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330  Foreview of the Reformation.

tions and insurrections, famines and pestilences.
They have therefore properly their place in Church
history.

But the Church has a/so an inward spiritual his-
tory, which depends, not on earthly events, but on
heavenly and satanic action. If she is sustained, re-
vived, increased, and rendered spiritually victorious,
it is because her glorious Head is acting in her and
on her behalf. If she is betrayed, corrupted, misled,
or persecuted and oppressed, it is because Satan
is acting against her in and by her enemies. In
the Apocalypse these spiritual agencies are sym-
bolized, as well as material historical events. ‘They
are seen acting, but always #ndirectly through out-
ward agents. Thus earthly material events are
continually linked in this wonderful prophecy
with their hidden spiritual causes. The Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, angels and arch-
angels, and the spirits of the just, are all seen in
action under various symbols; and so also are the
devil and his agents. Under the symbols of the
dragon and the wild beasts, they are seen opposing
and counterworking Christ, and persecuting and
slaughtering His faithful witnesses.

The visions of this holy and sanctifying book,
to the study of which a special blessing is at-
tached, constitute a prophetic history of the Church
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and of the world from apostolic days to the present
day, and on to the end of this age. They are, as you
know, arranged in order in three groups of seven:
first seven seals, then seven trumpets, and then
seven vials. Speaking broadly (for I have no time
to do more, nor is it needful to our subject), the
first six seals represent events extending from
John’s own day to the fall of paganism and the
establishment of Christianity in the Roman earth;
while the seventh contains the seven trumpets and
all that follows. The first four Zrumpets depict the
Gothic invasions and the overthrow of the old
Roman empire in the fifth century. The next
two trumpets give events in the East instead of
the West, the fifth predicting the Saracenic con-
quests of the seventh and eighth centuries (sym-
bolised as the ravages of an army of locusts), and
the sixth the Turkish invasions of eastern Europe,
which extended from the middle of the eleventh
century to the middle of the fifteenth. These, and
the intolerable misery they occasioned to the Greek
Churches of the East, are symbolised under the
sixth trumpet by the career of the Euphratean
horsemen in the ninth chapter of the book. This
vision brings down the prophetic history to the
fall of Constantinople, the capital of the eastern
empire of Rome, before the Turks in A.D. 1453;
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and the remainder of the fifteenth century seems
covered in the prophecy by the statement that
“the rest of the men who were not killed by these
plagues, yet repented not of the works of their
hands, that they should not worship devils, and
idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and
wood.” This description of continued obdurate
and inveterate apostasy and idolatry applies both
to eastern and western Christendom at that time.
Thus we are brought down chronologically to the
end of the fifteenth century ; and tken there is a
break and a great change in the series of visions!

And what is the next scene that attracts the eye
of the holy seer? It is a vision symbolic of the
Reformation movement of the sixteenth century,
coupled with a retrospective narrative of tke kistory
of Christ's true witnesses against idolatry, from the
beginning of the apostasy to the close of the
Protestant Reformation. You will find this most
interesting prophecy in the fent% and first thirteen
verses of the eleventh chapters of Revelation.
Study it carefully at your leisure, and you will see
that the vision consists of the manifestation of a
glorious mighty angel, who evidently symbolises
Christ Himself, and of the bestowal by Him on
John (in his representative character) of three
things:
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1. Of a little open book which he was to eat;

2. Of a great commission which he was to exe-
cute; and

3. Of a reed with which he was to measure the
temple of God.

There follows the story of Christ’'s “two wit-
nesses,” symbolised as two olive trees and two
candlesticks ; the narrative of their doings and
sufferings, of their persecution and slaughter by
their enemies, of their brief, trance-like death, and
of their speedy resurrection and exaltation. Lastly,
there is a great earthquake or revolution, and the
fall of a tenth part of the city, or a tenth part of
Roman Christendom.

Do you ask my grounds for asserting that the
“ mighty Angel” of this vision is no other than
Christ Himself? I will give you them! His
power and glory, the rainbow encircling His head,
the sun-like brightness of His countenance, and
the resemblance of His feet to pillars of fire—all
these features identify Him with the Son of man
seen by John in the first vision of this book. His
position and his words identify him also with the
one whom Daniel in his last chapter calls “my
Lord” No mere angel is cloud-clothed and rain-
bow-crowned, resplendent as the sun, or speaks
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with a voice full of majesty, or assumes an attitude
which implies the lordship of earth and sea, set-
ting “his right foot on the sea, and his left foot
on the earth.” No angel would talk of “my two
witnesses,” or claim to give to men power.and
authority. There is a loftiness of tone and a
sublimity of appearance and action about this
Angel that distinguishes Him from all the other
lowly servant angels of the book as widely as
heaven is distinguished from earth. It is the
Lord of angels and of men alike who is manifested
in action at this point in the apocalyptic drama ;
and the very manifestation prepares us for events
of the first magnitude, events like those which
succeeded Christ’s actual manifestation on earth,
events like the first promulgation of the gospel in
the apostolic age. The manifestation is of course
only symbolic. The prediction is not that Christ
would visibly appear at the juncture in question.
He would act, but indirectly. His action would
be the cause of human action. His glorious in-
fluence and interference would become visible in
the course of mundane events. He would reveal
His power in His providence.

This glorious Being holds in His hand, not seven
stars, as in the first vision, but a Zittle book—open.
At a. command from heaven, John asks the Angel
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for this little book, and receives it with the injunc-
tion, “Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make
thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet
as honey.” It is immediately added, “ Thou must
prophesy (or preach) again before many peoples,
and nations, and tongues, and kings.” Now this
same remarkable figure of eating a book, and then
going forth to proclaim to others its contents, does
not occur here for the first time. We mect it in
the Old Testament, where Ezekiel is commanded
to eat'a roll, and go and speak to the house of
Israel ; and the action is thus explained. " Ezekiel
says: “I did eat it; and it was in my mouth as
honey for sweetness. And he said unto me, Son
of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and
speak with My words untothem. . . . All My
words that I shall speak unto thee receive in thine
heart, and hear with thine ears. And go, get thee

unto the children of thy people, and speak
unto them, and tell them, Thus saith the Lord
God ; whether they will hear, or whether they will
forbear.” We have no question therefore as to the
meaning of this emblematic action in the vision.
John was first to appropriate and digest the con-
tents of the little book, and then to go forth and
proclaim its messages to others as the word of
the Lord.
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Now what is this little book ? What can it be
but the Bible—that blessed gift of God, His own
word ? It is here seen given afresh, a second time,
to the Church. And indeed, so long had the Bible
been buried in Latin, so long withheld from the
people, so long made void by the traditions of
men, that it was as a new book given afresh to
the Church when it was, as it were, rediscovered,
restudied, and republished by the reformers at the
close of the dark ages.

When Martin Luther, then a student in the
Universit\y of Erfurt of about twenty years of age,
first accidentally found a Latin Bible, he was
amazed.

“ One day he opens several books of the library, one after
the other, to see who their authors were. One of the
volumes which he opens in its turn attracts his attention.
He has never before seen one like it. He reads the title

It is a Bible ! a rare ook, at that time unknown.
His interest is strongly excited ; he is perfectly astonished
to find in this volume anything more than those fragments
of gespels and epistles which the Church has selected to be
read publicly in the churches every sabbath day. Hitherto
he had believed zAat these formed the whole word of God.
But here are so many pages, chapters, and books of which
he had no idea. His heart beats as he holds in his hand all
this divinely inspired Scripture, and he turns over all the
leaves with feelings which cannot be described. The first
page on which he fixes his attention tells him the history
of Hannah and young Samuel. He reads, and his soul is
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filled with joy to oVe}ﬂowing. The child whom his parents
lend to Jehovah for all the days of his life ; the song of
Hannah, in which she declares that the Lord lifts up the
poor from the dust, and the needy from the dunghill, that
He may set him with princes ; young Samuel growing up in
the presence of the Lord : the whole of this history, the
whole of the volume which he has discovered, make him
feel in a way he has never done before. He returns home,
his heart full. ¢Oh!’ thinks he, ‘wonld it please God one
day to give me such a book for my own/’' Luther as yet
did not know either Greek or Hebrew, for it is not probable
that he studied these languages during the first two or three
years of his residence at the university. The Bible which
had so overjoyed him was in Latin. Soon returning to his
treasure in the library, he reads and re-reads, and in his
astonishment and joy returns to read again. The first rays
of a new truth were then dawning upon him. In this way
God put him in possession of His word. He has discovered
the book which he is one day to give his countrymen in that
admirable translation in which Germany has now for three
centuries perused the oracles of God. It was perhaps the
first .time that any hand had taken down this precious
volume from the place which it occupied in the library of
Erfurt. This book, lying on the unknown shelves of an
obscure chamber, is to become the book of life to a whole
people. The Reformation was hid in that Bible” !

‘Later on, when soul agony had driven the
young student from his loved university into a
Benedictine convent, to seek the salvation for
which he longed, it was the same blessed book,

' D’AUBIGNE : “ History of the Reformation,” vol. i, p. 113.

z
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with its glorious doctrines of the forgiveness of
sins and justification by faith alone, that calmed
his storm-tossed spirit, and quickened his soul to
new spiritual life. Staupitz, theé vicar-general of
his order, who proved himself a true pastor to the
poor young monk, gave kim a Bible of his own.
His joy was great. He soon knew where to find
any passage he needed. With intense earnestness
he studied its pages, and especially the epistles of
St. Paul. Right valiantly did the young reformer
use the sword of the Spirit thus placed in his
hand.

