contrary, it sanctifies the believer, refines his taste,
elevates and ennobles him, and brings him into a close connection with Jesus. It leads
him to regard the apostle Paul's injunction to abstain from even the appearance of evil,
lest his good should be evil spoken of.-- The Review and Herald, Nov. 10, 1885. {2SM
30.1}
{For further references to early fanaticism see Life Sketches, 85-94; Testimonies for
the Church, volume 1, pages 71-73; volume 8, pages 291, 292; Gospel Workers, pages
316, 317.} {2SM 30.2}
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Chap. 3 - The "Holy Flesh" Doctrine
{A FANATICAL TEACHING TERMED BY ITS ADVOCATES "THE DOCTRINE
OF HOLY FLESH" WAS STARTED IN 1900 IN INDIANA, CARRYING AWAY THE
CONFERENCE PRESIDENT AND VARIOUS WORKERS. CLAIMING THAT
WHEN CHRIST PASSED THROUGH THE AGONY OF GETHSEMANE HE
OBTAINED HOLY FLESH SUCH AS ADAM POSSESSED BEFORE HIS FALL,
THIS THEORY ALLEGED THAT THOSE WHO FOLLOW THE SAVIOUR MUST
ALSO ACQUIRE THE SAME STATE OF PHYSICAL SINLESSNESS AS AN
ESSENTIAL PREPARATION FOR TRANSLATION. EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS
REPORT THAT IN THEIR SERVICES THE FANATICS WORKED UP A HIGH
PITCH OF EXCITEMENT BY USE OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS SUCH AS
ORGANS, FLUTES, FIDDLES, TAMBOURINES, HORNS, AND EVEN A BIG BASS
DRUM. THEY SOUGHT A PHYSICAL DEMONSTRATION AND SHOUTED AND
PRAYED AND SANG UNTIL SOMEONE IN THE CONGREGATION WOULD
FALL, PROSTRATE AND UNCONSCIOUS, FROM HIS SEAT. ONE OR TWO MEN,
WALKING UP AND DOWN THE AISLE FOR THE PURPOSE, WOULD DRAG THE
FALLEN PERSON UP ON THE ROSTRUM. THEN ABOUT A DOZEN
INDIVIDUALS WOULD GATHER AROUND THE PROSTRATE BODY, SOME
SINGING, SOME SHOUTING, AND SOME PRAYING, ALL AT THE SAME TIME.
WHEN THE SUBJECT REVIVED, HE WAS COUNTED AMONG THOSE WHO
HAD PASSED THROUGH THE GETHSEMANE EXPERIENCE, HAD OBTAINED
HOLY FLESH, AND HAD TRANSLATION FAITH. THEREAFTER, IT WAS
ASSERTED, HE COULD NOT SIN AND WOULD NEVER DIE. ELDERS S. N.
HASKELL AND A. J. BREED, TWO OF OUR LEADING DENOMINATIONAL
MINISTERS, WERE SENT TO THE CAMP MEETING HELD AT MUNCIE,
INDIANA, FROM SEPTEMBER 13 TO 23, 1900, TO MEET THIS FANATICISM.
THESE DEVELOPMENTS WERE REVEALED TO MRS. WHITE WHILE SHE WAS
IN AUSTRALIA IN JANUARY, 1900, AND SHE BORE TESTIMONY OF
WARNING AND REPROOF AGAINST IT, AS SEEN IN THE TWO FOLLOWING
MESSAGES.-- COMPILERS.} {2SM 31.1}

