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11¢ THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST,

They are Moses, who talked with G
- 2 g .
face amid the thunder and lightninors0 doff&é:ien;?
3nd Elijah, that prophet of God who did not see
t’e:a,th, burt was conducted to Heaven in a chariot
of fire. These two, whom Cod had seen fit t
favor above all others who ever lived upon eartho
were delegated by the Father to bring the glory
of Heaven to his Son, and comfort him talgking
:;r;(;:l l;;ln(:; conce.rrﬁng the completion of ‘his mis-
! espe i 1
du{‘ed . Jer};sgﬁm}_f of his sufferings to be en-
he Father chose Moses and Elija i
{pessengers to Christ, and glorify hi]mh jvoitge t};llz
]ghf:; of I_Ieaver], and commune with him con-
ﬁ%?ﬁngagéi c;)mmg ag?lly, b«lacause they had lived
s men; they had ']
man sorrow and suffering?rand cfxﬁ?le]sl;?ncegtﬁ?zl-
with the trial of Jesus, in his earthly lifep Eli‘f
jah, in his position as a prophet to Israel, had
represented Christ, and his work had been E
degree, similar to that of the Saviour )An:il
Moses, as th_e leader of Israel, had stood in trlll
place of Christ, communing with him and followe
ing his directions; therefore, these two, of all th-
hosts that gathered around the throne of G de
were fittest to minister to the Son of God v
When Moses, enraged at the unbelief of th
chlld_ren of Israel, smote the rock in wrath a g
furnished them the water for which they calléld
he took the _glory to himself; for his mind was so
engrossed with the ingratitude and waywardn
of Israel that he failed to honor God and mezs
nify his name, in performing the act which %’-
had commanded him to do. It was the plan eib'
the Almighty to frequently bring the chilgren gf
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Tsrael into straight places, and then, in their great
necessity, to deliver them by his power, that
they might recognize his special regard for them,
and glorify his name. But Moses, in yielding to
the natural impulses of his heart, appropriated
to himself the honor due to God, fell under the
power of Satan, and was forbidden to enter the
promised land. Had Moses remained steadfast,
the Lord would have brought him to the promised
land, and would then have translated him to
Heaven without his seeing death.

As it was, Moses passed through death, but
the Son of Glod came down from Heaven and
resurrected him before his body had seen cor-
ruption. Though Satan contended with Michael
for the body of Moses, and claimed it as his
rightful prey, he could not prevail against the
Son of God, and Moses, with a resurrected and
glorified body, was borne to the courts of Heaven,
and was now one of the honored two, commis-
sioned by the Father to wait upon his Son.

By permitting themselves to be so overcome
by sleep, the disciples had lost the conversation be-
tween the Heavenly messengers and the glorified
Redeemer, But as they suddenly awake from
profound slumber, and behold the sublime vision

before them, they are filled with rapture and
awe. As they look upon the radiant form of
their beloved Master, they are obliged to shield
their eyes with their hands, not being able other-
wise to endure the inexpressible glory that
clothes his person, and which emits beams of
light like those of the sun. For a brief space
the disciples behold their Lord glorified and ex-
alted before their eyes, and honored by the radi-
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g!rllzsl;e?xagosd'whom they recognize as the favored
. They believe that Elias has now come, accord-
ing to prophecy, and that the kingdom of Christ
18 to be set up on earth. Even in the first glow
of his amazement, Peter plans for accommodating
Christ and the ancient worthies, As soon as he
can command his voice he addresses Jesus thus:
Master, it is good for us to be here; and let
us make three tabernacles ; one for thee’ and one
for Moses, and one for Elias.” In the j(’)y of the
moment, Peter flatters himself that the two mes-
sengers from Heaven have been sent to preserve
the life of Jesus from the fate that threatens him
at Jerusalem. He is overjoyed at the thought
that these glorious attendants, clothed in light
and power, are to protect the Son of God and
establish his kingly authority upon earth. He
forgets for the time the frequent explanétions
gl}zf.el]ll by Jle(alsus 1h'um{)self of the plan of salvation
which could only be perf is own
ety dea)’:,h, perfected through his own
While thedisciples were overwhelmed with rap-
ture and amazement, “g bright cloud overshad-
owed thqm, a.z_\d.behold, a voice out of the cloud
which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom T am
well pleased; hear ye him.” When the disciples
beheld the awful cloud of glory, brighter than that
which went before the tribes of Israel in the wil-
derness, and when they heard the voice of God
peal from the cloud, in accents of majesty that
caused the mount to tremble as if shakes from
1ts foundation, they could not endure the grand-