“The Reformation, which commenced with the
struggles of a humble soul in the cell of a con-
vent at Erfurt, has never ceased to advance. An
obscure individual, with the word of life in his
hand, had stood erect in presence of worldly gran-
deur, and made it tremble. This word he had
opposed, first, to Tetzel and his numerous host ;
and these avaricious merchants, after a momentary
resistance, had taken flight. Next, he had opposed
it to the legate of Rome at Augsburg; and the
legate, paralysed, had allowed his prey to escape.
At a later period he had opposed it to the cham-
pions of learning in the halls of Leipsic, and the
astonished theologians had seen their syllogistic
weapons broken to pieces in their hands. At last
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he had opposed it to the pope, who, disturbed in
his sleep, had risen up upon his throne, and
thundered at the troublesome monk; but the
whole power of the head of Christendom #4és word
had paralysed. The word had still a last struggle
to maintain. It behoved to triumph over the
emperor of the west, over the kings and princes
of the earth, and then, victorious over all the
powers of the world, take its place in the Church,
to reign in it as the pure word of God.”!

“Let us believe the gospel, let us believe St.
Paul, and not the letters and decretals of the
pope,” Luther was wont to say. “Are you the
man that undertakes to reform the Papacy ?” said
an officer to him one day. “Yes,” replied Luther;
“I am the man. I confide in Almighty God,
whose WORD I have before me.” “ Sooner sacri-
fice my body and my life, better allow my arms
and legs to be cut off,” said he to the archbishop,
who tried to persuade him to retract his writings,
“than abandon the clear and genuine. WORD OF
Gob.”

From his lonely, Patmos-like prison in the castle
of Wartburg, in the forests of Thuringia, Luther
gave this priceless treasure, the word of God, to

} D’AUBIGNE : “ History of the Reformation;” vol. ii., p:
129.
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his country in a translation which is still in use
in Germany. He felt that the Bible which had
liberated him could alone liberate his people. “It
was necessary that a mighty hand should throw
back the ponderous gates of that arsenal of the
word of God in which Luther himself had found
his armour, and that those vaults and ancient halls
which no foot had traversed for ages should be
again opened wide to the Christian people for the
day of battle” ‘Let this single book,” he ex-
claims, “be in all tongues, in all lands, before all
eyes, in all ears, in all hearts” ; and again, “ The
Scripture, without any commentary, is the sun
from which all teachers must receive light.”

And not Luther only, but all the reformers—
like the apostles—held up ke word of God alone
for light, just as they held up the sacrifice of
Christ alone for salvation. They gave to the
world the book which Christ had given to them,
which they had found sweet to their souls, though
it subsequently brought on them bitter trouble.
It was an established principle of the Reformation
to reject nothing but what was opposed to “ some
clear and formal declaration of the Holy Scriptures.”
“Here only is found the true food of the soul,”
said Luther, familiar as he was with the writings
of the philosophers and schoolmen—*here only.”
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“You say, Oh if I could only hear God! Listen
then, O man, my brother. God, the Creator of
heaven and earth, is speaking to you.”

The New Testament once printed and published
did more to spread the revival of primitive Chris-
tianity than all the other efforts of the reformers.
The translation was a splendid one; as a literary
work it charmed all classes. It was sold for so
moderate a sum that all could procure it, and it
soon established the Reformation on an immovable
basis. Scores of editions were printed in an
incredibly short time. The Old Testament from
the same hand soon followed, and both were
diffused through a population, familiar till then
only with the unprofitable writings of the school-
men. The Bible was received with the utmost
avidity. “ You have preached Christ to us,” said
the people to the reformer ; “you enable us now to
hear His own voice.” In vain Rome kindled her
fires and burnt the book. It only increased the
demand, and ere long the Papal theologians, finding
it impossible to suppress Luther’s translation, were
constrained to print a rival edition of their own.

Once the Bible was thus read in the households
of Christendom, the great change could not be
averted. A new life, new thoughts, new stan-




342 Foreview of the Reformation.

dards, a new courage sprang up. God’s own
words were heard at the firesides of the people,
and the power of the priest was gone. “The effect
produced was immense. The Christianity of the
primitive Church, brought forth by the publication
of the Holy Scriptures from the oblivion into
which it had fallen for ages, was thus presented to
the eyes of the nation; and this was sufficient to
justify the attacks which had been made upon
Rome. The humblest individuals, provided they
knew the German alphabet, women, and mechanics
(this is the account given by a contemporary), read
the New Testament with avidity. Carrying it
about with them, they soon knew it by heart,
while its pages gave full demonstration of the
perfect accordance between the Reformation of
Luther and the Revelation of God.

It was the same in France. In 1522 a trans-
lation of the four gospels was published in France
by one Lefevre, and soon after the whole New
Testament. Then followed a version of the
Psalms. In France, as in Germany, the effect was
immense. Both the learned and noble and the
common people were moved. “In many,” says a
chronicler of the sixteenth century, “was engen-
dered so ardent a desire to know the way of
salvation, that artisans, carders, spinners, and
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combers employed themselves, while engaged in
manual labour, in conversing on the word of God,
and deriving comfort from it. In particular, Sun-
days and festivals were employed in reading the
Scriptures and inquiring after the goodwill of the
Lord.”

The pious Brigonnet, Bishop of Meaux, sent a
copy to the sister of Francis I, urging her to
present it to her brother. “This from your
hands,” added he, “cannot but be agreeable. It
is a royal dish,” continued the good bishop,
“nourishing without corrupting, and curing all
diseases. The more we taste it, the more we
hunger for it, with uncloying and insatiable appe-
tite.” “The gospel,” wrote Lefevre in his old age,
“is already gaining the hearts of all the grandees
and people, and soon diffusing itself over all
France, it will everywhere bring down the inven-
tions of men.” The old doctor had become ani-
mated ; his eyes, which had grown dim, sparkled ;
his trembling voice was again full toned. It was
like old Simeon thanking the Lord for having seen
His Salvation. Farel, the French reformer, main-
tained the sole sufficiency of the word of God as
a rule of faith, and the duty of returning to its use.
In the great Protestant Confession of Augsburg it
is by a simple reference to Scripture that the new
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doctrines of the Reformation are justified. From
first to last, from its incipient germ in the soul of
Luther to the crowning day of the Reformation,
the Bible was the very heart and core of the move-
ment ; and Protestantism has since deluged the
world with Bibles. Do you wonder then that
prophecy makes the giving of a “ little book open ”
to the representative of the Church at that time
a leading feature of its prefiguration ?

But you must note next that this was not the
only thing given to John by the mighty angel.
There follows a great commission, which he was
to execute.

He who of old had said to His disciples, “ Go ye
into all the world, and proclaim the glad tidings
to every creature,” renews this commission to John
in his representative character, and says to him,
“Thou must prophesy (or preach) again, before
many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and
kings.” It is a second sending to the world of the
gospel message, a second appointment of witnesses
to proclaim the glad tidings.

And this was needed, for the fundamental ordi-
nance of gospel preaching had long fallen into
entire disuse among Romanists ; the preacher had
been lost in the sacrificing priest ; the people had
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for ages had none to break to them the bread of
life. Luther shrank at first from the office of a
preacher, but it was forced on him by circum-
stances. After he had finished his translation of
the book, and returned from his seclusion in the
Wartburg, he began to publish the truth from the
pulpit as well as through the press. “It is not
from men,” he wrote to the elector, “that I
received the gospel, but from heaven, from the
Lord Jesus; and henceforth I wish to reckon my-
self simply His servant, and fo take the title of
evangelist.” He began to preach in an old wooden
hall in Wittemberg, and soon the largest churches
were thronged to hear him. Within two or three
years the gospel was being preacked as well as
read all over Germany, and in Sweden, Denmark,
Pomerania, Livonia, France, Belgium, Spain, and
Italy, and also in our own isle. Bilney had pro-
cured a copy of Erasmus’ New Testament, and
found comfort and saving light in its study.
“Then,” he says, “the Scripture became to me
sweeter than honey or the honeycomb ” ; adding,
“as soon as, by the grace of God, I began to taste
the sweets of that heavenly lesson which no man
can teach but God alone, I begged the Lord to
increase my faith, and at last desired nothing more
than that I being so comforted of Him might be
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strengthened by His Spirit % teack sinners His
ways.”

Renouncing the Romish title of “priest” and
doctor, Luther, in a treatise against Papal orders,
styles himself simply ke preackher,’ and the re-
formed Churches provided for a continuance, not
of sacrificing priests, but of gospel preackers. “In
the Popedom,” says Luther in his “ Table Talk,”
“they invest priests not for the office of preach-
ing and teaching God’s word; for when a bishop
ordaineth one he saith, ‘ Take to thee power to
celebrate mass, and to offer for the living and the
dead.’ But we ordain ministers, according to the
command of Christ, . . . to preach the pure
gospel and the word of God.” So in the reformed
Swedish Church it was enacted that none should
be ordained who did not approve themselves both
able and willing 20 preack the gospel. Instead of
putting into the hands of the newly ordained the
chalice and the patten, the reformers presented
them with “a little book ”—the New Testament,—
saying, “Take thou authority 2 read and preack
the gospel” 1f a recovered Bible be the first and
greatest feature of the Reformation, most assuredly
a renewal of gospel preaching stands next.