A Repetition of Early Fanaticism
{A statement read by Mrs. E. G. White before the ministers at the General
Conference, April 17, 1901.} {2SM 31.2}
Instruction has been given me in regard to the late experience of brethren in Indiana
and the teaching they have
32
given to the churches. Through this experience and teaching the enemy has been working
to lead souls astray. {2SM 31.3}
The teaching given in regard to what is termed "holy flesh" is an error. All may now
obtain holy hearts, but it is not correct to claim in this life to have holy flesh. The apostle
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Paul declares, "I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing" (Rom.
7:18). To those who have tried so hard to obtain by faith so-called holy flesh, I would
say, You cannot obtain it. Not a soul of you has holy flesh now. No human being on the
earth has holy flesh. It is an impossibility. {2SM 32.1}
If those who speak so freely of perfection in the flesh, could see things in the true
light, they would recoil with horror from their presumptuous ideas. In showing the fallacy
of their assumptions in regard to holy flesh, the Lord is seeking to prevent men and
women from putting on His words a construction which leads to pollution of body, soul,
and spirit. Let this phase of doctrine be carried a little further, and it will lead to the claim
that its advocates cannot sin; that since they have holy flesh, their actions are all holy.
What a door of temptation would thus be opened! {2SM 32.2}
The Scriptures teach us to seek for the sanctification to God of body, soul, and spirit.
In this work we are to be laborers together with God. Much may be done to restore the
moral image of God in man, to improve the physical, mental, and moral capabilities.
Great changes can be made in the physical system by obeying the laws of God and
bringing into the body nothing that defiles. And while we cannot claim perfection of the
flesh, we may have Christian perfection of the soul. Through the sacrifice made in our
behalf, sins may be perfectly forgiven. Our dependence is not in what man can do; it is in
what God can do for man through Christ. When we surrender ourselves wholly to God,
and fully believe, the blood of Christ cleanses from all sin. The conscience can be freed
from condemnation. Through faith in His blood, all may be made perfect in Christ Jesus.
Thank God that we are not dealing with impossibilities. We may claim sanctification. We
may enjoy the favor of God. We are not to be anxious about what
33
Christ and God think of us, but about what God thinks of Christ, our Substitute. Ye are
accepted in the Beloved. The Lord shows, to the repenting, believing one, that Christ
accepts the surrender of the soul, to be molded and fashioned after His own likeness.
{2SM 32.3}
In His life on earth, Christ could have made disclosures which would have eclipsed
and assigned to oblivion all human discoveries. He could have opened door after door to
mysterious things, and many revelations of eternal realities would have been the sure
result. He could have uttered words which would have been as a key to unlock mysteries
that would have captivated the minds of generations to the close of time. But Christ does
not open the numerous doors at which human curiosity has been striving to obtain
entrance. He does not spread for men a feast that would prove deleterious to their highest
interests. He came to plant for men, not the tree of knowledge, but the tree of life. . . .
{2SM 33.1}
I have been instructed to say to those in Indiana who are advocating strange doctrines,
You are giving a wrong mold to the precious and important work of God. Keep within
the bounds of the Bible. Take Christ's lessons, and repeat them over and over again.
Remember that "the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and
easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without
hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace"
(James 3:17, 18). {2SM 33.2}
When human beings receive holy flesh, they will not remain on the earth, but will be
taken to heaven. While sin is forgiven in this life, its results are not now wholly removed.
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It is at His coming that Christ is to "change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body" (Phil. 3:21). . . . {2SM 33.3}
Again and again in the progress of our work, fanatical movements have arisen, and
when the matter was presented before me, I have had to bear a message similar to the
message I am bearing to my brethren from Indiana. I have been instructed by the Lord
that this movement in Indiana is of the same character as have been the movements in
34
years past. In your religious meetings there have been exercises similar to those I have
witnessed in connection with those movements in the past. {2SM 33.4}
In the period of disappointment after the passing of the time in 1844, fanaticism in
various forms arose. Some held that the resurrection of the righteous dead had already
taken place. I was sent to bear a message to those believing this, as I am now bearing a
message to you. They declared that they were perfected, that body, soul, and spirit were
holy. They made demonstrations similar to those you have made, and confused their own
minds and the minds of others by their wonderful suppositions. Yet these persons were
our beloved brethren, and we were longing to help them. I went into their meetings.
There was much excitement, with noise and confusion. One could not tell what was piped
or what was harped. Some appeared to be in vision, and fell to the floor. Others were
jumping, dancing, and shouting. They declared that as their flesh was purified, they were
ready for translation. This they repeated again and again. I bore my testimony in the
name of the Lord, placing His rebuke upon these manifestations. {2SM 34.1}
Some who had engaged in these movements were brought to their right mind, and saw
their delusion. Some had been excellent, honest people, but they thought that sanctified
flesh could not sin, and thus they had been taken in Satan's trap. They had carried their
strong ideas so far that they became a reproach to the precious cause of God. These
sorely repented, and some were afterward among our most reliable men and women. But
there were others who ever after walked in sadness. We could not at any time make them
feel that they were worthy to work for the Master, whose precious cause they had so
greatly dishonored. {2SM 34.2}
As the result of fanatical movements such as I have described, persons in no way
responsible for them have in some cases lost their reason. They could not harmonize the
scenes of excitement and tumult with their own past precious experience; they were
pressed beyond measure to receive the message of error; it was represented to them that
35
unless they did this they would be lost; and as the result their mind was unbalanced, and
some became insane. These things bring a reproach upon the cause of truth, and hinder
the proclamation of the last message of mercy to the world. {2SM 34.3}

