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P R E F A C E . 

W h e n sentiments are advanced, which, in connection with the truth of the 
gospel , imply that the Lord of the sabbath, and hie apostles have blotted out 
" the moral sun of the universe ," and severed " t h e link which unites earth 
to heaven ," it is t ime to enter our protest against them, notwithstanding the 
confidence of our brethren that they are doing God service. 

T h e duty of assembling for divine worship on the first day of the w e e k is 
ful ly established by the approved example of the christian church, recorded 
in the N e w Tes tament , Acts xx. 7. But " to keep persons ignorant of the 
true grounds of duty, is not the way to enforce the practice of it ; nor is it 
the way to secure or obtain for the first day of the week its just right, to de-
mand for it more than it has a right to." W e are not to " walk in crafti-
n e s s , " or to " h a n d l e the word of God deceitful ly ;" but, " by manifesta-
tion of the truth," to c o m m e n d ourselves " to every man's conscience as in 
the sight of G o d . " 
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O O t ^ b X 

THE SABBATH. 

" AND on the seventh day God ended his work which he had 
made ; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which 
he had made. And God blessed the seventh day , and sanctified 
i t ; because that in it he had rested, from all his work which 
God created and made." Gen. ii. 2, 3. 

Here is the first fact relative to the seventh, afterwards called 
the sabbath day. What is i t? Simply that God, in some manner, 
blessed and sanctified it, « because that in it he had rested from 
all his work" 

This is all that is recorded in the holy oracles of truth respect-
ing the seventh day, until God separated the posterity of Israel 
from the other nations of the earth. 

T h e question then is, what does Gen. ii. 2, 3, express or ne-
cessarily imply, independently of all other testimony and facts 
respecting the subject'! W h a t did it express to the antediluvians, 
supposing them to have had the knowledge of it 1 Read and 
consider" Does it contain any law to man to keep holy the se-
venth day 1 W a s it possible for any man to know, from these 
words, what he was to do, or what he was not to do, on the se-
venth day , in order to keep it acceptably to God? Is a man's 
duty, respecting a positive institution, to be learned from words, 
which neither require him to do, or to refrain from doing any-
thing at all? Such is the fact with respect to Gen. ii. 2 , 3. T h e 
law, subsequently given to the Israelites, was indeed plain ; but 
we have no proof that the antediluvians had any such law. T h e 
Bible contains evidence to the contrary, as we shall see. Wi th 
the knowledge of the Mosaic law, many in reading Gen. ii. 2, 3, 
suppose that God required all men, from the creation, to sanctify 
the seventh day. The illusion is the effect of not considering the 
import of the passage independently of subsequent revelation. 

The Bible contains no law to man to keep a Sabbath day, be. 
fore the time of Moses. 

The Bible contains no example of any man keeping a Sab-
bath day before the time of Moses. 

If we could find a law given to man before that period, we 
must conclude that they who feared the Lord, obeyed it, although 
such obedience is not recorded. Or, if we found examples of 
holy men, in general, keeping the day, we might conclude lhat 
thev did so in virtue of a divine command, although we do not 
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find the statute. But in the entire absence of both precept and 
practice, what basis have we, for the declaration that the antedi-
luvians kept the sabbath day? T o rest this declaration on the 
simple fact, that God blessed and hallowed the seventh day, is in-
admissible, because the manner of blessing and sanctifying it 
depends wholly on his sovereign will. Whether he chose to 
sanctify it, by imparting to man on that day peculiar favors, or 
by requiring of man peculiar duties : whether he sanctified it so as 
to require all men, in all ages of the world, or a particular nation 
of men, in a particular age of the world, to observe it as a holy day : 
whether it was to be a permanent ordinance or a temporary one, 
as " a shadow of things to come ; " we are to learn, not from our 
own imagination of what is proper for the Almighty to do, but 
from his own testimony of what he has done. W e must appeal 
to the facts of the Bible, if we would know and teach the truth. 

What then is the Bible fact? Not that God gave a law to all 
men to observe the seventh, or any day of the week as a sab-
bath, from the creation to any particular period, or to the dissolu-
tion of the world ; for there is no such l a w : not that God re-
quired of all men a seventh part of time, for there is no such re-
quirement. These a re the traditions of men. N o man can open 
the book of God, and find them there. The manner in which 
God blessed and sanctified the seventh day of the week, so far as 
the duty of man is concerned in the matter, is to be found in the 
following facts recorded by the inspired prophet. 

First command given to man to keep the Sabbath day* 
" And he (Moses) said unto them, Th i s is that which the Lord 

hath said, To-morrow is the rest of the holy sabbath unto the 
Lord ." Ex. xvi. 23. " S e e , for that the Lord hath given you 
the sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread 
of two d a y s : abide ye every man in his place, let no man go out 
of his place on the seventh day. So the people rested on the 
seventh day . " This is the first record of God giving the Sab-
bath unto man. 