But a #kird thing was also given to John (in
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his representative character). In the vision, it
was “a reed like unto a rod,” with which he was
to measure “the temple of God, and the altar, and
them that worship therein,” omitting, or casting
out, the outer court, which was given up to the
Gentile enemies who were treading down the holy
city. It was a measuring reed in the first place,
but it looked like a rod of princely or ecclesiastical
authority—“a reed /i4e a rod.” This measuring
of “the temple of God "—the symbol of the out-
ward, visible Church in the world,—and this com-
mand to define and measure out its boundaries
and dimensions, including one portion, and ex-
cluding another, looks like a direction to give
attention and definition to the ecclesiastical foun-
dations and boundaries, or limits, of the new
reformed Churches, and to separate them in a
formal public manner from the apostate Church
of Rome.

If Protestant Christianity owed its birth to the
Bible, and its early growth to revived gospel
preaching, it owed its continued existence to i#fs
definite constitution as a separate ecclesiastical organs.

~ gation from Romanism. This came in due course.
At first the reformers had to attend to the core
and kernel of the movement; its spiritual side
claimed all their efforts. A reformation of creed,
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of doctrine, of life and manners, of worship, of
ordinances—all this came first. But there fol-
lowed—and if the change was to be permanent
there /uad to follow—something additional and of
a different character. When the child was born, it
had to be dressed and named ; life first, organiza-
tion afterwards. |

There had to come an embodiment of the new
life in a new Church organization, and—a definite
separation from Rome. It was not merely that
Rome on her part excommunicated and anathe-
matized those whom she called heretics. The
reformers felt that they had a solemn duty to
perform. They had to justify their own separa-
tion from the apostasy by a public denunciation
of it as suck. They had to cast it out as any part
of the true Church of Christ. They had to con-
stitute a new evangelical and Protestant Church,
to provide it with schools and colleges, with min-
isters, services, and buildings, and all the out-
ward requirements of a fully organized system of
religion.

This accordingly was the next stage of the
Reformation movement, both in Germany and
elsewhere. And this could not be done effec-
tually without the concurrence of the govern-
ments of the respective countries. If Romish
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authonty was to be thrown off, if pubhc property
was to be converted to Protestant uses, if Papal
ordination was to be rejected and Papal bishops
refused, the governments must evidently take
part, and sanction the great change. Hence the
need of the “rod ” of authority ; nor was it lacking
when the time came for its use.

I have not time to trace the story. The Elector
John, assuming to himself, like our own Henry
VIIL, the supremacy of the Church as a natural
right of the Crown, “exercised it with resolution
and activity, by forming new ecclesiastical consti-
tutions, modelled on the principles of the great
reformer.” “Come, let us build the wall, that
we be no more a reproach,” said Nehemiah to
the Jews. And so Luther and Melanchthon and
other reformers urged the introduction into the
reformed Churches of new formularies of public
worship, the appropriation of the ecclesiastical
revenues to the reformed parochial clergy and
schools, and the ordination of a‘ fresh supply of
ministers independently of Rome: A general
visitation of the churches was made by the
prince’s desire, to see to the execution of the new
system, and complete what might be wanting to
the establishment throughout Saxony of a

SEPARATE EVANGELIC CHURCH.



350 Foreview of the Reformation.

In this feature the Reformation differed from
all the earlier movements of a kindred nature, such
as that of the Lollards in England or of Huss in
Bohemia. As Schlegel remarks in his “Philo-
sophy of History,” “It was by the influence Luther
acquired by asserting the king’s authority, as well
as by the sanction of the civil power, that the
Reformation was promoted and consolidated.
Without this, Protestantism would have sunk into
the lawless anarchy that marked the proceed-
ings of the Hussites.” This change took place in
all the reformed States, the measuring reed like
a rod being given by the civil authorities to the
founders of the new communions, that they might
solidly construct them on a permanent basis.

The outer court, representing the apostate
Church, they on the other hand formally cast out.
It was insisted on at the Diet of Augsburg that
“the Roman pope, cardinals, and clergy did not
constitute the Church of Christ, though there
existed among them some that were real mem-
bers of that Church, and opposed the reigning
errors, That the true Church consists of none
but the faithful, who had the word of God, and
were by it sanctified and cleansed; while, on the
other hand, what Paul had predicted of antichrist’s
coming and sitting in the temple of God had
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had its fulfilment in the Papacy; and that the
reformed Churches were not guilty of schism in
separating themselves, and casting out Romish
superstitions.” In his answer to the pope, Luther
writes : “ Rome has cut herself off from the uni-
versal Church; if ye reform not, I and all that
worship Christ do account your seat to be pos-
sessed and oppressed by Satan himself, to be the
damned seat of antichrist, which we will not be
subject to nor incorporate with, but do detest and
abhor the same.” .

This formal separation of the reformers from
the apostate Church, and this formal organization
of new Churches, holding evangelic faith, and using
a pure ritual, is the fulfilment of this part of the
symbolic prophecy of the Reformation; but we
must not pause to justify this interpretation, as a
most important and interesting section of our sub-
ject lies still before us. Thus far we have seen
that the Reformation is predicted as first the
result of the action and interference on her behalf
of the glorious Head of the Church, that it was
produced instrumentally by a recovered Bible and
by a renewed gospel testimony in all lands, and
that it issued in the development of a new eccle-
siastical organization.

A retrospective narrative of the history of
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Christ’s two witnesses is then given, which time
forbids my fully expounding now. These witnesses
unquestionably represent the faithful evangelic
Churches, which held fast the gospel -all through
the dark ages of Roman apostasy. They are
called candlesticks ; and we are told in the first
chapter of the book that CANDLESTICKS SYMBO-
L1ZE CHURCHES. They are also called olive trees,
and this figure is used in Zechariah (where two
such trees are seen supplying the candlestick with
oil) to represent faithful ministers. The double
symbol seems to predict, that all through the
darkest period of antichristian apostasy, faithful
Churches, ministered to by faithful pastors, should
exist. They might be few and feeble, persecuted
and hidden, small in numbers, and inconspicuous-
in status; yet acting as Christ’s faithful witnesses,
and holding forth the word of life, they would
keep alight amid the darkness the lamp of truth.-

The number fwo is used apparently in compliance
with the law of testimony. ‘In the mouth of twé-
or three witnesses shall every word be estab-
lished.” These witnesses are not individuals, but
Churches, and their prophesying or preaching
lasts all through the dark ages, through the entire -
period of Papal domination, with the exception of
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one brief interval during which they are to all
appearance killed—extinct.

In addition to witnessing for Christ and to His
gospel, these evangelical Churches would also
witness against the Roman antichrist and his
assumptions. And the result would naturally be
intense opposition on his part. When their testi-
mony reached this point, he would make war with
them, until at last he would overcome and kill
them ; that is, he would silence their witness com-
pletely. He would so exterminate Bible Christians
wherever they were found in Christendom, by
persecution unto death, that as witnessing Churches,
maintaining a public testimony to the truth, they
would cease to exist. Individuals, of course, would
still—like the seven thousand in Israel who had
not bowed the knee to Baal—hold fast their
integrity ; but such would be the power of the
oppressor, that they would have to hide their heads
and hold their peace, in face of a mighty and
triumphant and universal idolatry. This state of
things would however be of wery brief duration ;
for at the end of three years and a half the death-
like silence would be broken, the voice of true
testimony would once more be publicly heard, the
witnessing Churches would experience a wonderful
and startling resurrection, which would greatly

A A
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alarm the enemies who witnessed it; and instead
of being oppressed and extinguished, the faithful
Churches would thenceforth be exalted and esta-
blished. Such is the prediction of Revelation xi.
translated from symbolic into plain language.

Now to those who are familiar with the Church
history of the middle ages all this reads like
history. It is a sketch from nature, in which all
the leading features of a well known landscape
are clearly discernible, though laid down only in
a small miniature. All came to pass precisely as
here foretold. As superstitions and apostasy
darkened down over Christendom, and an ever-
increasing multitude faithlessly bowed the knee to
Baal; as the man of sin gradually developed his
power and his false pretensions at Rome,—protests
arose here and there, and witnesses for Christ
sprang up whose records remain with us to this
day. In the East there were the Paulicians, who
arose about the middle of the seventh century, and
whom we know principally through the writings of
their foes, who brand them as heretics. Already,
even at that date, the priests withheld the Testament
from the laity as too mysterious for the compre-
hension of common people, and a sort of paganized
Christianity had begun to prevail, when a man_
named Constantine, who had come into possession
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of the gospels and of the epistles of St. Paul, and
received their teachings into his heart, set himself
—like the great apostle himself—to propagate
the truth by extensive missionary labours. He
pledged his followers to read no other book, and
hold no other doctrines than those of Scripture,
and his thirty years of labour produced what his
enemies called a sect, but what seems to have
been in 'reality a true Christian Church. A per-
secuting edict was issued against it; Constantine
himself was stoned to death, his successor burned
alive, with other leaders of the party. A sub-
sequent president of the sect, one Sergius, writes,
“From East to West and from North to South, I
have run, preaching the gospel of Christ, and
toiling with these my knees,” His faithful
ministry lasted for thirty-four years, and tended
ta the large extension of the Church, which was
bitterly persecuted by the eastern emperors of
Rome. He too sealed his testimony with his
blood, urging his followers to “resist not evil.”
The Empress Theodora slaughtered and drowned
one lundred thousand of these Paulician Chris-
tians, without extinguishing them. Her cruelties
however at last drove them to resistance, and they
lost to some extent the purity and godliness which
had marked their earlier days. They spread into



356  Foreview of the Reformation.

Thrace and as far as Philippopolis, and even as late
as the twelth century it was found impossible to
reconcile them to the Catholic faith.