Shouting No Evidence of Sanctification
The manner in which the meetings in Indiana have been carried on, with noise and
confusion, does not commend them to thoughtful, intelligent minds. There is nothing in
these demonstrations which will convince the world that we have the truth. Mere noise
and shouting are no evidence of sanctification, or of the descent of the Holy Spirit. Your
wild demonstrations create only disgust in the minds of unbelievers. The fewer of such
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demonstrations there are, the better it will be for the actors and for the people in general.
{2SM 35.1}
Fanaticism, once started and left unchecked, is as hard to quench as a fire which has
obtained hold of a building. Those who have entered into and sustained this fanaticism,
might far better be engaged in secular labor; for by their inconsistent course of action
they are dishonoring the Lord and imperiling His people. Many such movements will
arise at this time, when the Lord's work should stand elevated, pure, unadulterated with
superstition and fables. We need to be on our guard, to maintain a close connection with
Christ, that we be not deceived by Satan's devices. {2SM 35.2}
The Lord desires to have in His service order and discipline, not excitement and
confusion. We are not now able to describe with accuracy the scenes to be enacted in our
world in the future; but this we do know, that this is a time when we must watch unto
prayer; for the great day of the Lord is at hand. Satan is rallying his forces. We need to be
thoughtful and still, and to contemplate the truths of revelation. Excitement is not
favorable to growth in grace, to true purity and sanctification of the spirit. {2SM 35.3}
God wants us to deal with sacred truth. This alone will convince the gainsayer. Calm,
sensible labor must be put forth, to convince souls of their condition, to show them
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the character building which must be carried on if a beautiful structure is raised for the
Lord. Minds that are awakened must be patiently instructed if they rightly understand and
duly appreciate the truths of the Word. {2SM 35.4}
God calls upon His people to walk with sobriety and holy consistency. They should be
very careful not to misrepresent and dishonor the holy doctrines of truth by strange
performances, by confusion and tumult. By this, unbelievers are led to think that Seventhday Adventists are a set of fanatics. Thus prejudice is created that prevents souls from
receiving the message for this time. When believers speak the truth as it is in Jesus, they
reveal a holy, sensible calm, not a storm of confusion.--General Conference Bulletin,
April 23, 1901. {2SM 36.1}

Worship With a Bedlam of Noise
It is impossible to estimate too largely the work that the Lord will accomplish through
His proposed vessels in carrying out His mind and purpose. The things you have
described as taking place in Indiana, the Lord has shown me would take place just before
the close of probation. Every uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There will be shouting,
with drums, music, and dancing. The senses of rational beings will become so confused
that they cannot be trusted to make right decisions. And this is called the moving of the
Holy Spirit. {2SM 36.2}
The Holy Spirit never reveals itself in such methods, in such a bedlam of noise. This is
an invention of Satan to cover up his ingenious methods for making of none effect the
pure, sincere, elevating, ennobling, sanctifying truth for this time. Better never have the
worship of God blended with music than to use musical instruments to do the work which
last January was represented to me would be brought into our camp meetings. The truth
for this time needs nothing of this kind in its work of converting souls. A bedlam of noise
shocks the senses and perverts that which if conducted aright might be a blessing. The
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powers of satanic agencies blend with the din and noise, to have a carnival, and this is
termed the Holy Spirit's working.
37
{2SM 36.3}
When the camp meeting is ended, the good which ought to have been done and which
might have been done by the presentation of sacred truth is not accomplished. Those
participating in the supposed revival receive impressions which lead them adrift. They
cannot tell what they formerly knew regarding Bible principles. {2SM 37.1}
No encouragement should be given to this kind of worship. The same kind of
influence came in after the passing of the time in 1844. The same kind of representations
were made. Men became excited, and were worked by a power thought to be the power
of God.... {2SM 37.2}

History of the Past to Be Repeated
I will not go into all the painful history; it is too much. But last January the Lord
showed me that erroneous theories and methods would be brought into our camp
meetings, and that the history of the past would be repeated. I felt greatly distressed. I
was instructed to say that at these demonstrations demons in the form of men are present,
working with all the ingenuity that Satan can employ to make the truth disgusting to
sensible people; that the enemy was trying to arrange matters so that the camp meetings,
which have been the means of bringing the truth of the third angel's message before
multitudes, should lose their force and influence. {2SM 37.3}
The third angel's message is to be given in straight lines. It is to be kept free from
every thread of the cheap, miserable inventions of men's theories, prepared by the father
of lies, and disguised as was the brilliant serpent used by Satan as a medium of deceiving
our first parents. Thus Satan tries to put his stamp upon the work God would have stand
forth in purity. {2SM 37.4}
The Holy Spirit has nothing to do with such a confusion of noise and multitude of
sounds as passed before me last January. Satan works amid the din and confusion of such
music, which, properly conducted, would be a praise and glory to God. He makes its
effect like the poison sting of the serpent.
38
{2SM 37.5}
Those things which have been in the past will be in the future. Satan will make music
a snare by the way in which it is conducted. God calls upon His people, who have the
light before them in the Word and in the Testimonies, to read and consider, and to take
heed. Clear and definite instruction has been given in order that all may understand. But
the itching desire to originate something new results in strange doctrines, and largely
destroys the influence of those who would be a power for good if they held firm the
beginning of their confidence in the truth the Lord had given them. {2SM 38.1}
"Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard,
lest at any time we should let them slip [margin: "run out as leaking vessels"]. For if the
word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a
just recompence of reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard
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him?" (Heb. 2:1-3). "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called
To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made
partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end"
(Heb. 3:12-14). {2SM 38.2}
Brother and Sister Haskell, we must put on every piece of the armor, and having done
all, stand firm. We are set as a defense for the gospel, and we must compose a part of the
Lord's grand army for aggressive warfare. By the Lord's faithful ambassadors the truth
must be presented in clear-cut lines. Much of that which today is called testing truth is
twaddle which leads to a resistance of the Holy Spirit.... {2SM 38.3}

