1 Testimonies For The Church . Vol. 1 (1865 — 1868)
Chap. 79 — Communications with Elder Hull.

In the S.0O.P. you can read the sad account of Moses Hull and
his parley with Spiritualism, He was not parleying with
humans, but Satan himself. We are given counsel not to debate
the State of the dead, including pastors. Just present the Truth,
Thus saith the Lord. But never debate the issue. You can read
below some of Ellen G. Whites counsel to, and about him.
Sadly his light went out.

November 5, 1862, | was shown the condition of Brother Hull.
He was in an alarming state. His lack of consecration and vital
piety left him subject to Satan's suggestions. He has relied
upon his own strength instead of the strong arm of the Lord,
and that mighty arm has been partially removed. {1T 426.1}

| was shown that the most alarming feature in the case of
Brother Hull is that he is asleep to his danger. He feels no
alarm, feels perfectly secure and at rest, while Satan and his
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angels are exulting over their conquest. Just as long as Brother
Hull maintained a conflict, his mind was reined up, and there
was a collision of spirits. He has now ceased the conflict, and
the collision ceases. His mind is at rest, and Satan lets him have
peace. Oh, how dangerous was the position in which he was
shown me! His case is nearly hopeless, because he makes no
effort to resist Satan and extricate himself from his dreadful
snare. {1T 426.2}

Brother Hull has been dealt with faithfully. He has felt that
he was too much restrained, that he could not act out his
nature. While the power of the truth, in all its force, influenced
him, he was comparatively safe; but break the force and power



of truth upon the mind, and there is no restraint, the natural
propensities take the lead, and there is no stopping place. He
has become tired of the conflict, and has for some time wished
that he could more freely act himself, and has felt hurt at the
reproofs of his brethren. He was presented to me as standing
upon the brink of an awful gulf, ready to leap. If he takes the
leap, it will be final; his eternal destiny will be fixed. He is
doing work and making decisions for eternity. The work of
God is not dependent upon Brother Hull. If he leaves the ranks
of those who bear the bloodstained banner of Prince
Immanuel, and joins the company who bear the black banner,
it will be his own loss, his own eternal destruction. {1T 427.1}
I saw that those who wish can have plenty of room to doubt
the inspiration and truth of God's word. God compels none to
believe. They can choose to rely upon the evidences which He
has been pleased to give, or doubt and perish. It is life or death
with you, Brother Hull. Already | saw a cloud of evil angels
surrounding you, and you at perfect ease among them. Satan
has been telling you a pleasing story about an easier way than
to be in constant warfare with conflicting spirits; but if you
choose that way, you will find in the end that you will have a
heavy and fearful toll to pay.
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{1T 427.2}
| saw that you have felt strong in yourself, felt that you had
arguments which could not be gainsaid, and you have not
relied upon the strength of the Lord. You have too often
rushed upon Satan's ground to meet an opponent. You have
not waited until you knew that the truth or the cause of God
demanded a discussion, but have engaged with opponents
where with a little forethought you would have decided that the
truth could not be advanced or the cause of God benefited.
Precious time has thus been spent. {1T 428.1}
Satan looked on and witnessed the heavy blow which
Brother Hull dealt to spiritualism in Battle Creek. Spiritualists



understood his organization, and felt assured it would not be in
vain to make a determined effort to overthrow him who
injured their cause so much. In discussing with spiritualists
you have not merely to meet man and his arguments, but Satan
and his angels. And never should one man be sent forth alone
to combat with a spiritualist. If the cause of God really
demands that we confront Satan and his host as represented by
a spiritual medium, if enough is at stake to call for such a
discussion, then several should go forth together that with
prayer and faith the host of darkness may be driven back and
the speaker shielded by angels that excel in strength. {1T
428.2}

Brother Hull, you were shown me under the soothing influence
of a fascination which will prove fatal unless the spell is
broken. You have parleyed with Satan, and reasoned with him,
and tarried upon forbidden ground, and have exercised your
mind in things which were too great for you, and by indulging
in doubts and unbelief have attracted evil angels around you,
and driven from you the pure and holy angels of God. If you
had steadfastly resisted Satan's suggestions and sought
strength from God with a determined effort, you would have
broken every fetter, driven back your spiritual foe, come closer
to God, and triumphed in His name. | saw that it was
presumption in you to go forth to meet a spiritualist
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when you were yourself enshrouded and bewildered by clouds
of unbelief. You went to battle with Satan and his host without
an armor, and have been grievously wounded, and are
insensible to your wound. | greatly fear that the thunders and
lightnings of Sinai would fail to move you. You are in Satan's
easy chair and do not see your fearful condition and make an
effort to escape. If you do not arouse and recover yourself from
the snare of the devil, you must perish. The brethren and
sisters would save you, but | saw that they could not. You have
something to do; you have a desperate effort to make, or you