In the West, confessors of Christ were similarly
raised up in the early part ot the seventh century,
just when Gregory the Great was founding at
Rome the distinctive system of Latin Christianity.
Serenus, Bishop of Marseilles, protested both by
word and deed against image worship—one of the
most characteristic features of Romanism. In
the great Council of Frankfort, AD. 794, under
Charlemagne, a protest was made by the emperor
and three hundred bishops of the West, in
opposition to the popes, on this subject of image
worship; and the Council of Paris, in A.D. 825,
accompanied its decrees against the practice with
an express rebuke to the pope. In fact, the
Gallican Churches at this time held many views
which we should now call Protestant, in opposition
to the doctrines already prevalent at Rome ; such
as the sufficiency of the Scriptures, prayers in the
vulgar tongue, the nature of the eucharist, and the
truth as to justification and repentance, the folly
of relics and pretended miracles, and other similar
practices.

Claud, the good Bishop of Turin, has been called
“the Protestant of the West.” He was a contem-
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porary of Sergius—“the Protestant of the East”
—in the ninth century. He was a true, fearless,
enlightened witness for Christ, though men called
him a “ heretic.” He took Scripture as his guide,
and protested against all the Romish innovations.
He delighted, like Augustine, to set forth Christ
and Divine grace through Him as the all in all in
man’s salvation. “With the utmost fulness, un-
reserve, and precision he asserts the great doctrine
of man’s forgiveness and justification in all ages
through faith alone in Christ’s merits, and not by
any works of the law, ceremonial or moral.”
Claude of Turin, though thus faithful, was not
martyred, for the Papacy had not at that time
established its supremacy in Savoy; but he was
sorely persecuted, and his prophesying or preach-
ing was “in sackcloth,” like the emblematic wit-
nesses, “If the Lord had not helped me, they
would have swallowed me up quick,” he writes.
“ They who see us do not only scoff but point at
us.” His diocese was a wide one, and his influence
great, nor did it soon pass away. Traces of its
effects may be found long after his departure ;
faithful witnesses continued to hold and teach the
truth, as the corruptions around them increased.
A sect who are mentioned by their enemies as
“prophets” in the tenth century seem to have
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been spiritually descended from this good Bishop
of Turin, and his sphere continued in Papal esti-
mation to be a hotbed of heretics.

Later on, in the eleventh and twelfth centuries,
we have numerous accounts of “heretics,” who
were brought before the Councils of Orleans,
Arras, Toulouse, Oxford, and Lombers. The
accounts still extant of the examination of these
so called heretics show that, so far from being such,
they were men who witnessed a good confession,
and held fast the doctrines of the apostles. They
denied all the distinctive teachings and practices
of Popery, and were blameless and godly in
their lives, even by the admission of their foes.
Berenger, in the middle of the eleventh century,
was the founder of a fresh witnessing Church, or,
as his enemies put it, a fresh sect of heretics. He
was principal of a public school, and afterwards
Archdeacon of Angers, and began by contending
against the dogma of transubstantiation. He was
a brilliantly clever, learned, and good man, and
much venerated by the people. His doctrines
were condemned by Papal councils; he was
deprived of his benefice: but he had not the
fortitude of a martyr, and was at last driven to
retract through fear. Still he employed poor
scholars to disseminate his doctrine, and died a
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penitent for his own want of courage and fidelity
in A.D. 1088.

Time would fail me to tell of Peter de Bruys
and his disciple Henry—the Whitefield of his age
and country—who, after having almost overthrown
the Papal system in Languedoe and Provence,
was seized, convicted, imprisoned, and some say
burned ; of the heretics of Cologne in 1147 who
“bare the torment of the fire, not only with
patience, but with joy and gladness” ; of the thirty
poor publicani, as they were called, tried at
Oxford in 1160, who, convicted of holding the
truth of Christ and denying the errors of Rome,
were “branded on their foreheads, beaten with
rods before the eyes of the populace,
publicly scourged, and with the sounding of
whips cast out of the city.”

A prohibition having been previously made that
none should succour or shelter them, these poor,
persecuted witnesses for Jesus, whose garments
had been cut down to the girdle—though the
weather was cold and inclement—perished in
helpless wretchedness, yet singing, “ Blessed are
ye, when men hate you and persecute you | ”

Nor can I pause to speak of the Henricians,
who were condemned in 1165 for their noble
testimony to the truth, and against the errors of
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the wolves in sheep’s clothing who were called
priests ; nor of others who formed links in the
long chain of witnesses which extended from the
seventh to the twelfth centuries. One and all
they endured privations and sufferings, which bear
out the emblem of being clothed in sackcloth ;
and one and all they exhibited a self-denial, an
unwearied zeal, and a degree of consistency and
fortitude which show they were sustained by the
power of Christ, according to this prediction: “I
will give power unto My two witnesses, and they
shall prophesy, clothed in sackcloth.”

But I must pass on to the great witnessing
Church of the Waldenses. Would that I could
tell its thrilling story! Read it for yourselves; it
deserves to be restudied in these dangerous days
of lafitudinarian indifference to truth or false-
hood in doctrine. This far-famed “sect,” or true
Church of Christ, arose in A.D. 1179 ; some of its
members were present at the third Lateran Coun-
cil, with their books. Pope Alexander III. showed
them some favour, but they and their writings
were condemned and anathematized by his suc-
cessors, and persecution forthwith arose against
them. They had a powerful missionary spirit
however, and their views soon spread in every
direction; Provence, Languedoc, Arragon, Dau-
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phiné, and Lombardy were speedily permeated
with the gospel, as preached by them. Their
doctrine, as illustrated in their ancient poem called
“The Noble Lesson,” was scriptural and spiritual ;
and they protested against the Romish system,
as one of soul-destroying error, against the con-
fessional, against purgatory, against masses for
the dead and the assumption of power to forgive
sin, and against the love of money which marked
the whole system. They denounced the Papacy
as antichrist in a separate treatise. These
Waldenses united all their communities into the
bond of one Church, cultivated learning, eschewed
mere ignorant fanaticism, and were filled with zeal
and prudence. Their motto was, “The light
shineth in darkness”; and their symbol or crest,
a lighted candle in a candlestick, the very symbol
employed in this prediction of them and their
fellow witnesses.

But we must now recall that the prophecy, not
only presents the whole line of faithful witnesses
as sufferers and mourners by the sackcloth em-
blem, but that it predicts that at a certain stage in
their history the Roman wild beast would in some
specially definite way make war against them,
conquer them, and kill them. This part of the
prophecy began to receive its fulfilment at the end
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of the twelfth century, when, at the third Lateran
Council (A.D. 1179), the Popedom roused stself collec-
tively to a war of extermination against heretics.
Previously to this, separate members of the system,
acting alone and independently, had opposed the
truth by force and cruelty. Butin the thirteenth,
fourteenth, and fifteenth centuries, Romanism, then
in the plenitude of its power, gathered itself to-
gether for a great, determined, united, and persis-
tent effort to crush out all that opposed its
supremacy, and to clear Christendom of heresy.
This deadly onslaught against the saints was
predicted, as you will remember, both by Daniel
and by John in their foreviews of the Roman
antichrist. He was to wear out the saints of the
Most High, and prevail against them. Here the
same fierce and fatal antagonism comes in as an
incident in the career of the two representative
“ witnesses,” who symbolize the succession of
evangelical Churches, which kept up the testi-
mony of Jesus during the dark ages. During
the three centuries we have just mentioned the
furnace was heated seven times hotter than it was
wont to be heated. Persecution raged systemati-
cally. The fourth Lateran Council, in 1213, sanc-
tioned all former plans for the extirpation of
heresy, urged their adoption with renewed vigour,
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and subordinated secular authority to spiritual
powers for the purpose. If kings would not clear
their dominions of heresy, their subjects were to
be absolved from all allegiance to them. Crusades
against heretics were to be organized, and to
secure the same privileges and rewards as crusades
against the Turks. The Holy Scriptures were to
be interdicted to the laity; even children were to
be forced to denounce their own relatives.