Defective Presentation Regarding the Holy Spirit

Much is being said regarding the impartation of the Holy Spirit, and by some this is
being so interpreted that it is an injury to the churches. Eternal life is the receiving
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of the living elements in the Scriptures and doing the will of God. This is eating the flesh
and drinking the blood of the Son of God. To those who do this, life and immortality are
brought to light through the gospel, for God's Word is verity and truth, spirit and life. It is
the privilege of all who believe in Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour to feed on the
Word of God. The Holy Spirit's influence renders that Word, the Bible, an immortal
truth, which to the prayerful searcher gives spiritual sinew and muscle. {2SM 38.4}
"Search the scriptures," Christ declared, "for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me" (John 5:39). Those who dig beneath the surface
discover the hidden gems of truth. The Holy Spirit is present with the earnest searcher. Its
illumination shines upon the Word, stamping the truth upon the mind with a new, fresh
importance. The searcher is filled with a sense of peace and joy never before felt. The
preciousness of truth is realized as never before. A new, heavenly light shines upon the
Word, illuminating it as though every letter were tinged with gold. God Himself has
spoken to the mind and heart, making the Word spirit and life. {2SM 39.1}
Every true searcher of the Word lifts his heart to God, imploring the aid of the Spirit.
And he soon discovers that which carried him above all the fictitious statements of the
would-be teacher, whose weak, tottering theories are not sustained by the Word of the
living God. These theories were invented by men who had not learned the first great
lesson, that God's Spirit and life are in His Word. If they had received in the heart the
eternal element contained in the Word of God, they would see how tame and
expressionless are all efforts to get something new to create a sensation. They need to
learn the very first principles of the Word of God; they would then have the word of life
for the people, who will soon distinguish the chaff from the wheat, for Jesus left His
promise with His disciples.--Letter 132, 1900. {2SM 39.2}
Chap. 4 - Warnings Against Deceptive Claims of the Spirit's Guidance
-
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{ON NOVEMBER 12, 1908, THERE CAME TO ST. HELENA, CALIFORNIA, A
ZEALOUS MAN, WITH HIS WIFE. THEY SOUGHT AN INTERVIEW WITH MRS.
WHITE, AND RELATED TO HER REMARKABLE EXPERIENCES DATING BACK
FOR ABOUT THREE YEARS. THESE EXPERIENCES BEGAN TO COME TO
THEM AFTER SEVERAL DAYS OF FASTING AND PRAYING FOR THE HOLY
SPIRIT UNTIL, AS THEY SAID, "GREAT DROPS OF SWEAT STOOD ON OUR
BROW." THEY BELIEVED THAT THEY HAD RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT AS
DID THE EARLY APOSTLES. THEY CLAIMED TO HAVE SPOKEN IN TONGUES,
AND TO HAVE LABORED ZEALOUSLY FOR OTHERS THAT THEY MIGHT
ENTER INTO A SIMILAR EXPERIENCE. {2SM 40.1}
THEY HAD BEEN ARRESTED IN THE EAST ON A CHARGE OF EXERCISING
MESMERIC INFLUENCE ON A CHILD. AFTER HEARING THE CASE THE
ATTORNEY AND THE MAYOR HAD SAID THAT IF THEY WERE NOT ON THE
BORDER OF INSANITY, THEY WERE PERILOUSLY CLOSE TO IT. THEY
CLAIMED THAT WHILE IN THE JAIL THEY WERE TOLD "THROUGH THE
SPIRIT" TO ACT AS THOUGH THEY WERE INSANE, WITH THE RESULT THAT
GOD "PUT THE FEAR ON THESE MEN, SO THEY WERE FEARFUL TO COME
INSIDE" THE CELL. {2SM 40.2}
THEY BELIEVED THAT THE CHILD WHOM THEY WERE CHARGED WITH
MESMERIZING WAS GIFTED WITH THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, AND
DIRECTED THEM WHERE TO GO. THEY CLAIMED THAT THROUGH PRAYER
THEY HAD HEALED THE SICK, CAST OUT DEVILS, AND HAD DONE MANY
OTHER WONDERFUL WORKS. OF THIS WIFE, THE HUSBAND SAID, "THE
SPIRIT OPERATES THROUGH HER, AND WE BELIEVE THAT THIS IS THE GIFT
OF PROPHECY THAT IS TO BE POURED OUT ON ALL FLESH." {2SM 40.3}
THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS WERE MADE BY MRS. WHITE IN
REFERENCE TO THIS AND SIMILAR MOVEMENTS.--COMPILERS.}
41
{2SM 40.4}