are lost. I saw that those who are under the bewitching
influence of spiritualism know it not. You have been charmed
and mesmerized, yet you do not know it, and therefore do not
make the least effort to come to the light. {1T 428.3}
| saw that we are now in the shaking time. Satan is working
with all his power to wrest souls from the hand of Christ and
cause them to trample underfoot the Son of God. An angel
slowly and emphatically repeated these words: **Of how much
sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who
hath trodden underfoot the Son of God, and hath counted the
blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy
thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?"'
Character is being developed. Angels of God are weighing
moral worth. God is testing and proving His people. These
words were presented to me by the angel: ""Take heed,
brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in
departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily,
while it is called today; lest any of you be hardened through
the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if
we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the
end." God is displeased that any of His people who have
known the power of His grace should talk their doubts, and by
thus doing make themselves a channel for Satan to transmit his
suggestions to other minds. A seed of unbelief and evil sown is
not readily rooted up. Satan nourishes it every hour, and it
flourishes and becomes strong. A good seed sown needs to be
nourished, watered, and tenderly cared for; because every
poisonous influence is thrown about it to hinder its growth and
cause it to die. {1T 429.1}

Satan'’s efforts are more powerful now than ever before, for
he knows that his time to deceive is short. Brother Hull, | saw
that you had injured yourself greatly by exposing your
weakness and telling your doubts to those who are Satan’s
agents. You have been deceived by soft words and fair
speeches, and have exposed yourself in a most reckless manner



to the attacks of Satan. How could you thus wound yourself
and reproach God's word? You have recklessly rushed upon
Satan's battleground, and it is no marvel that your mind is so
stupid and unfeeling. Already has Satan through his agents
poisoned the atmosphere you breathe; already have evil angels
telegraphed to his agents upon earth in regard to the course to
be pursued toward you. And this is one whom God has called
to stand between the living and the dead; this is one of the
watchmen stationed upon the walls of Zion to tell the people
the time of night. A heavy responsibility rests upon you. If you
go down, you will not go alone; for Satan will employ you as
his agent to lead souls to death. {1T 430.1}
| saw that angels of God were looking sorrowfully toward
you. They had left your side and were turning mournfully
away, while Satan and his angels were grinning in exultation
over you. If you had yourself battled with your doubts and not
encouraged the devil to tempt you, by talking out your unbelief
and loving to dwell upon it, you would not have attracted the
fallen angels about you in such numbers. But you chose to talk
your darkness; you chose to dwell upon it; and the more you
talk and dwell upon it, the darker and darker you grow. You
are shutting out from you every ray of heaven's light; and a
great gulf is coming between you and the only ones who can
help you. If you proceed in the way you have started, misery
and woe are before you. God's hand will arrest you in a
manner that will not suit you. His wrath will not slumber. But
now He invites you. Now, just now, He calls upon you to return
unto Him without delay, and He will graciously pardon and
heal all your backslidings. God is leading out a people who are
peculiar. He will cleanse and purify them, and fit them for
translation. Every carnal thing will be separated from God's
peculiar treasures until they shall be like gold seven times
purified. {1T 430.2}
I saw that it was a cruel position for Brethren A and B to be
in, to be serving the purposes of Satan by suffering their minds



to run just as he would lead them in the channel of unbelief.
Their greatest sin was in talking out these dark doubts, this
midnight unbelief, and drawing other minds into the same
dark channel. {1T 431.1}
God's people will be sifted, even as corn is sifted in a sieve,
until all the chaff is separated from the pure kernels of grain.
We are to look to Christ for an example and imitate the
humble pattern. You do not feel reconciled to the discipline
you need and do not exercise and practice that self-denial
which Christ requires of those who are truly heirs of salvation.
Those who are engaged in the work of saving souls are co-
workers with Christ. His was a work of disinterested
benevolence, of constant self-sacrifice. Those who have had so
great a sacrifice made for them that they might become
partakers of His heavenly grace should in their turn sacrifice
and deny self to aid in the great work of bringing others to the
knowledge of the truth. Self-interest should be laid aside;
selfish desires and self-comfort should not now stand in the
way of God's work in saving souls. God's ministers are
laboring in Christ's stead; they are His ambassadors. They are
not to study their ease, comfort, pleasure, desires, or
convenience. They must suffer for Christ, be crucified with
Him, and rejoice that they can in every sense of the word know
the fellowship of the sufferings of Christ. {1T 431.2}
| saw that ministers who labor in word and doctrine have a
great work before them; a heavy responsibility rests upon
them. In their labor they do not come close enough to hearts.
Their work is too general, and often too scattered. Their labor
must be concentrated to the very ones for whom they are
laboring. When they preach from the desk, they only
commence their work. They must then live out their preaching,
ever guarding themselves, that they bring not a reproach upon
the cause of God. They should illustrate by example the life of
Christ. 1 Corinthians 3:9: ""For we are laborers together with
God." 2 Corinthians 6:1: ""We then, as workers together with



Him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in
vain." The minister's work is not done when he leaves the desk.
He should not then throw off the burden and occupy his mind
with reading or writing unless this is actually necessary. He
should follow up his public labors by private efforts, laboring
personally for souls whenever an opportunity presents,
conversing around the fireside, beseeching and entreating souls
in Christ's stead to be reconciled to God. Our work here is
soon to close, ""and every man shall receive his own reward
according to his own labor." {1T 432.1}

| was shown the saints' reward, the immortal inheritance.