All sorts of methods were to be used for the
detection of heretics; bishops were to gird
themselves for the work of ferretting out and
exterminating them ; and all the Franciscan and
Dominican monks were to supply instruments for
carrying out this process of inquisition and blood.
The Waldenses and Albigenses were, of course,
especially singled out for extermination. A cru-
sade was proclaimed against them, and plenary
absolution promised to all who should perish in
the holy war. Never was a more merciless
spirit of murder exhibited than by these terrible
crusaders against the meek and lowly and Chris-
tian-spirited Vaudois. The Inquisition—that in-
vention of Dominic, or rather Gregory IX.—
established its horrid tribunal for making inquest
after unseen, secret “heresy ”; and wherever any
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revival of true religion took place, or any con-
fessors of Christ could be found, there they were
hunted, if possible, to death. ‘ Genuine disciples of
Christ, under whatevér name they might pass,
whether called Petrobrussians, Catharists, Wal-
denses, Albigenses, Wicliffites, Lollards, Hussites,
Bohemians, or any other name, it mattered not—
to the torture and the stake with them if they
held fast the gospel of Christ! Savonarola, one
of the wisest and worthiest of his age, was burnt
at the stake in 1498. Seven years of cruel war
raged against the Hussites, and a civil persecution
more bitter still. Eighteen thousand soldiers were
sent into the valleys of Piedmont, towards the end
of the fourteenth century, to exterminate the Wal-
denses of Piedmont, and appropriate to themselves
all their property. The Christians of Val Louise,
in Dauphiny, were actually exterminated, burned
alive, and suffocated in the caves in which they
had sought refuge. Four hundred infants were
found dead in their mothers’ arms, and 3,000
perished in the struggle.

Lorente calculates, from official reports, that in
the forty years prior to the Reformation, the
Inquisition alone burned 13,000 persons and con-
demned 169,000. The latter half of the fifteenth
century was a time of Satan’s raging against the
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saints, But in spite of racks and prisons and
sword and flame, the voices of the witnesses of
Jesus were still raised in behalf of the truth, and
against the power and pretensions of antichrist.

At last however, as the fifteenth century drew
to a close, the furious crusade seemed about to
accomplish its object. The beast had all but con-
quered and killed the witnesses, according to the
prediction. . The strong figure employed of the
witnesses lying dead for three and a half days,
means, of course, that their testimony was silenced,
they no longer prophesied ; they were silent, help-
less, extinct for a brief period. They were worn
out. The wild beast from the abyss had prevailed
against them. For the moment the struggle was
over.

The fulfilment of this part of the vision was at
the opening of the sixteenth century, just before
the Reformation movement commenced. Hear
Mosheim’s description of the crisis. “As the
sixteenth century opened no danger seemed to
threaten the Roman pontiffs. The agitations
excited in former centuries by the Waldenses,
Albigenses, Beghards, and others, and afterwards
by the Bohemians, had been suppressed and ex-
tinguished by counsel and by the sword. The
surviving remnant of Waldenses hardly lived,
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pent up in the narrow limits of Piedmontese val-
leys, and those of the Bohemians, through their
weakness and ignorance, could attempt nothing,
and thus were an object of contempt rather than
fear”” Milner, the Church historian, says that at
this date, though the name of Christ was professed
everywhere in Europe, nothing existed that could
properly be called evangelical. All the confessors
of Christ, “ worn out by a long series of conten-
tions, were reduced to silence” ‘‘ Everything was
quiet,” says another writer; “every heretic exter-
minated.” This was not of coursc literally true.
The Lord knoweth them that are His, and had
even in that darkest hour of the night that pre-
cedes the dawn, His own who served Him secretly.
But so far as collective testimony before Europe
was concerned, the witnesses were dead! Their
enemies gloried in the fact. The Lateran Council
congratulated itself that Christendom was no
longer afflicted by heresies, and, as one of its ora-
tors said, addressing Leo X,, “ Jam nemo reclamat,
nullus obsistit.” ¢“There is an end of resistance
to the Papal rule, and religious opposers exist no
more.” And again, “ The whole body of Christen-
dom is now seen to be subjected to its kead, i.e.
to thee.” Leo commanded a great jubilation, and
granted a plenary indulgence in honour of the



New Testament Predictions. 367

event. Dean Waddington, describing the close of
this council, says: “The pillars of Rome’s strength
were visible and palpable, and she surveyed them
with exultation from her golden palaces.” “ The
assembled prelates separated with complacency
and confidence, and with mutual congratulations
on the peace, unity, and purity of the apostolic
Church™ “The power of Rome was de facto para-
mount in the Church.” So Neander says: “ The
edifice of an unlimited Papal monarchy had at that
time come victoriously out of all the preceding
fights, and established itselt on a firm basis. In
the last Lateran Council at Rome, the principle of
an unlimited Papal power was established, in oppo-
sition to the principle of general councils, and the
Waldenses and Hussites had no more any import-
ance to fight against the Papacy.” So another
writer ! says : “At the commencement of the six-
teenth century Europe reposed in the deep sleep
of spiritual death. There was none that moved
the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped.”

The witnesses were dead! Never before, and
certainly never since, was Rome able to congra-
tulate herself that heresy was extinguished and
heretics exterminated from the face of Christendom.

! Cunninghame.
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It is a fine, striking hieroglyph of the crisis that
the prophecy presents. There stands the fierce
wild beast monster from the abyss! He has pre-
vailed against his defenceless human victims. The
struggle has been long and hard ; it has made him
all the more savage and impatient : but it is over
at last! His jowls still drop with gore, his claws
are red with blood as he stands glaring with his
fierce eyes on the pale, cold, silent corpses of
Christ's two witnesses, so long empowered from
above to resist and defy all his might.

As John watched the sad scene, did there not
recur to his mind scenes in the amphitheatres of
pagan Rome, scenes such as Doré has imagined
and painted for us, scenes with which the exile of
Patmos was all too familiar? The arena strewn in
the pale moonlight with the cold, stiff corpses of
the faithful witnesses of Christ; and the victorious
wild beast, glutted and sufficed with their flesh and
blood, standing guard over the remains! That
was the symbol. The redlity was—witnessing
Churches silenced by long and bloody persecutiorn.
The time—A.D. 1514, the close of the last Lateran
Council, which proclaimed to the world in a for-
mal, official manner the fact that al/ opposition to
Rome had ceased.

Now note the sequel: In 1517 the Reformation
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began—the movement which, like a snowball
growing ever greater as it rolls along, has in the
year 1887 one hundred and fifty millions of ad-
herents, all professing the faith of Christ in oppo-
sition to the apostasy of Rome! Witnessing
Churches—protestant Churches sprang up every-
where, and have been multiplying ever since.

What shall we say? Is not this a resurrection
of the witnesses? Rome had crushed them, had
she? So she thought! But she knew better
before fifty years had rolled by ! She knew better
when Germany threw off her yoke, and England
withdrew from her communion, and Holland re-
sisted her legions, and the trumpet of Protestant
defiance deafened her ears, and the earthquake of
Reformation revolution shook her throne, and
when the outburst of heavenly light so illumined
the minds of men that they laughed at her once
dreaded excommunications, sat unmoved under
the thunders of her interdicts, and boldly tearing
the mask of mother Church from her face, exposed
her as the mother of harlots and abominations of
the earth !

They were dead, were they, the witnesses of
Christ? They had no longer any voice to testify,
any courage to struggle, any fortitude to resist?
So Rome fancied,—till the spirit of life from God

BB
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entered into them, and they rose up a mighty host
to proclaim the glad tidings throughout Europe,
to do and dare and die in their myriads, denounc-
ing Rome’s “doctrines of devils” with such bold-
ness and power as to arrest the attention of the
world, and to produce a revolution of unexampled
greatness in Christendom. Rome reeled on its
seven hills as if shaken by an earthquake, and a
“tenth part” of the Babylonian “city” fell.
England, one of the ten kingdoms into which the
western Roman empire had been divided, fell away
—separated from Latin Christendom. Thousands
perished in the terrible struggle which ensued in
many lands, and Rome was worsted in her warfare.
The rise of Protestantism was, as the very name
attests, the resurrection of the witnesses; the re-
formers themselves recognised it as such, and their
enemies also. Pope Adrian, Leo's successor, wrote
in a brief to the Diet of Nuremberg, “ The heretics
Huss and Jerome seem now to be a/ive again in
the person of Luther.”

The Reformation of the sixteenth century com-
menced in the year 1517. The translation and
publication of the word of God, the definition of
Protestant doctrine, and the founding of Protestant
Churches occupied the next half century, while the
liberation of Protestant States from Papal dominion
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was not completed till the century which followed.
During much of this period the “war” of the
“ wild beast” against the “witnesses” continued,
and with it the sufferings, “sackcloth” testimony,
and slaughter of the latter.