God's Work Characterized by Calmness
and Dignity
Two weeks ago today, while I was writing, my son W. C. White came into my room
and stated that there were two persons below who wished to speak with me. I went
downstairs into our sitting room and there met a man and his wife who claim to follow
the Word of God and to believe the Testimonies. They have had an unusual experience
during the past two or three years. They seemed to be honesthearted people. {2SM 41.1}
I listened while they related some of their experiences, and then I told them something
of the work we had to do in meeting and opposing fanaticism soon after the passing of
the time when we expected to see our Lord. During those trying days some of our most
precious believers were led into fanaticism. I said further that before the end we would
see strange manifestations by those who professed to be led by the Holy Spirit. There are
those who will treat as something of great importance these peculiar manifestations,
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which are not of God, but which are calculated to divert the minds of many away from
the teachings of the Word. {2SM 41.2}
In this stage of our history we must be very careful to guard against everything that
savors of fanaticism and disorder. We must guard against all peculiar exercises that
would be likely to stir up the minds of unbelievers, and lead them to think that as a
people we are led by impulse, and delight in noise and confusion accompanied by
eccentricities of action. In the last days the enemy of present truth will bring in
manifestations that are not in harmony with the workings of the Spirit, but are calculated
to lead astray those who stand ready to take up with something new and strange. {2SM
41.3}
I told this brother and his wife that the experience through which I passed in my
youth, shortly after the passing of the time in 1844, had led me to be very, very cautious
about accepting anything similar to that which we then met and rebuked in the name of
the Lord.
42
{2SM 41.4}
No greater harm could be done to the work of God at this time than for us to allow a
spirit of fanaticism to come into our churches, accompanied by strange workings which
are incorrectly supposed to be operations of the Spirit of God. {2SM 42.1}
As this brother and his wife outlined their experiences, which they claim have come to
them as the result of receiving the Holy Ghost with apostolic power, it seemed to be a
facsimile of that which we were called to meet and correct in our early experience. {2SM
42.2}
Toward the close of our interview Brother L proposed that we unite in prayer, with the
thought that possibly while in prayer his wife would be exercised as they had described to
me, and that then I might be able to discern whether this was of the Lord or not. To this I
could not consent, because I have been instructed that when one offers to exhibit these
peculiar manifestations, this is a decided evidence that it is not the work of God. {2SM
42.3}
We must not permit these experiences to lead us to feel discouraged. Such experiences
will come to us from time to time. Let us give no place to strange exercisings, which
really take the mind away from the deep movings of the Holy Spirit. God's work is ever
characterized by calmness and dignity. We cannot afford to sanction anything that would
bring in confusion and weaken our zeal in regard to the great work that God has given us
to do in the world to prepare for the second coming of Christ. --Letter 338, 1908. {2SM
42.4}

Statements by Mrs. White in the Interview
I am telling you these experiences, in order that you may know what we have passed
through. . . . Some {fanatics after 1844} would dance up and down, singing, "Glory,
glory, glory, glory, glory, glory." Sometimes I would sit still until they got through, and
then I would rise and say, "This is not the way the Lord works. He does not make
impressions in this way. We must direct the minds of the people to the Word as the
foundation of our faith." {2SM 42.5}
I was but a mere child at that time, and yet I had to
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bear my testimony repeatedly against these strange workings. And ever since that time I
have sought to be very, very careful lest something of this sort should come in again
among our people. Any manifestation of fanaticism takes the mind away from the
evidence of truth--the Word itself. {2SM 42.6}
You might take a consistent course, but those who would be influenced by you might
take a very inconsistent course, and, as a result, we should very soon have our hands full
of something that would make it almost impossible to give unbelievers the right
impression of our message and work. We must go to the people with the solid Word of
God; and when they receive that Word, the Holy Spirit may come, but it always comes,
as I have stated before, in a way that commends itself to the judgment of the people. In
our speaking, our singing, and in all our spiritual exercises, we are to reveal that calmness
and dignity and godly fear that actuates every true child of God. {2SM 43.1}
There is constant danger of allowing something to come into our midst that we may
regard as the workings of the Holy Spirit, but that in reality is the fruit of a spirit of
fanaticism. So long as we allow the enemy of truth to lead us into a wrong way, we
cannot hope to reach the honest in heart with the third angel's message. We are to be
sanctified through obedience to the truth. I am afraid of anything that would have a
tendency to turn the mind away from the solid evidences of the truth as revealed in God's
Word. I am afraid of it; I am afraid of it. We must bring our minds within the bounds of
reason, lest the enemy so come in as to set everything in a disorderly way. There are
persons of an excitable temperament who are easily led into fanaticism; and should we
allow anything to come into our churches that would lead such persons into error, we
would soon see these errors carried to extreme lengths, and then because of the course of
these disorderly elements, a stigma would rest upon the whole body of Seventh-day
Adventists.
44
{2SM 43.2}