eur that oppressed their sen; i
selve vty ses, and fell smitten
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Thus they remained upon their faces, not dar-
ing to look up, till Jesus appreached and raised
them from the ground, dispelling their fears with
his well-known, cheering voice, saying, “Arise,
and be not afraid.” Venturing to lift up their
eyes, they see that the heavenly glory has passed
away, the radiant forms of Moses and Elijah have
disappeared, the Son of God is no longer clothed
with a divine radiance so bright that the eyes of
man cannot endure it,—they are upon the mount
alone with Jesus.

The entire night had been passed in the mount-
ain, and as the. sun rose and chased away the
shadows with its cheering rays, Jesus and his
disciples descended the mountain. Gladly would
they have lingered in that holy place which had
been touched with the glory of Heaven, and
where the Son of God had been transfigured be-
fore the eyes of hisdisciples; but there was work
to be done for the people who were already search-
ing far and near for Jesus.

At the foot of the mountain a large crowd
had gathered, led there by the disciples who
had remained behind, and who knew of the fa-
vorite resorts of Jesus for meditation and prayer.
As they approached the waiting multitude, Jesus

charged his disciples to keep secret what they
had witnessed, saying, “Tell the vision to no
man until the Son of Man be risen again from
the dead.” Jesus knew that neither the people
nor the disciples who had led them to the place,
were prepared to appreciate or understand the
wonderful event of the transfiguration upon the
mount. After his resurrection, the testimony of
those who had witnessed it, was to be given to
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substantiate the fact that he was indeed the Son
of God. '

Now the three chosen disciples have evidence
which they cannot doubt that Jesus is the prom-
ised Messiah. A voice from the excellent glory
has declared hisdivinity. Now they are strength-
ened to endure the humiliation and crucifixion
of their Lord. The patient Teacher, the meek
and lowly One, who, for nearly three years, has
wandered to and fro, from city to city, a M;.n of
sorrows, homeless, having no place to rest, no
bed upon which to stretch his weary form at
night, has been acknowledged by the voice of
God as his Son, and Moses and Elijah, glorious
ones in the courts of Heaven, have paid him
homage. The favored disciples can doubt no
longer. _They have seen with their eyes, and
heard with their ears, things that are beyor;d the
comprehension of man.

Jesus now returned to his work of ministering
to th‘e people. As the throng caught sight of
the Saviour, they ran to meet him, (rreetinbg him
with much reverence. But he pe?'ceived that
they were in great perplexity. This was because
of a circumstance that had just transpired: A
man had brought his son to the disciples to be
delivered of a dumb spirit that tormented him
exceedingly. But the disciples had been unable
to relieve him, and therefore the scribes had
seized upon this opportunity to dispute with
them as to their power of working miracles.
These men were now triumphantly declaring
that a devil was here found whom neither the
disciples nor their Master could conquer.

As Jesus approached the scene he inquired the
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cause of the trouble ; the afflicted father replied:
« Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which
hath a dumb spirit ; and wheresoever he taketh
him, he teareth him ; and he foameth, and gnash-
eth with his teeth, and pineth away ; and I spake
to thy disciples that they should cast him out,
and they could not.” Jesus listened attentively
to this narration, and then met the failure of his
disciples, the doubts of the people, and the boast-
ing of the scribes, with these words: “ O faith-
less generation! how long shall I be with you?
how long shall I suffer you? Bring him unto
me.”