The birth of Protestant Churches and nations in
the first half of the sixteenth century did not how-
ever, as we know, mark the close of Rome’s bitter
and bloodthirsty opposition to the truth. The
Papal war against the witnesses continued to rage
all through that century and all through the next
with undiminished hatred and cruelty. But there
was one great difference. In pre-Reformation times
the beast had the best of it ; he “ prevailed against”
the saints ; he wore them out, and was at last so
far victorious that for a few brief years he com-
pletely silenced all corporate testimony to the
truth. But after the marvellous resurrection of the
witnesses, after the uprising of powerful Protestant
communities, duly organized on a permanent basis
and backed up by civil power, the Papacy was
never again able to silence the witnessing Churches
as & whole, never again able to prevail against
them simultaneously in all quarters. Her victims
had been transformed into her powerful enemies;
and while Rome prevailed against the reformers in
some lands, they prevailed against her in others.
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Henceforth Roman Christendom was divided into
two camps ; and, as of old, the house of Saul grew
weaker and weaker, and the house of David
stronger and stronger, so there was a gradual loss
of power on the part of the Papacy and the Papal
nations ; and as time passed on, a gradual growth
in political influence, material prosperity, intellec-
tual enlightenment, and social condition, on the
part of Protestant nations. But at first the struggle
was a sore one. Just as Pharaoh pursued the
people after he had been compelled reluctantly to
let them go, and pursued them to the annihilation
of his own power, so Rome pursued the young
Protestant Churches of Europe to her own undoing
in the end. She stirred up opposition and inter-
national conflicts, instigated bloody massacres and
cruel exiles and banishments, and plunged the
reformed communities into a sea of sorrow and
trouble : witness the terrible massacre of St. Bar-
tholomew with. its 60,000 victims in France, the
Marian persecutions in England, the cruel slaugh-
ter in six brief years of 18,000 Protestants in the
Netherlands, the desolating Thirty Years’ War in
central Europe, and tke revocation of the Edict of
Nantes, which in 1685 exiled 400,000 Huguenots
from France and caused the death of nearly as
many more. This may be regarded as the /last
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great act of the Papal war against the witnesses.
Protestantism had to pass through a long drawn
out agony before Rome recognised, not its rig/k? to
exist, for she still denies that, but its existence and
growth as a fac/ against which it was useless to
fight. It was not till the close of the seventeenth
century, not until the glorious Revolution which
placed William of Orange on the throne of England
in 1689, that Protestantism was firmly established
in England. This event took place about three
and a half years after the revocation of the Edict of
Nantes. Papal supremacy had been abrogated in
England in 1534, but in the reign of Mary and
again under the Popish Stuarts its very existence
was imperilled afresh. The Peace of Ryswick, at
the close of 1697, first completely established the
civil and religious liberty of Protestantism.

All this proves that while #ke first stage of the
resurrection of the “witnesses ” took place at the
commencement of the Reformation movement of
the sixteenth century, their exaltation to political
power and supremacy, the establishment of Pro-
testantism, occupied a much longer interval. Like
all other similar great movements, the Reforma-
tion, starting from an epoch, extended over an era.

Space forbids the exposition of the chronology
of this most remarkable period, including its rela-
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tion to the 1,260 years of prophecy. Suffice it to
say, that the interval from A.D. 1534, the date of
the abrogation of Papal supremacy in England,
and of the publication of Luther’s Bible in Ger-
many, to A.D. 1697-8, the date of the complete
establishment of Protestantism at the Peace of
Ryswick, is separated by exactly 1,260 lunar years
from A.D. 312—476, or the period which extended
from the fall of paganism at the conversion of
Constantine to the fall of the western Roman
empire.

I have not attempted, nor could I in the com-
pass of this lecture attempt, to expound fully the
wonderful Reformation vision of the book of Reve-
lation. I have only glanced at its leading features.
There is in it very much more of the deepest in-
terest which I dare not touch at this time because
it would take me too far. But have I not said
enough to convince you that the great and blessed
revival of true doctrine and of spiritual life which
took place between three and four centuries ago,
and which we call the Reforrhation, was both fore-
. shadowed in Jewish history and foretold in Chris-
tian prophecy, and that in connexion with each of
these wonderful predictions ke seal of God's appro-
val is conspicuously set on the movement? What
is the vision of Revelation x.? One of a Divine
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interference, giving back to the Church the Bible
and the preaching of the gospel, and formally
separating between apostate Christendom and the
true Church. What is the retrospective narrative
told by the angel? It is the story of witnessing
Churches, sustained for long centuries amid sorrow
and poverty and shame, destroyed at last as cor-
porate bodies by the ferocious attacks of the
Roman beast, resuscitated however after a very
brief interval, and exalted to political power in
spite of all enemies. Such is the prediction; such
have been the facts. How came that strange pre-
diction to be incorporated 1,800 years ago with
these sacred writings? Realize, if you can, the
stupendous marvel of the fact that iz is kere in this
book, and that myriads of men of all nations were
for ages engaged, all unconsciously to themselves,
in fulfilling it. Realize, if you can, the sublime
tenderness and sacred, sympathising approval with
which the Saviour uttered those simple words,
“My two witnesses.” Yes, Lord, they were THY
witnesses, those poor, persecuted Lollards and
Huguenots, those martyred Waldenses and Pauli-
cians! THY witnesses, Thou blessed Sufferer, who
didst Thyself resist unto blood, striving against
sin! They were witnesses to 74y grace, to Thy
glory, to Thine all-sufficient atonement, to Thine
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only high priesthood and sole mediatorship; and
for this they suffered, for this they died! They
suffered with Thee; they shall reign with' Thee,
according to Thine own word, “ Where I am, there
shall also My servant be.” “ My two witnesses”!
Ah, Lord, how Thou didst love Thy faithful mar-
tyrs! How Thou dost hate the cruel and evil
system which for ages made bitter war upon them,
and would fain do so still! In persecuting them
did it not persecute Thee? Oh, how often didst
Thou ask ofgpope and prelate, as of Saul of Tarsus
in earlier days, “ Why persecutest thou Me?” As
we think of these things, must we not share
the feelings of the psalmist, and say, “Do not I
hate them, O Lord, that hate Thee? Am I not
grieved with them that rise up against Thee?”
Far, far be it from us to sympathise with the
persecutors and lightly esteem the true witnesses,
as is the fashion with too many in our days! Let
us rather maintain against the great enemy of the
gospel the same testimony they held fast amid
his fiercest onslaughts, and thus share with them
the honour of being numbered by Christ among
His faithful witnesses.



CONCLUDING REMARKS.

ON THE PRACTICAL BEARING OF THE
SUBJECT.

E trust that the lectures to which you have

listened have produced in your minds the
profound convi,gtion that the existence and cha-
racter of Rgfhanism—the entire history of the
Papacy—was foretold in the. Bible' long ages
before that evil power arose in the earth. If so,
the conviction will bear fruit, for knowledge
influences conduct. Several practical results of
an important nature should follow, otherwise we
should not have cared to expound to you this
great subject.

And first, let your knowledge of this truth con-
firm and deepen your confidence in the Divine
inspiration of Scripture. None but God can thus
foresee and foretell the events of a long series of
unborn ages. In these symbolic prophecies the
history of twelve or thirteen centuries is written
in advance. Compare them with anything else in

the entire circle of literature, and you will realize
377
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that they stand apart as a thing unique, like a
living man in a gallery of statues.

The miracle of the existence of these prophecies
in the book, and of their fulfilment in the facts of
history is so great that few minds can grasp it.
That not only twelve or thirteen, but twenty-five
centuries of history should have fallen out exactly
as it was foretold in the days of Daniel they would,
is a marvel that nothing but incarnation itself can
exceed. It is a stupendous miracle in the world
of mind, that world which rises high above the
world of matter. It evinces more markedly the
finger of God than any mere physical sign, how-
ever great, could do. It appeals to the intelli-
gence of the human mind; it challenges the
recognition not of the senses, but of the conscience.
It sets a seal of supernatural wisdom on the entire
Bible. None but God could have delineated before-
hand the Papal power. Its very unnaturalness
forbids the possibility of its being the fruit of
human imagination. That a power claiming to
act for God, to be “as God,” and enthroned in the
temple of God or Christian Church, should yet be
His most determined enemy, the opposer of His
truth, the destroyer of His saints, the great agent
of Satan in the earth; that it should by fraud and
corruption and false pretences rule the world for
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ages from the very same seven-hilled central city
whence it had already been ruled for other ages
by military force ; and that Roman rule should, in
its Christian stage, shed more saintly blood than
in its pagan stage,~all this could never have been
anticipated by man, but only jforetold by God. It
is a demonstration which candour cannot resist of
the Divine inspiration of this holy book.

Is not this a practical result? Let criticism
carp as it may, it cannot blind our eyes to this
gigantic fact, that twenty-five centuries of history
have, in their leading outline, exactly corresponded
with Bible predictions. We are bound to conclude
that the page that bears the prophecy was written
by a divinely guided pen. The tremendous im-
portance of z4is conclusion I need not indicate.
I solemnly charge you to reverence this book. It
will judge you in the last day. Heaven and earth
may pass away, but not a jot or tittle of the word
of God shall ever fail. Z7rust its promises! They
are as true as its predictions. Zremble before its
warnings and its threats! They will as assuredly
be fulfilled as its prophecies have been. Study its
sacred pages, never think you know it all; it is as
fathomless in its wisdom as is the mind from which
it emanates. I have been studying it for more than
thirty years, and I am convinced that it has oceans
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of truth which I have not yet explored. How few
really study it! and yet it has riches of wisdom
which exceed those of all the libraries on earth.
And remember that as certainly as it unveiled
beforehand the past history of the Church in the
world, so surely does it unveil and illuminate her
critical present and her glorious future. The
guide book that has proved true thus far may be
trusted till we reach the goal.

Secondly, there are personal, social, and cwnl
duties as regards Romanism and the Reformation
arising from the truth we have learned which are
of primary importance, and which I must indicate
and urge on you before I close.

What is the present position of Romanism in
the world? and what the condition of the Re-
formed Churches? You must be able to answer
these questions before you can clearly see your
own practical duties in relation to this subject.