Fanaticism to be Seen Again
I have been studying how to get some of these early experiences into print again, so
that more of our people may be informed, for I have long known that fanaticism will be
manifest again, in different ways. We are to strengthen our position by dwelling on the
Word, and by avoiding all oddities and strange exercisings that some would be very
quick to catch up and practice. If we were to allow confusion to come into our ranks, we
could not bind off our work as we should. . . . {2SM 44.1}
During the years of Christ's ministry on earth godly women assisted in the work that
the Saviour and His disciples were carrying forward. If those who were opposing this
work could have found anything out of the regular order in the conduct of these women,
it would have closed the work at once. But while women were laboring with Christ and
the apostles, the entire work was conducted on so high a plane as to be above the shadow
of a suspicion. No occasion for any accusation could be found. The minds of all were
directed to the Scriptures, rather than individuals. The truth was proclaimed intelligently,
and so plainly that all could understand. {2SM 44.2}
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How afraid I am to have anything of a fanatical nature brought in among our people.
There are many, many who must be sanctified, but they are to be sanctified through
obedience to the message of truth.... {2SM 44.3}
We cannot allow excitable elements among us to display themselves in a way that
would destroy our influence with those whom we wish to reach with the truth. It took us
years to outlive the unfavorable impression that unbelievers gained of Adventists through
their knowledge of the strange and wicked workings of fanatical elements among us
during the early years of our existence as a separate people.--Manuscript 115, 1908.
{2SM 44.4}

Counsel to the Brother and His Wife
Dear Brother and Sister L:
Recently, in visions of the night, there were opened before me some matters that I
must communicate to you.
45
I have been shown that you are making some sad mistakes. In your study of the
Scriptures and of the Testimonies you have come to wrong conclusions. The Lord's work
would be greatly misunderstood if you should continue to labor as you have begun. You
place a false interpretation upon the word of God and upon the printed Testimonies; and
then you seek to carry on a strange work in accordance with your conception of their
meaning. You have even supposed that power is given you to cast out devils. Through
your influence over the human mind men and women are led to believe that they are
possessed of devils, and that the Lord has appointed you as His agents for casting out
these evil spirits. {2SM 44.5}
Your wife, in speech, in song, and in strange exhibitions that are not in accordance
with the genuine work of the Holy Spirit, is helping to bring in a phase of fanaticism that
would do great injury to the cause of God, if allowed any place in our churches. {2SM
45.1}
My brother and sister, I have a message for you: you are starting on a false
supposition. There is much of self woven into your exhibitions. Satan will come in with
bewitching power through these exhibitions. It is high time that you call a halt. If God
had given you a special message for His people, you would walk and work in all
humility--not as if you were on the stage of a theater, but in the meekness of a follower of
the lowly Jesus of Nazareth. You would carry an influence altogether different from that
which you have been carrying. . . . {2SM 45.2}
The sincere desire to do others good will lead the Christian worker to put away all
thought of bringing into the message of present truth any strange teachings leading men
and women into fanaticism. At this period of the world's history we must exercise the
greatest of care in this respect. {2SM 45.3}
Some of the phases of experience through which you are passing endanger not only
your own souls but the souls of many others, because you appeal to the precious words of
Christ as recorded in the Scriptures, and to the Testimonies, to vouch for the genuineness
of your
46
message. In supposing that the precious Word, which is verity and truth, and the
Testimonies that the Lord has given for His people, are your authority, you are deceived.
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You are moved by wrong impulses, and are bracing up yourselves with declarations that
mislead. You attempt to make the truth of God sustain false sentiments and incorrect
actions that are inconsistent and fanatical. This makes tenfold, yes, twentyfold harder the
work of the church in acquainting the people with the truths of the third angel's message.-Letter 358a, 1908. {2SM 45.4}