The father obeyed the command of Jesus; but
no sooner was his son brought into the divine
presence than the evil spirit attacked him with
violence, and he fell upon the ground in agony,
and writhed, and foamed at the mouth. Jesus
permitted Satan to exercise his power thus over
his victim, in order that the people might better
understand the nature of the miracle he was
about to perform, and be more deeply impressed
with a sense of his divine power. Jesus proceeded
to inquire of the father how long his son had
thus been aflicted by the demon. The father
answered :—

«Of a child. And ofttimes it hath cast him
into the fire, and into the water, to destroy him;
but if thou canst do anything, have compassion
on us, and help us.” The failure of the disciples
to heal this deplorable case had sadly discouraged
the father, and the sufferings of his son now
wrung his soul with anguish. The question of
Jesus brought to his mind the long years of suf-
fering endured by his son, and his heart sank
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within him. He feared that what the scribes as-
serted was true, and that Jesus himself could not
overcome so powerful a devil. Jesus perceived
his dispirited condition and sought to inspire
him with faith. He addressed him thus: “If
thou canst believe, all things are possible to him
that believeth.” Hope was immediately kindled
in the father’s heart, and he cried, “ Lord, I be-
lieve ; help thou mine unbelief.”

The distressed father realized his immediate
need of help, and that no one could furnish that
help but the merciful Saviour, and he relied
alone upon him. His faith was not in vain; for
Jesus, before the whole multitude, that flocked
about to witness the scene, “rebuked the foul
spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf
spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter
no more into him.” And immediately the demon
left him, and the boy lay as one dead. The ac-
tion of the evil spirit upon him had been so vio-
lent that it had overcome all his natural strength ;
and when it left him he was powerless and uncon.
scious. The people, who had witnessed with
awe the sudden change that came over the lad,
now whispered among themselves, “ He is dead.”
But Jesus stooped and with tender pity « took
him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he
arose.

Great was the father’s joy over his son, and
great was the joy of the son in his freedom from
the cruel demon that had so long tormented him,
Both father and son praised and magnified the
name of their Deliverer, while the people looked
on with unbounded astonishment, and the scribes,
crest-fallen and defeated, turned sullenly away.
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1s had conferred upen his disciples the
poi?:; S'co work miracles of healing; but t}ﬁeu
failure in this case, before so many Wltnes‘ses,1 ad
deeply mortified them. When they we}xleta;tﬁne
with Jesus they asked him why it was that t ‘eﬁr
were unable to cast out the devil. Jesus answe; }i
that it was because of their unbelief, ~and (ei
carelessness with which they regarded the s;ar(ge
work that had been committed to them. gy
had not fitted themselves for their holy Ofﬁ(:-% y
fasting and prayer. It was impossible for them
to vanquish Satan except as they r.ecelved. l1-)otv_ver
from God; they should go to him in humiliation
and self-sacrifice and plead for strength to conqugr
the enemy of souls. Nothing but entire depenh-
ence upon God, and perfect consecration to e
work, would insure their success. Jesus GDC?UIT
aged his disappointed followers in these words:
«1f ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye
shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to
yonder place, and it shall remove ; and nothing

i ssible unto you. S

Sh?lri la).eb?iggospace of tinr}x’e the favored disciples
had beheld the extremes of glory and ofdgbrlef.
Jesus, descending the mount where he h{: ein
transfigured by the glory of God, where g
had talked with the messengers of Heaven,han’w
been proclaimed the Son of God by the Father’s
voice issuing from the radiant glory, meets a It:e-
volting spectacle, a lunatic child, with coun e%
nance distorted, gnashing its teeth in spasgxshc?
agony which no mortal could relieve. An tbls
mighty Redeemer, who but a few short hours be-
fore stood glorified before his wondering dlsaplesc,l,
stoops to lift this victim of Satan from the groun
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where he is wallowing, and restores him to his
father, freed forever from the demon’s power.
Previous to his transfiguration, Jesus had told
his disciples that there were some then with him
who should not see death until they should see
the kingdom of God come with power, In the
transfiguration on the mount, this promise was
fulfilled, for they there saw the kingdom of Christ
in miniature. Jesus was clothed with the glory
of Heaven, and proclaimed by the Father’s voice
to be the Son of God. Moses was present, rep-
resenting those who will be raised from the dead
at the second coming of Christ; and Elijah, who
was translated to Heaven without seeing death,
represented those who will be living on earth at
the time of Christ’s second appearing, and who
will be changed from mortal to immortal, and be
translated to Heaven without seeing death.
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