Then I was shown how much God's people had endured for the
truth's sake, and that they would count heaven cheap enough.
They reckoned that the sufferings of this present time were not
worthy to be compared with the glory which should be
revealed in them. The people of God in these last days will be
tried. But soon their last trial will come, and then they will
receive the gift of eternal life. {1T 432.2}

Brother Hull, you have suffered reproach for the truth's
sake. You have felt the power of the truth and of an endless
life. You have had God's Spirit witness with yours that you

were owned and accepted of Him. | saw that if you gird on the
armor anew, and stand at your post, resisting the devil and

fighting manfully the battles of the Lord, you will be
victorious, and will soon lay off your armor and wear a

conqueror's crown. Oh, is not the inheritance rich enough? Did

it not cost a dear price, the agony and blood of the Son of God?

| call upon you in the name of the Lord to awake. Break away
from the awful deception which Satan has thrown over you.
Lay hold on everlasting life. Resist the devil. Evil angels are
around you, whispering in your ears, visiting you with lying
dreams, and you listen to them and are pleased. Oh, for the
sake of Christ, for your own soul’s sake, tear away from this

dreadful influence before you grieve God's Spirit entirely from

you.
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is fairly proved, then to present objections shows more
frequently the stupidity than the erudition of the ob-
jector. It requires no learning, logic, or tact to frame
objections ; while it often requires even more than demon-
stration to remove them. A British lord could prove
that it was impossible for a boat to navigate the water
without the aid of wind or tide ; and so positive was he
in his objections, and they were based on such absolute
knowledge (want of knowledge), that he prepared to
eat the first steamboat, captain, crew, and all hands, that
crossed the Atlantic. Men, however, nothing daunted
at the threat of this old musty fogy, launched their boats ;
and, even to this day, steamboats float on British waters.

When the magnetic telegraph was first talked of,
there were thousands of persons in this country who
could prove the thing impossible. Long lists of objec-
tions were presented ; ‘ the letters could not get around
or through the posts.” Even if this objection could be
removed, there were hundreds of others quite as for-
midable. The telegraph, even including the Atlantic
cable, has gone into successful operation ; and now there
is hardly a man in the world who did not always know
it could be done.

Thirty years ago, there were thousands of church peo-
ple who could prove that slavery was a ¢ divine in-
stitution,” and abolitionism an insane, infidel, danger-
ous heresy, originating under the direct influence of
his Satanic Majesty, and leading the people by thonsands
to the bottomless pit. We should now expect objectors
to know as much of Spiritualism.

To a few of the most popular and strong objections,
we will now pay our respects.
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Objection No.1. — God anciently made laws against
getting knowledge from the dead.

The precepts to which objectors refer may be found
in the following words : —

“ When thou art come into the land which the Lord
thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the
abominations of those nations. There shall not be found
among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter
to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an
observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a
charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard,
or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an
abomination unto the Lord ; and because of these abom-
inations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from
before thee.”” — Deut. xviii. 9-12.

“ Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither
seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the Lord
your God.” — Lev. xix. 81. ~

“ And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar
spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I
will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him
off from among his people.”” — Lev. xx. 6.

“ And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them
that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep
and that mutter: should not a people seek unfo their
God? for the living to the dead ? To the law and to
the testimony : if they speak not according to this word,
it is because there is no light in them.” — Isa. viil.
19, 20. }

We have quoted all these paragraphs in order to give
the reader the full force of the objection ; for, if we can
read our own heart, we have no design to keep back a
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word or thought that could in any way assist the object-
or. These Scriptures can not easily be misunderstood.
The first paragraph emphatically forbids necromancy, or
the consulting of familiar spirits. Necromancy comes
from two Greek words, nekros, which means ¢ dead,” and
mantia, the definition of which is ¢ divination.” Divina-
tion, Webster defines as follows: ¢ the act of divining,
a foretelling of future events, the discovering things
secret or obscure by the aid of superior beings or by
other than human means.”

It will be seen by these definitions, that the Mosaic
law forbade those under its jurisdiction getting knowl-
edge from the dead. '

God is, or is not, the author of this law: if he is not
its author, it should no more be quoted as authority here
than though it occurred in the Mohammedan Koran.
The laws against ‘Salem witcheraft have as much au-
thority in the investigation of Spiritualism as this, un-
less God is directly or indirectly its author. But, if God
is its author, it follows that he made laws against obtain-
ing knowledge from the dead. Now, God certainly will
not be accused of legislating against an ignie fatuus. If,
as some suppose, the dead are totally unconscious, there
would be no danger of people holding converse with
them ; hence no necessity for this law. 1If, on the other
hand, the dead are conscious, but can not hold inter-
course with the living, there would be no necessity for
this law. Whether the law is opposed to modern Spirit-
ualism will be seen as we proceed. Two things are
positively settled by this law.