A Message to the Churches in California
To Our Brethren in California:
Last night instruction was given me for our people. I seemed to be in a meeting where
representations were being made of the strange work of Brother L and wife. I was
instructed that it was a work similar to that which was carried on in _____, in the State of
Maine, and in various other places after the passing of the time in 1844. I was bidden to
speak decidedly against this fanatical work. {2SM 46.1}
I was shown that it was not the Spirit of the Lord that was inspiring Brother and Sister
L, but the same spirit of fanaticism that is ever seeking entrance into the remnant church.
Their application of Scripture of their peculiar exercises is Scripture misapplied. The
work of declaring persons possessed of the devil, and then praying with them and
pretending to cast out the evil spirits, is fanaticism which will bring into disrepute any
church which sanctions such work. {2SM 46.2}
I was shown that we must give no encouragement to these demonstrations, but must
guard the people with a decided testimony against that which would bring a stain upon
the name of Seventh-day Adventists, and destroy the confidence of the people in the
message of truth which they must bear to the world. The Lord has done a great work for
His people in placing them on vantage ground. It is the duty of the church to cherish its
influence. Precious are the words, "Search the scriptures; for in them
47
ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me" (John 5:39). The
words of inspiration carefully studied and prayerfully obeyed, will thoroughly furnish
unto all good works. {2SM 46.3}
As a denomination we need to look more continually to God for guidance. We are
living in an evil age. The perils of the last days are upon us. Because iniquity abounds,
Satan presumes to bring in all kinds of delusive theories upon those who have tried to
walk humbly with God, and who are distrustful of self. Shall self-confident, fanatical men
come to these humble souls assuring them that they are possessed of evil spirits, and after
praying with them, affirm that the devil is cast out? Such are not the manifestations of the
Spirit of God, but of another spirit. {2SM 47.1}
I call upon every church to beware of being led to think evil of those who, because
distrustful of self, fear that they have not the Holy Spirit. There are those who have
followed their own ways instead of the ways of God. They have not acknowledged the
light that God has graciously given; and because of this they have lost the power to
distinguish between darkness and light. There are many who have heard much in regard
to the path they ought to follow, but who ignore the requirements God makes of them.
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Their light does not shine in works that reveal the principles of truth and holiness. It is
this class who in time of test will accept falsehood and erroneous theories for the truth of
God. {2SM 47.2}
Great light has been given to the people of God. Let our people awake, and go forward
to perfection. You will be exposed to the fallacies of satanic agencies. Fearful waves of
fanaticism will come. But God will deliver the people who will earnestly seek the Lord,
and consecrate themselves to His service.--Pacific Union Recorder, Dec. 31, 1908. {2SM
47.3}
Avoid Emotionalism.--Still others go to the opposite extreme, making religious
emotions prominent, and on special occasions manifesting intense zeal. Their religion
seems to be more of the nature of a stimulus rather than an abiding faith in Christ. {Ev
502.2}
True ministers know the value of the inward working of the Holy Spirit upon human
hearts. They are content with simplicity in religious services. Instead of making much of
popular singing, they give their principal attention to the study of the Word, and render
praise to God from the heart. Above the outward adorning they regard the inward
adorning, the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit. In their mouths is found no guile.-Manuscript 21 1891. {Ev 502.3}

Chap. 226 - Drums, Dancing and Noise
Let all things be done decently and in order. 1 Cor. 14:40.
[ The things you have described . . . the Lord has shown me would take place just
before the close of probation. Every uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There will be
shouting, with drums, music, and dancing. The senses of rational beings will become so
confused that they cannot be trusted to make right decisions. And this is called the
moving of the Holy Spirit. {Mar 234.1}]
The Holy Spirit never reveals itself in such methods, in such a bedlam of noise. This is
an invention of Satan to cover up his ingenious methods for making of none effect the
pure, sincere, elevating, ennobling, sanctifying truth for this time. . . . A bedlam of noise
shocks the senses and perverts that which if conducted aright might be a blessing. The
powers of Satanic agencies blend with the din and noise, to have a carnival, and this is
termed the Holy Spirit's working. . . . Those participating in the supposed revival receive
impressions which lead them adrift. They cannot tell what they formerly knew regarding
Bible principles. {Mar 234.2}
No encouragement should be given to this kind of worship. The same kind of
influence came in after the passing of the time in 1844. The same kind of representations
were made. Men became excited, and were worked by a power thought to be the power
of God. . . . {Mar 234.3}
Men and women, supposed to be guided by the Holy Spirit, held meetings in a state of
nudity. They talked about holy flesh. They said they were beyond the power of
temptation, and they sang, and shouted, and made all manner of noisy demonstrations. . .
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. Satan was moulding the work, and sensuality was the result. The cause of God was
dishonored. Truth, sacred truth, was leveled in the dust by human agencies. . . . {Mar
234.4}
I bore my testimony, declaring that these fanatical movements, this din and noise,
were inspired by the spirit of Satan, who was working miracles to deceive if possible the
very elect. {Mar 234.5}
We need to be on our guard, to maintain a close connection with Christ, that we be not
deceived by Satan's devices. The Lord desires to have in His service order and discipline,
not excitement and confusion. {Mar 234.6}