As to Romanism, I have shown you that its
present stage is that of decay, and swiftly ap-
proaching destruction. Its rise took place one
thousand three hundred years ago; it reached the
height of its dominion five hundred years ago; it
received its first fatal blow in the Reformation
over three hundred years ago, its second in the
French Revolution at the end of last century, and
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a third in the unification of Italy and the liberation
of Rome itself from Papal rule in 1870. The final
blow is yet to fall, at the fast approaching advent
of Christ, as described at the end of the nineteenth
chapter of Revelation.

To enable you to realize the extent and steady
increase of this consumption and decay of Roman-
ism, I will mention a few facts and give you a few
figures.

I. Just before the Reformation Rome boasted
that heresy was extinct in Christendom. Not a
Protestant existed ; she had slain the witnesses of
Jesus. Now the number of Protestants is variously
estimated at from one hundred and thirty-six to
one hundred and fifty millions of mankind. In
the national convention of Protestants held last
year in Glasgow, the last figure was given as the
correct one. Including the Greek, Coptic, and
Armenian Churches, there are two hundred and
fifty millions of professing Christians, opposed to
Rome, and only one hundred and eighty millions
subject to her. She has therefore no claim what-
ever to supremacy or universality, but is in a
minority, as compared with other Christians.

2. Romanists have, during the present century,
increased sixty millions, owing to the natural
growth of population. At the end of last century
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they numbered one hundred and twenty millions;
now they are one hundred and eighty millions.
But Protestants have in the same period grown
from forty millions to one hundred and fifty
millions. In other words Romanists have in-
creased fifty per cent, and Protestants two
hundred and seventy-five per cent. Going on
at the same ratio, Protestants will, by the end of
this century, equal or exceed Romanists in the
world. Had tkey increased at the same rate, the
Papacy would now have had four hundred and
fifty millions of adherents, instead of only one
hundred and eighty millions. It is a decadent
cause throughout the world. '

Among the English-speaking populations the
proportions are still more remarkable, and when
it is remembered that this section of mankind
includes the most enterprising, prosperous, and
powerful nations of the earth, the facts are most
suggestive. Out of the hundred millions who
speak English, only one-seventh are Romanists,
including all the Catholics in Ireland and America,
in Africa and our colonies. Everywhere among
the intelligent, educated English-speaking races
Romanism is an effete religion, and its votaries
are being absorbed by the purer and more
vigorous faith. In America it declined twenty
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per cent. in the ten years between 1863 and 1873.
In Montreal alone there are five congregations of
ex-Romanists. Even in Ireland Romanism is de-
creasing and Protestants are increasing ; that is,
the disproportion between the two grows less each
decade.

As regards the United Kingdom, the facts are
most remarkable and cheering. At the beginning
of this century the Romanists numbered one-third
of the population. Now they are only one-seventh.
The proportion of Romanists has decreased
from one-third to one-seventh,-and that of Pro-
testants has increased from two-thirds to six-
sevenths. In other words, whereas in 1801 every
third man was a Papist; now only every seventh
man is such. The population has in this interval
increased from sixteen to thirty-five millions. Pro-
testantism has trebled its numbers, and now reaches
over thirty millions, while Romanism remains
stationary at about five millions. Had it thriven
like Protestantism, it would have had fifteen
millions.

Now these statistics tell their own tale. As
surely as Romanism rose in the sixth century and
culminated in the thirteenth, so surely is it decay-
ing and falling in the nineteenth. Not only has it
lost all tempceral sovereignty and all direct political
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power, but it has ceased to hold its own in the
world, and especially in the foremost nations of it,
even as regards its adherents. It is consuming and
wasting, diminishing while others are increasing,
and losing even the semblance of a right to the
proudly arrogated title of catholic.

But this is only one aspect of the subject.
There is another, and a very important one.
Romanism is, and has been all through this
century, and especially during the last fifty years,
MAKING A DESPERATE EFFORT TO SECURE A
RENEWED ASCENDENCY IN OUR OWN EMPIRE,
AND ESPECIALLY IN ENGLAND. It has enor-
mously increased its working staff and its working
centres. During the last quarter of a century, that
is from 1850 to 188s, its priests in Great Britain
have increased by 1,641, its churches, chapels, and
stations by 866, its monasteries and convents
by 558, and its colleges by 20. This immense
and rapid growth is not owing to any propor-
tionate increase of adherents, though it is of course
designed to secure such .an increase. But it
indicates “the determination of the Papacy to try
issues on the grandest scale with Protestantism
in its stronghold.” We have to face a deliberate
and desperate effort on the part of this wealthy,
highly organized, and centralized system, to weaken
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and, if possible, subjugate the champion of Pro-
testantism in the earth. The present perplexities
of England are the result.

“ Whether we believe it or not, we are again in the old
battle, which we thought had been won at the Reformation
and at our Revolution. It is the struggle for power between
the priests of Rome and the people of England. The one,
a party small in number, but organized, united, and un-
wearied. The people, the majority, but divided, distracted,
and deceived.

“The Church of Rome has never concealed her claim.
Her chief, Dr. Manning, has repeatedly asserted it. She
is to lay down the laws which we are to obey. Our Govern-
ment is to receive and enforce them. Her success now in
Ireland is only a step in her imperial progress. She will
never rest till she has gained her ends, till our throne has
ceased to be Protestant, and our Parliament is subservient
to her will. Nor is her scheme unreasonable, though, as
yet, incomplete. She has gained a section of the Anglican
clergy, who adopt her principles, use her worship, and teach
her dogmas. She returns a considerable section of the
members of the House of Commons, who think, speak, and
vote as she desires. She uses this section to bring pressure
to bear on Government and parties. To the Liberals she
speaks the language of Liberalism ; to the voluntaries she
is a voluntary. A large body of the English dissenters,
and two-thirds of the Free Church of Scotland, have fallen
into her trap, and are now her tools. In Parliament she
is strong. She moves members through their constituencies.
She fills some of the public offices with her creatures. She
assails all by' importunity, flattery, or threats. She has
gained a premier, who is possibly her disciple—certainly

ccC
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her accomplice ; through him she commands a cabinet.
She works incessantly through the press. No publication
too small for her hand ; none too strong for her agency.
She is served by a host of devoted troops, who work with
all their soul for her, under all sorts of names, in all places
and disguises : reporters, writers for the press, literary and
scientific men, ministers of State, preachers in the pulpits
of the Church and of dissent, masters of schools, inspectors
and examiners. She enters families by governesses, tutors,
nurses, and domestics. She has secured a large section
of our upper classes, and every day she gains more. She
draws them by shows, by music, by taste, by frivolity and
reflection, by dissipation and remorse. She works on the
hearts of women by their fancies, their love of pleasure, and
their fear of pain. She makes the wealth of men her
exchequer, and the influence of the rich becomes hers.
From the marquis down to the carpenter, she considers
none below her notice or too strong for her power.

“ Against this disciplined and able confederacy, you—the
English people—have to stand. And for such a fight you
are ill prepared. Your impulse is right, your disposition
is good; but impulse and feeling are insufficient against
unscrupulous and unwearied conspirators. You are divided
by parties, distracted by business, weakened by indifference.
Yet the issue is great. It is, whether we are to keep the
rights and liberties which our forefathers gained? Your
freedom stands on your faith ; and, if your faith fails, your
freedom will fall. That is the lesson of your own history ;
for all that we ever won of liberty was had through the
strength of Protestant convictions. I ask you to weigh the
issue. It is no light matter. It is your life. Don’t despise
or underrate your adversary, but don’t flinch or quail before
him. Rome has in her service the highest intellect and the
most untiring zeal. She is served with the talents of the
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ablest and the passions of the keenest. She uses the vices
of men as well as their virtues ; and she has no restraints.
She adapts herself to all forms of government and all states
of society. She plies every class with arguments suited to
its habits, and she can prevail as well with the accomplished
and jaded man of fashion as with the illiterate peasant.

“The history, which I now put before you, tells you what
strides she has made in England in the last forty years., It
is for you to decide whether she will go on till she has
mastered you, or whether you will re-assert your power and
compel her to obey your laws. That is the real question. I
have given you the facts ; draw your own conclusions, and
act like thoughtful men.”?

We urge you carefully to study the pamphlet
to which these words form the preface. It is a
catalogue of facts, and they prove that all our
Protestant privileges are in peril, and that it be-
hoves us to be on our guard. Rome makes no
secret of her object; it is to reunite England to
Latin Christendom by re-establishing the Papal
supremacy here. “If England is ever to be re-united
to Christendom,” says Cardinal Manning, “it is by
submission to the living authority of the vicar
of Jesus Christ. The first step of its return must
be by obedience to his voice, as rebellion against

1 J. C. COLQUHOUN : “Progress of the Church of Rome
towards Ascendency in England traced through the Parlia-
mentary History of Forty Years.” London: Macintosh, 24,
Paternoster Row, E.C,
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his authority was the first step of its departure.” !
He procceds to show that religious toleration is
a complete delusion, that the true Church can
tolerate nothing but absolute and unconditional
submission. “ Neither true peace nor true charity
recognise tolerance; the Church has a right to
require every one to accept her doctrine ” ; that  the
duty of the civil power is to enforce the laws of
the Church, restrain evil doers, and punish heresy.”
“It is astonishing,” he writes, “how small is the
space rightfully left to the exclusive domination
of the civil power. . . . Even in passing laws,
Parliament must defer to the Church. The State
may enact a law, but it must see that it in no way
contravenes tke higher laws of the Church.”*

Dr. Manning plainly asserts that Rome has
entered on a struggle between the supremacy ot
the pope and that of the Crown, that it is a
struggle for life and death, and that it embraces
the whole question of the Reformation in these
countries. As Colquhoun remarks, “It is the old
battle fought under the Plantagenets, whether the
law of England is to be sovereign and supreme,
or whether we are to have a confederacy of Roman
priests, aided by treacherous English priests, brav-

1 ¢ Essays on Religion,” p. 19.
? 1bid., p. 458.
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ing English law, defying the British Parliament,
and trampling on the sovereign’s crown.”