*First, the Hebrews were inclined to apply to the dead
for knowledge ; else there would have been no necessity
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for this enactment. Paul says, ¢ The law is made for
the disobedient”” (1 Tim. i. 9). This is positive proof
that they knew the fact of spirit-intercourse, and some
of them believed in its utility, insomuch that 1t was
necessary to have such a law.

Second, the power making this law received the fact,
or, instead of this law accompanied with these reasons,
he would have informed them of their mistake.

Wherever this law originated, it was a part of the
law which was only ‘added because of transgression,
until the seed should come” (Gal.iil. 19). This law
has been found unworthy of a place in the divine econ-
omy, and is among the things which have been abolished.
(Epb. ii. 15; Col. ii. 14.) Isit possible that our Chris-
tian friends are going to arraign and condemn Spiritual-
ists for violating an old dead Jewishlaw? If Spiritual-
ists are guilty of a great crime in violating that law,
what shall be done with Christians ? for the law is not any
more positive in forbidding Spiritualism than in its pro-
hibition of working on Saturday ; of mixing linen and
wool together in garments; of eating of swine’s flesh
and catfish. (Ex. xx. 10; Lev.xi. 7-11.) Thissame
law emphatically forbids a man to mar as much as the
corners of his beard; but many Christians, and even
rainisters, who oppose Spiritualism becanse of precepts
in the same law, shave two or three times every week
of their lives. See Lev. xix. 27.

If the law forbidding spirit-communion was divine,
and of lasting obligation, then Jesus broke a divine law ;
for he did hold a téte-d-téte with Moses and Elias after
they had each been in the spirit-world several centuries.
Paul also violated, when he conversed with Jesus after
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lie had spent several years in the higherlife; and John,
for holding a conversation with his brother, deserved a
punishment no less than death. (Lev. xx. 6.) Will
the objector, for the sake of carrying out his objection,
accuse all the New-Testament saints of violating the law
of God?

Now, we believe there are reasons (some of them
good, and some not so good) for giving this law. If the
objector should hear a father say to his eight-year-old
child, “You shall not study algebra,” would he, from
that, conclude that the father was opposed to the study
of algebra, or only that the child was not yet developed
up to that study ; that minor studies must be conquered.
first? And what would you think of the child, who, ten
years after the father had said he should not study alge-
bra, upon being requested by his teacher to enter upon
the higher branches of mathematics, should respond,
¢ It’s wicked ; my father forbade it long ago”?

The case in our illustration is similar to the one pro-
duced by the objector. The race was younger then than-
now, and was not educated up to the point where un-
limited spirit-communication would not, with its good,
have a mixture of evil. Men in those days believed
that every spirit who communicated was a god ; indeed,
this was the way Jehovah, the Jewish God, got his in-
finity. We can not see how any one can read the de-
scription of the person and character of this God, who
presided over the Hebrew nation, without coming to
the conclusion that he was either a myth or a departed
human spirit. It is to be doubted whether the Jews
would not have been a better people, had they not had
such implicit confidence in their Jehovah. It was their
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God who said to Moses, ¢ Avenge the children of Israel
of the Midianites: afterward shalt thou be gathered
unto thy people.” — Num. xxxi. 2.

This God goes on giving commands, which were ful-
filled as follows: —

“ And they warred against the Midianites, as the
Lord commanded Moses ; and they slew all the males.
And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of
them that were slain; namely, Evi and Rekem and
Zur and Hur and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam,
also, the son of Beor, they slew with the sword. And
the children of Israel took all the women of Midian
captives, and their little ones; and took the spoil of all
their cattle, and all their flocks, and all their goods.
And they burnt all their cities wherein they dwelt, and
all their goodly castles, with fire.” — Num. xxxi. 7-10.

Notwithstanding this wholesale butchery, and burning
of cities, the Lord was in a rage because they had not
been more heartless, and told Moses to say, —

¢* Now, therefore, kill every male among the little ones,
and kill every*woman that hath known man by lying
with him. But all the women-children that have not
known a man by lying with him, keep alive for your-
selves.” — Num. xxxi. 17, 18,

The reading of this Scripture shows that their im-
plicit confidence in their God led them to commit deeds
of darkness, which, left to themselves, they were not
bloodthirsty enough to undertake. . This is proof posi-
tive, not only that they were led to deeds of crime by
their belief in the infallibility of communications coming
from their Jehovah, but that that God could not have
been the Author of the universe. Undoubtedly, a lead-
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ing reason why the prohibition against seeking the dead
for knowledge was given could be found in the follow-
ing language : — )

“ For thou shalt worship no other god ; for the Lord,
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. Lest thou
make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and
they go a whoring after their gods, and do sacrifice unto
their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his sacri-
fice ; and thou take of their daughters unto thy sons, and
their daughters zo a whoring after their gods, and make
thy sons go a whoring after their gods.” — Ex. xxxiv.
14-16.