false "tongues" identified in 1864
A spirit of fanaticism has ruled a certain class of Sabbathkeepers there; they have
sipped but lightly at the fountain of truth and are unacquainted with the spirit of the
message of the third angel. . . . {NL 49.2}
Some of these persons have exercises which they call gifts and say that the Lord has
placed them in the church. They have an unmeaning gibberish which they call the
unknown tongue, which is unknown not only by man but by the Lord and all heaven.
Such gifts are manufactured by men and women, aided by the great deceiver. Fanaticism,
false excitement, false talking in tongues, and noisy exercises have been considered gifts
which God has placed in the church. Some have been deceived here. . . . {NL 49.3}
Fanaticism and noise have been considered special evidences of faith. Some are not
satisfied with a meeting
49
unless they have a powerful and happy time. They work for this and get up an excitement
of feeling. {NL 49.4}
But the influence of such meetings is not beneficial. When the happy flight of feeling
is gone, they sink lower than before the meeting because their happiness did not come
from the right source. The most profitable meetings for spiritual advancement are those
which are characterized with solemnity and deep searching of heart; each seeking to
know himself, and earnestly, and in deep humility, seeking to learn of Christ. . . . {NL
50.1}
There are wandering stars professing to be ministers sent of God who are preaching
the Sabbath from place to place, but who have truth mixed up with error and are throwing
out their mass of discordant views to the people. Satan has pushed them in to disgust
intelligent and sensible unbelievers. Some of these have much to say upon the gifts and
are often especially exercised. They give themselves up to wild, excitable feelings and
make unintelligible sounds which they call the gift of tongues, and a certain class seem to
be charmed with these strange manifestations. A strange spirit rules with this class, which
would bear down and run over anyone who would reprove them. God's Spirit is not in the
work and does not attend such workmen. They have another spirit. [TESTIMONIES,
VOL. 1, PP. 411-414.] {NL 50.2}
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The world will not be converted by the gift of tongues, or by the working of miracles,
but by preaching Christ crucified. [TESTIMONIES TO MINISTERS, P. 424.] {NL 50.3}
drums, dancing, and noise

The things you have described as taking place in Indiana, [NOTE: REFERENCE IS
HERE MADE TO THE "HOLY FLESH" MOVEMENT OF 1900-1901. SEE
SELECTED MESSAGES, BOOK 2, PAGES 31-39.--WHITE TRUSTEES.] the Lord has
shown me would take place just before
50
the close of probation. Every uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There will be shouting,
with drums, music, and dancing. The senses of rational beings will become so confused
that they cannot be trusted to make right decisions. And this is called the moving of the
Holy Spirit. {NL 50.4}
The Holy Spirit never reveals itself in such methods, in such a bedlam of noise. This is
an invention of Satan to cover up his ingenious methods for making of none effect the
pure, sincere, elevating, ennobling, sanctifying truth for this time. . . . A bedlam of noise
shocks the senses and perverts that which if conducted aright might be a blessing. The
powers of Satanic agencies blend with the din and noise, to have a carnival, and this is
termed the Holy Spirit's working. . . . Those participating in the supposed revival receive
impressions which lead them adrift. They cannot tell what they formerly knew regarding
Bible principles. {NL 51.1}
bodies out of control

No encouragement should be given to this kind of worship. The same kind of
influence came in after the passing of the time in 1844. The same kind of representations
were made. Men became excited, and were worked by a power thought to be the power
of God. They turned their bodies over and over, like a carriage wheel, claiming that they
could not do this except by supernatural power. There was a belief that the dead were
raised and had ascended to heaven. The Lord gave me a message for this fanaticism; for
the beautiful principles of Bible truth were being eclipsed. {NL 51.2}
nudity

Men and women, supposed to be guided by the Holy Spirit, held meetings in a state of
nudity. They talked about
51
holy flesh. They said they were beyond the power of temptation, and they sang, and
shouted, and made all manner of noisy demonstrations. These men and women were not
bad, but they were deceived and deluded. . . . Satan was moulding the work, and
sensuality was the result. The cause of God was dishonored. Truth, sacred truth, was
leveled in the dust by human agencies. {NL 51.3}

18

The authorities of the land interfered, and several of the ring leaders were incarcerated
within prison walls. By those who were confined in prison this interference was termed
persecution for the truth's sake, and thus truth was clothed with garments spotted with the
flesh. . . . I presented the reproof of the Lord regarding this kind of work, showing that its
influence was making the truth objectionable and disgusting to the community. . . . {NL
52.1}
I bore my testimony, declaring that these fanatical movements, this din and noise,
were inspired by the spirit of Satan, who was working miracles to deceive if possible the
very elect. [LETTER 132, 1900. (PORTIONS IS SELECTED MESSAGES, BOOK 2,
PP. 36, 37.)] {NL 52.2}
confusion

We need to be on our guard, to maintain a close connection with Christ, that we be not
deceived by Satan's devices. The Lord desires to have in His service order and discipline,
not excitement and confusion. [SELECTED MESSAGES, BOOK 2, P. 35.] {NL 52.3}
Wild, clamorous cries and exercises are no evidence that the Spirit of God is at work.
[REVIEW AND HERALD, MARCH 5, 1889.] {NL 52.4}

order versus impressions and feelings
There are many restless spirits who will not submit to discipline, system, and order.
They think that their liberties would be abridged were they to lay aside their own
52
judgment and submit to the judgment of those of experience. The work of God will not
progress unless there is a disposition to submit to order and expel the reckless, disorderly
spirit of fanaticism from their meetings. {NL 52.5}
Impressions and feelings are no sure evidence that a person is led by the Lord. Satan
will, if he is unsuspected, give feelings and impressions. These are not safe guides. All
should thoroughly acquaint themselves with the evidences of our faith, and the great
study should be how they can adorn their profession and bear fruit to the glory of God.
[TESTIMONIES, VOL. 1, P. 413.] {NL 53.1}
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