One of the avowed objects of the “Catholic
Defence Society” is the removal from our statute
book of the coronation oath and the Act of Settle-
ment, which limit the possession of the crown of
England to Protestants. Cardinal Manning con-
siders that Rome has the full right to depose a
Protestant sovereign.

“The election of a prince in a Christian com-
munity cannot be put in the category of a purely
civil act. If therefore an heretical prince is
elected, or succeeds to the throne, the Church has
a right to say, ‘I annul the election, or J fordid
the succession’ Or again, if a king of a Christian
nation falls into heresy, he commits an offence
against God, . . . and against his people. . . .
Therefore it is in the power of the Church, by
virtue of the supreme authority with which she
is vested by Christ over all Christian men, to
depose such a prince in punishment of his spiritual
crime, and to preserve his subjects from the
danger of being led by his precept and example
into heresy or spiritual rebellion.”!

There is no mistaking this doctrine. Leo XIII.
has a perfect right to depose Queen Victoria ; nay,

! ¢ Essays on Religion,” pp. 458, 459
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more, it would be a bounden duty for him so to
do, if he had the power. He has not, and he is
never likely to have that power; but meantime
we have foolishly given him the power to cause
serious political trouble in her realm, and he is
availing himself to the full of the opportunity.

This is, be it observed, no antiquated claim
quoted from medizval times ; it is published in
England in this nineteenth century by one who
is styled the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster.
And it is no mere theory, no mere fancy sketch ;
it is a working drawing, as architects would say,
a practical scheme which Rome is steadily en-
deavouring to carry out.

The chances of his ever bringing England back
under his sway are very remote; but if “home
rule” could be obtained for Ireland, it becomes
at once a Papal kingdom and a perpetual menace
to England. This therefore is an object to be
attained by any and every means. The chief result
of home rule is to be the extirpation of Pro-
testantism in Ireland, *The woes of Ireland are
due to one single cause—the existence of Pro-
testantism in Ireland. The remedy can only be
found in the removal of that which causes the
evi., . . . Would that every Protestant meet-
ing-house were swept from the land! Then
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would Ireland recover herself and outrages be
unknown.”!

That this attempt would be made is not to be
questioned. Cardinal Manning insists that it is
a sin, and even an “insanity,” to hold that men
have an inalienable right to liberty of conscience
and of worship, or to deny that Rome has the
right to repress by force all religious observance
save her own, or to teach that Protestants in a
Catholic country should be allowed the exercise
of their religion,

“ Catholicism,” says a Romish magazine, “is the
most intolerant of creeds ; it is intolerance itself;
because it is truth itself. The impiety of religious
liberty is only equalled by its absurdity.”

Conceive what home rule in Ireland would
be in the light of these statements!

A most important point to be borne in mind
in the consideration of this question is, that
Romanism is not a religion merely, but a political
system. We are of course bound to allow to
Roman Catholics the liberty of conscience which
we claim for ourselves ; but we are not bound by
any law, human or Divine, to allow them the right
of conspiring for the overthrow of our liberties
Government, and empire. Adam Smith well says:

1 “ Catholic Progress,”
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“The constitution of the Church of Rome may
be considered the most formidable combination that
was ever formed against the authority and security
of ctvil government, as well as against the liberty,
reason, and happiness of mankind.” !

Peace and prosperity are impossible under Papal
and priestly rule, as all history attests. “The
Papacy,” says Prince Bismarck, “has ever been a
political power which, with the greatest audacity
and with the most momentous consequences, has
interfered in the affairs of this world.” The ques-
tion before our country now is, whether we are
willing to make a further and most decisive
advance on the road in which we have already
travelled too far, and to grant to an alien and
antagonistic political power a most real practical
supremacy over five millions of the queen’s subjects

in Ireland, including a million of loyal Protestants
in that land.

I cannot close these lectures without urging you
to study this subject more thoroughly, and to get
well grounded in your Protestant principles. A
dangerous laxity on doctrinal matters marks the
present day. Multitudes hardly know what they
believe, or why they believe what they do. In

1 ¢« Wealth of Nations,” p: 337.




Concluding Remarks. 393

Reformation days people knew the ground on
which they had become Protestants ; but we have
been so long sheltered behind the bulwarks
erected by our fathers, that we have forgotten
that we may have to defend our own civil and
religious liberties, and neglected to furnish our-
selves with arms for the conflict. It does not
do however to be unprepared and defenceless in
these perilous times. Let me urge you to read
up carefully the history of the Reformation and
something of the Romish controversy. Read up
also the history of your country in the days of
the Stuarts, when a dark conspiracy existed to
enthral England once more, and to force our free
Protestant land back under the terrible tyranny
of Rome. A similar conspiracy exists again now.
Call at John Kensit’s, 18, Paternoster Row, and
purchase some of his cheap and popular Protestant
pamphlets. They will open your eyes as to this
great subject. Get some armour, and gird it on,
for, believe me, you will have to do battle for the
liberties that have made England what she is
- this day. Ignorance is weakness; knowledge is
power. When you know with some degree of
fulness and accuracy what it is to be a Protestant,
how you will prize the privilege of bearing the
name, and resolve that none shall rob you of it!
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Above all, ground yourselves firmly in a compre-
hension of the three Bible foreviews of Romanism
to which I have directed your attention, for the
sword of the Spirit is the word of God.

Lastly, I would urge you to avoid all tamper-
ing with the bastard Romanism which is called
RituaLisM, or High Churchism, and which
abounds, alas! all over England. It is simply
Romanism slightly diluted, Popery disguised with
a thin veil, Wherever you have a “priest” instead
of a preacher, an “altar ” instead of a communion
table, wax candles instead of the sunshine of
Divine truth, ceremonial instead of sound doc-
trine, sacraments instead of saving grace, intoned
liturgies instead of earnest, heartfelt prayers,
splendid music instead of spiritual worship, gor-
geous vestments instead of gospel truth, tradition
and “the Church” instead of “as it is written,”
and crossings instead of Christ,—ztkere you have
Romanism, no matter what it may be called.
Beware of it, however attractive the architecture
and the incense, the music and the solemn cere-
monial. Think of the apostles and their upper
chamber ; remember that Judaism gave us “a
shadow of good things to come,” 7ot a model to
be imitated, and that all this outward show is not
worship “in spirit and in truth,” such as God our
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Father seeks from His people now. The Apostle
Paul styles this sort of thing a return to “the
weak and beggarly elements” to bondage, and
says of those who in his day had been beguiled
by ceremonies, “I am afraid of you,” etc. Let
not these things beguile you from the simplicity
in Christ. What! will you play with a poisonous
snake because it has a gaily speckled back? Keep
clear of all danger to your eternal interests. The
pitfalls of Popery are concealed by fair flowers,
but they will none the less be your ruin if you fall
into them. The Bible brands it as antichristianity,
and traces its origin to Satan. I warn you to
stand aloof from the whole thing if you would
not be involved in its solemn judgments.
Remember that there is only “one Mediator
between God and man”; that there is but “one
sacrifice for sins,” offered *“once” for all and *for
ever.” Through the “one Mediator,” by the “one
sacrifice,” “draw nigh to God, and He will draw
nigh to you.” You need no mediator between
yourself and Christ, The priest is a false intruder
there. Jesus calls you to come to Himself. He
is both human and Divine. He is bone of your
bone, and flesh of your flesh, yet without sin.
God is in Him. He is one with us, and one with
God. Suffer nothing to come between your soul
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and Him. Suffer no saint, no angel, no virgin, no
priest, to come between you and Jesus Christ. Go
to Him for the pardon of all your sins. Make to
Him your confessions. He can absolve you, and
will, yea, does, if you truly believe in Him.
Priestly absolution is a lie. It is a blasphemous
pretence. The sentence, “ 7 absolve thee” whether
from the mouth of Romish priest or Protestant
minister, is profane. Be not deluded by it. Your
fellow sinner cannot absolve you from the sins you
have committed against God. Turn from these
idols and vanities, Jesus is all you need. His
blood is sufficient to atone, and cleanses those who
simply trust in Him “from all sin.” * Search the
Scriptures,” they testify of Him. Come to Him
that you may have life. His heart is touched with
the feeling of our infirmities ; none can sympathise
as He can; none can help as He. To you, to
each one, He says, “ Him that cometh unto ME
I will in no wise cast out.” *“Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but My wWORDS shall not pass
away,” “Lord, to whom shall we go? THouU
hast the words of eternal life” Thou alone art
ALL we need, for Thou alone art “ALL IN ALL.”
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