Here the gods of the land are recognized as being
gods in every sense that this jealous-hearted Jewish
God can claim that title. The God of whom it is said,
“ And the Lord came down to see the city and the
tower which the children of men builded ” (Gen. xi. 6),
is not the Author of the universe. The following lan-
guage is a better description of a bigoted, jealous human
spirit than of the Creator of heaven and earth : —

¢ And the Lord said unto Moses, Go, get thee down ;
for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land of
Egypt, have corrupted themselves ; they have turned
aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them ;
they have made them a molten calf, and have worshiped
it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy
gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the
land of Egypt. And the Lord said unto Moses, I have
seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people:
now, therefore, let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot
against them, and that I may consume them ; and I will
make of thee a great nation. . And Moses besought
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the Lord his God, and said, Lord, why doth thy wrath
wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought
forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and
with a mighty hand ? Wherefore should the Egyptians
speak, and say, For mischief did he bring them out; to
slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from
the face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and
repent of thisevil against thy people. Remember Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swar-
est by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multi-
ply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land
that I have spoken of I will give unto your seed, and
they shall inherit it for ever. And the Lord repented
of the evil which he thought to do unto hlS people.” —
Ex. xxxii. 7-14.

No one now worships a God who was so spiteful and
changeable as this representation of the Deity. Moses,
in this instance, is decidedly the superior in every sense
of the word. God acknowledges it, by yielding to Moses’
superior wisdom, and not doing what he thought he
‘would do unto his people. 'We do not say this ignorant
bigot, calling himself God, was not Jehovah : that, for
aught we know, might have been his name; but we do
say that this whiffling, jealons Deity has not sense
enough to govern the world. This is abundantly proved
by his changing his plan of action in obedience to the
‘superior wisdom of Moses.

The heathen gods were once men upon earth. After
passing to the world of spirits, and returning and mani-
festing themselves, they were at once recognized as
deities, and, of course, esteemed infallible. Spiritual-
ism, to-day, would do more harm than good if every



THE QUESTION SETTLED. 223

Spiritualist received as infallible every communication
coming from that source: hence, until people arrive at
the position where they can take the spirits as helps,
teachers, not masters, they are not prepared for com-
munion with them. Let authority give place to reason,
and men weigh communications from the other shore
as they do advice from friends here, and communications
from spirits can do no more harm than would result
from friend counseling with friend in this life.

The Jews, quite as much as any other nation, were
inclined to worship every spirit that communicated.
Abraham and Lot each bowed to the earth before the
angels which came to them. When an angel, who was
emphatically called a- man, appeared to Joshua, the
record says, — ‘

¢ And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did
worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto
his servant ? ”” — Josh. v. 14.

When Peter saw Moses and Elias on the mount, his
first exclamation was, —

¢ Lord, it is'good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let
us make here three tabernacles ; one for thee, and one
for Moses, and one for Elias.” — Matt. xvii. 4.

As much as to say, *“ When we would worship you,
we would go into one of these tabernacles; when we
would worship Moses, we would go into another; and,
when we would worship Elias, we would go into an-
other.” When John saw his brother a prophet, he fell
at his feet to worship him. With that idea, the Spirit-
ualism of to-day would lead to idolatry, and hence be
wrong ; but Spiritualists have advanced to where they
can treat their spirit-friends as familiar friends, and yet
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not receive them as authority. With this advancement,
we claim that spirit~communion can not result in harm :
those who have not got so far along would do well to
let it alone.

The law forbidding spirit-communion had its evil as
well as its good results. While it may have kept the
Jews from idolatry, and some other crimes that they
otherwise might have committed, it drove many of their
best minds into the most gross materialism. Had they
been permitted to consult the dead, their best writers
never could have said, —

“For the living know that they shall die: but the
dead know not any thing, neither have they any more
a reward ; for the memory of them is forgotten. Also
their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now per-
ished ; neither have they any more a portion for ever
in any thing that is done under the sun.” — Eccl. ix.
5, 6.

Solomon was not the only writer who occasionally
gave utterance to such infidel sentiments. Job and
David more than once utter the same; but Elihu, both
a clairvoyant and clairaudient medium, says, —

 Now a thing was secretly brought to me, and mine
ear received a little thereof. In thoughts from the vis-
ions of the night, when deep sleep falleth on men, fear
came upon me, and trembling, which made all my bones
to shake. Then a spirit passed before my face; the
hair of my flesh stood up: it stood still, but I could not
discern the form thereof: an image was before mine
eyes, there was silence, and I heard a voice, saying,
Shall mortal man be more just than God ? shall a man
be more pure than his Maker ? Behold, he put no trust
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in his servants; and his angels he charged with folly:
how much less in them that dwell in houses of clay,
whose foundation is in the dust, which are crushed be-
fore the moth ?””— Job iv. 12-19.

This ¢ spirit which passed before his face,” causing
him to quake and tremble, as hundreds of mediums now
do, taught him the important lesson that men are not
clay, but ¢ dwell in houses of clay.” Thus all can see -
the result, on the one hand, of spirit-communion, and,
on the other, of its prohibition. All the texts usually
produced by materialists to prove the dead unconscious
are the result of the enactment against Spiritualism, and
consequent non-intercourse with the dead.

Objection No. 2. — The Bible says, —

* Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see,
and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” —
Jer. vi. 16.

It does not do to forsake the ¢ old paths.” Spiritual-
ism is new; if true, it should have been discovered
prior to the nineteenth century.

It sounds a little strange to hear this objection urged
by the same speaker, and almost in the same breath
with the one just noticed. Many of the opponents of
Spiritualism seem to have lost their regard for consist-
ency, if not for truth. In one breath, Spiritualism is an
old sin God was compelled more than three thousand
years ago to put down by legislation ; in the next it is
something new, and for that reason they have gone to
work with such zeal to tear it to pieces that one would
almost think they would pluck a new moon from the

heavens if it were in their power to do so. Consistency
16
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is too rare a jewel to come into general use among
those who have enlisted in the battle against the angel-
world. If Spiritualism is an invention of the nineteenth
century, the last delusion of the Devil, God did not
inake laws against it in the days of Moses. On the
other hand, if laws were made against it then, the ob-
Jjection of ““new things ” is ad captandum.

Has the objector ever considered that there are swords
that have two edges? that, when persons go it blind,
they occasionally catch an argument by the blade, and
cut their own fingers ? Such is the fact in this case.

Suppose Spiritualism to be a child of the nineteenth
century : the argument of new things weighed as heavily
against Jesus and his associates as it now does against
Spiritualism. Christianity was so new in the days of
Paul, that it is said of certain philosophers, —

¢ And they took him, and brought him unto Areop-
agus, saying, May we know what this new doctrine
whereof thou speakest is? For thou bringest certain
strange things to our ears: we would.know, therefore,
what these things mean. For all the Athenians, and
strangers which were there, spent their time in nothing
else, but either to tell or to hear some new thing.” —
Acts xvii. 19-21.

- Every thing had a beginning, and was new in the
days of its infancy. We remember to have heard a
learned professor say, ¢ Monkeys existed before men,
and fishes are older than philosophers.” Protestant-
ism in the days of Martin Luther was new, and Catholi-
cism was old: what Protestant thence concludes his
own religion false, and Catholicism true ?

. Had the “ old path ” argument used by our Catholic
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fathers had the desired effect, there would not have
been a Protestant in the world to-day. Ministers who
are now preaching against Spiritualism because of its
novelty, would, in that case, have been confessing their
sins to a Catholic priest, and we to-day would have been
eating the actual body and drinking the blood of Jesus
Christ, and enduring a tyranny such as is only known
within the limits of the ¢ Eternal City.”

When Martin Luther first made his discoveries, Lu-
theranism was new, and, per consequence, every follower
‘of Martin Luther was either a knave, fool, or fanatic,
as could be proved by every Catholic priest in the Old
World. Lutheranism, however, spread, notwithstanding
the barking of Catholic dogs. A century was quite
sufficient to kill the cry of ¢ Novelty ; ”” and Protestantism
could be respected and venerated because of its age.
Lutheranism is not alone ; other religious theories must
run the same gantlet. When Methodism first began to
~ force itself upon the people, it, too, was a new invention
of the Devil to lead fanaticsto hell : this could be proved
‘by every Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, or Baptist in
the land. Methodism has lived a century ; and, as a re-
sult, those who abominated it, and would have sent eve
¢ fanatical Methodist " to hell (but words could not da
it), now respect it as * our sister church.”

If all the theories in the world have lived through
the warfare against new things, we will risk but that
Spiritualism will take deeper root and grow more healthy
and beautiful as a result of this attack.

Now, admitting that Spiritualism is new, is its novelty
against its truth? We thinknot. Men existed on the
earth at least .one hundred and fifty thousand years
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before they learned to communicate with each other by
means of the electric telegrapl ; yet who refused to re-
ceive the news of Lee’s surrender, because, a century
since, it would have taken it a month to go from Rich-
mond to Chicago? Persons will accept of improvements
everywhere except In religious matters: how strange!
Are all who have died fools? Supposing they could
not have communicated prior to 1848 : men in this world
have made many discoveries since that time ; may not
those on the other side have discovered something?
Mesmer, who discovered the science of mesmerism, and
Benjamin Franklin, who taught men how to control the
lightning, are each in the land of the so-called dead.
Now, while Prof. Morse was discovering and perfecting
a new mode of communication between mortals, why
can not Newton, Franklin, and others discover a plan
by which the dead and living can couverse? Certuinly
such a discovery would be of vast importance ; then why
object ?

But Spiritualism is not new: it is traced through all
time, and found among all people. We have not the
space here to devote to this proposition. The reader
who is curious to look into this department of the sub-
ject is requested to go or send to the bookstore of
William White & Co., No. 158, Washington Street,
Boston, and get some of their numerous books on this -
question.

It is enough for us here to say that phenomenal Spir-
itualism was patent in the days of Luther, Who has
not read the account of Luther seizing and throwingan
inkstand at a spirit whom he supposed to be the Devi] ?
The manifestations in the Wesley family, an account of
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which John Wesley himself records, were quite equal
to those occurring in the family of John D. Fox. Dr.
Adam Clarke, Carvosso, and other Methodist divines,
record as wonderful spirit-manifestations as there are in
the year 1869.

Objection No. 8. — These manifestations are from the
Devil. Paul says, —

“ Even him whose coming is after the working of
Satan, with all power and signs and lying wonders.” —
2 Thess. i. 9.

John says, —

““They are spirits of devils, working miracles, which
go forth unto the kings of the earth, and of the whole
world, to the battle of the great day of God Almighty.”
— Rev. xvi. 14.

The charge of demoniac possession, like the ¢“new
things »” argument, is an old one. When John the Bap-
tist commenced his work, the popular church said, *“ He
hath a devil” (Matt. xi. 18). 'When Jesus came,
speaking as never man spake, and doing as never man
did, a hypocritical church said, ¢ This fellow doth not
cast out devils but by Beelzebub the prince of the
devils.” — Matt. xii. 24,

Jesus gave his followers to understand that this ever
would be the case. He said, ¢If they have called
the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more
shall they call them of his household ?”’ — Matt. x. 25.

With this warning in advance, and a knowledge that
our predecessors in every work of reform have endured
the same charge, we are bold to endure such charges.
If the Church of all ages can be believed, the Devil has
originated and put into successful operation every re-
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form, and that in spite of the Church, which has ever
been faithful to warn its dupes that every reformer was
the especial agent of his Satanic Majesty.

According to the church of Jesus’ time he had a devil :
but he and his devil succeeded in putting his work into
successful operation, and matters went on swimmingly,
until they succeeded in calling out a large party of fol-
lowers ; but, in proportion as they increased in numbers
and power, they became corrupt, until the so-called
Christian Church became so terribly wicked, that the
Devil would have nothing further to do with it. His
Majesty left them to ‘paddle their own canoe,” and
began anon to work through heretics, who were com-
pelled, on account of their good works, to leave the
Church. :

During the whole period known as the dark ages,
there was not a martyr burned at the stake, but that was
under the influence of the Devil. That word *devil
has always served as a scapegoat to pack its ignorance
and hatred of progress on. It requires no tact or learn-
ing to say “devil,” and it often does to explain various
phenomena hidden behind that word. This is, perhaps,
the main reason why the old gentleman has had so much
to carry. Even Martin Luther told his followers that the
Copernican system of astronomy, including the rotun-
dity of the earth, was directly from the Devil.

. The telescope was of satanic origin. The first fan-
ning-mill was ¢ a wicked invention to raise the Devil’s
wind.” The inventor was informed, that, if he wanted
to separate his wheat and chaff, he should get down
upon his knees, and ask God to send him a good dispen-
sation of air; or, if not humble enough to do that, to
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patiently wait until God in his'mercy chose to send him
wind. Notwithstanding the windmill was the Devil’s
invention, it soon gained such a hold on the populace,
that a Presbyterian could, without any sctuples of con-
science, eat bread made of the wheat which had passed
through the Devil’s windmill. 'We would not be under-
stood as representing that the Church sanctioned or even
tolerated such impiety. It did not. Ever faithful to
its duty, the Church disfellowshiped every member who
had so far followed his diabolical leadership as to eat the
bread made of wheat which had been cleansed by this
“infernal machine.” Alas for the weakness of man!
how soon is he led astray! The Devil’s windmill has
become so popular, that ministers use bread, even in the
communion service, that was made of the wheat which
had gone through the Devil’s windmill. Thus the Devil
always carries the day.

The man who first applied water to the propelling of
a sawmill was put to death for being in league with
the Devil. The first printing-press was invented and
run by the Devil. It was the Devil, who, through Har-
vey, discovered the circulation of the blood. This same
Devil enabled Michael Servetus to discover that a mathe-
matical impossibility could not be a theological truth.
‘When this agent of his Majesty the Devil was told that
in the Godhead there were three persons at least, and
only one at most, he was inclined to doubt it, and won-
dered if that would not lead to the idea of three Grods.
“ Oh, no!” the response was: ¢ there is but one God, and
he is made of three distinct individualities.” — ¢ Well,
taking either of these three separately, would he be a
God, an angel, or a man?” His questions were too
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well put : none but a Devil could invent such questions.
When he was asked to sing, —

« Have faith the same,
‘With endless shame,
For all the human race;
For hell is crammed

With infants damned,
Without a day of grace,”

he dared to question the truth of the song, and the pro-
priety of singing it. He was at once set down for a
Devil-possessed heretic, and condemned to death. John
Calvin, after signing his death-warrant, led the mob that
burned him over a slow fire, for the crime of disputing
old theories. Asusual, the Devil in this was successful.
The whole world now acknowledge that Servetus was
right, and Calvin and his horde of bigoted followers
wrong.
¢ The world goes round and round,
The genial seasons run,

And ever the truth comes uppermost,
And ever is justice done.”

It was in the present century that ministers came out
in long printed statements (for by this time the Devil
had made his printing-press popular enough for their
use) to prove that vaccination to prevent small-pox
was an invention of the Devil to change men to a kind
of quadruped ; that vaccination would surely result in
producing horns on the heads of those who submitted
to any such satanic operation to prevent this dreaded
contagion. The Devil originated the science of geology,
set on foot the abolition movement; in fact, has led
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every band of reformers in the world. Now, his last
great work is in Spiritualism. All we have to say is,
Let him work. He has ever proved himself right, and
we have confidence to believe it ever will be thus; that
is, if he has figured as largely in every new movement
as he has been accused of doing.

Now, .admitting for the sake of the argument, the
existence, power, and malignity of this almighty Devil,
how is the fact to be harmonized with the existence,
power, wisdom, and goodness of our loving Father ?
Whatever may be said of Spiritualists now, millions of
them were once honest and earnest praying Christians.
For years and years, they made it their daily duaty to
turn to their God and Bible: they have read again and
again, —

« And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you ;
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you. For every one that asketh, receiveth; and
he that seeketh, findeth; and to him that knocketh it
shall be opened. If a son shall ask bread of any of you
that is a father, will he give him a stone ? or, if he ask
a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? or, if he
shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If ye
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children ; how much more shall your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”’ — Luke
xi. 9-13.

Is this the way the All-Father has answered their
prayers after telling them that if they would ask
they should receive ? They have prayed earnestly for
the Holy Ghost, have ever been willing to take this
prayer-Hearing God at his word ; and God has answered
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their prayer by opening the infernal regions, and peopling
the air with quintillions of devils, whose only object is
to deceive and lead the elect to hell, our angel-friends
meantime being shut up in heaven, away from earth,
weeping to see us deluded by deceiving spirits, and that
in answer to our most sincere and devout prayers a
thousand times repeated. Is this the God our opposers
worship? Is faith such a heartless cheat, baring the
back thus for the Devil’s rod ? In Heaven’s name, if
God is such a knave as this idea represents, it is well to
serve the Devil! 'We would not worship such a God if
we could, and certainly could not if we would. That
father who hands out myriads of scorpions and vipers to
his weeping, starving children, is an angel of light com-
pared with this treacherous knave called God, who thus
deceives his trusting children.

Nay, we will go farther, and apply this argument even
to the existence of his Satanic Majesty. If the Devil
exists, he exists either by the will and power of God or
contrary to it. If he exists by the power of God, then
God is responsible for all of his actions : he permits him
to act when he could prevent it. We consider ourself
responsible for all the evil there is in the world which we
could prevent: so of God. But if Satan is efernal and
almighty, if he exists contrary to the will of God,
then God lacks ejther the power or wisdom to prevent
the Devil deceiving and leading the world to hell. In
one case, God is wicked ; in the other, weak. -

If the Church has been wrong in its cry of ¢ Devil !
after every reform, it may be in this. If, on the other
hand, it was right, then we are proud of our leader: he
-has proved himself right in every instance, and we will
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trust him in this. Progress is the order of the day; and
one only needs to read his history to be convinced that
he is not only a progressionist, but the author of progress.
Commencing with his first work, which was to open the
eyes of a pair of poor blind idiots in the garden of Eden,
and teach them to know good from evil, and ending
the drama with Spiritualism, we indorse every act of
his. 'We are proud to-day to take our position beside
¢ Michael the archangel,” and not bring a “railing ac-
cusation against him.” May he long live to put in
motion all the latent machinery of human progress!

Reader, we can not close this chapter without saying,
in all candor, your Devil is only a myth. Give the
frontal brain the control of the back brain, and all the
devils and satyrs will flee. They can not stand before
well-developed causality and comparison.

That reader and writer may be enabled to resist all
the devils growing out of a ‘lack of knowledge ;”* that
we may be enabled to see the hand of God in the wide
field of human progress, and co-operate with the powers
beyond in leading the people out of the devilish bond-
age of ignorance and superstition, we most earnestly

pray.
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