" And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak thou also 
unto the children of Israel, saying, Veri ly , my sabbaths ye shall 
keep : for it is A SIGN BETWEEN ME AND YOU throughout your 
generations ; tnat ye may know that I am the Lord that doth 
sanctify you." Ex. xxxi. 12, 13. " I gave them my sabbaths 
to be a sign between me and them," etc. Ezelc. xx. 12 ,20 . "And 
remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that 
the Lord thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty 
hand and by a stretched out a rm : Therefore, the Lord thy 

I n Ei. xi i . 16, w e find a p r e v i o u s r e q u i r e m e n t t o a b s t a i n f r o m w o r k , T h i * r e f e r r e d 
t o t h e f ir?t a n d s e v e n t h d a y s o f t h e feas t of t h e p a s « o v e r . 
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God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day . " J)cut. v. 15. 
God gave the sabbath as 

A DISTINCTIVE SIGN TO THE ISRAELITES : 

A sign, that, for purposes of infinite wisdom, he had chosen 
them as a peculiar people; and separated them from the nations 
of the earth. How could the sabbath have been such a distinctive 
sign, if it had been given to all the nations 1 In the fifth chap-
ter of Deuteronomy, where Moses rehearses the commandments, 
(the fourth among "the rest,) he says, THE LORD MADE NOT THIS 
COVENANT WITH OUR FATHERS, EUT WITH u s , e v e n us , w h o a r e 
all of us here alive this day ." " T h e prophets, who reproved 
other nations for their sins, never mention sabbath breaking." 
Nor does Paul ever place the profanation of the sabbath in the 
" list of Gentile c r imes ."* 

T o say that the other sabbath days were such a distinctive 
sign, but that the seventh day sabbath was not, is untrue, for in 
Ex. xxxi. 17, this very sabbath is expressly declared to be such 
a sign. 

If the sabbath had been given to all nations, the children of 
Israel must have had it before they left Egypt . If so, why did 
Moses afterwards say, Ex. xvi. 23, " SEE, for that the Lord hath 
GIVEN YOU the sabbath ," &c? 

It has been remarked that the command " Remember the sab-
bath day , " &c., implies that it had been previously enjoined. It 
was so. The sabbath was first given them in " the second 
month after their departing out of the land of Egypt ," when they 
were in " t h e wilderness of Sin." Ex. xvi. 1, 29. T h e com-
mand to " Remember ," &c., was given " in the third month," in 
the wilderness of Sinai. Ex. xix. 1, xx. 8. 

If it was consistent with the fact of God's hallowing the se-
venth day, Gen. ii. 2, 3, for him to abrogate the observance of 
that day," after the dissolution of the Jewish polity, (which most 
christians believe he did,) was it not consistent with that fact, for 
him to postpone the observance of that day before the commence-
ment of that polity ? Does not the fact of such postponement 
until the commencement of the Jewish state, harmonize better 
with the fact of its abrogation at the end of that state, than the 
opinion of its original universal obligation ? 

T h e import of the term sabbath is REST, not worship. T h e 
most prominent characteristic of the seventh day sabbath was, 

* W o o d , in h i s Bib le D i c t i o n a r y , r e m a r k s ; " T h e m o d e r n J e w s still c l e a v e to t h e 
s e v e n t h - d a y S a b b a t h , and b o a s t of it a s t h e i r s p o u s e , GIVEN TO THEM BEFORE ANY 

' " • r h e * l e a r n e d S e l d e n ' in ' a l l h i s e x t e n s i v e h i s to r i ca l r e s e a r c h e s , found n o e v i d e n c e o f 
DIP s e v e n t h day s a b b a t h a m o n g the a n c i e n t g e n t i l e s . 
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that it was a day of REST. " In it thou slialt not do any work." 
W h y did God hallow the seventh d a y ] BECAUSE, that in it he 
had RESTED from all his work ." Gen. ii 2, 3. What did he 
specially require of the Israelites, in respect to the seventh day, 
when he first gave it to them as a sabbath 1 Just what the term 
imports—REST. " To-morrow is the REST of the holy sabbath 
unto the Lord—abide ye, every man in his place, let no man go 
out of his place on the seventh day. So the people RESTED on 
the seventh day ." Ex. xvi. 2 3 — 3 0 . This is the whole of the 
requirement in the fourth commandment. It is true that an holy 
convocation, some extra sacrifices, and the reading of the Law 
and the prophets were connected with this d a y ; and holy convo-
cations and extra sacrifices were connected with other sabbaths 
also, but this is no proof that the peculiar and most prominent 
characteristic of the seventh day sabbath was not, as the term im-
ports, REST. It has ever been, and ever will be, the duty of 
man to worship his Maker every day . It is his duty to worship 
him in a particular manner, at particular times, as infinite wis-
dom and benevolence shall determine. With the Israelites, every 
day was a day of sacrifice, offering, and worship, Acts, iii. 1 ; 
but the SABBATHS only were days of rest. The glory of this 
truth is fully developed to the spiritual mind by the light of the 
new covenant. These sabbaths were all " a shadow of things to 
come," Col. ii. 16 ; even of that glorious REST which remained ' 
for the true children of God. Heb. iv. 9. 

The opinion that the portion of time which God requires of 
man for his worship is a seventh part, is not only unsupported 
by any scriptural declaration, but is contrary to fact. 

By what prophet or apostle has our Father in heaven given 
us such a revelation 7 It is an inference from premises which 
are untrue. " God appointed the seventh part of time to be sab-
bath, or rest, days : therefore he appointed a seventh part for his 
worship." This is the argument . But God appointed MORE 
than a seventh part of time to be sabbath, or rest, days. T h e 
fact, (which is a complete subversion of the common opinion) is, 
that there were NINE OTHER DAYS, on each of which, as on the 
seventh day, they were required to rest from all servile labor, to 
have a holy convocation, and to offer extra sacrifices! These 
were all days of REST. Some were expressly called SABBATHS. 
The extra sacrifices of several of them exceeded those of the se-
venth day sabbath. The violation of the sabbath of atonement, 
like that of the seventh day, was punishable with death. Levit. 
xxiii. 30. 1. The first day of the passover. 2. T h e seventh day 
of the same. Ex. xii. 16. 3. The " sabba th of atonement on the 

tenth day of the seventh month. Levit. xvi. 2 9 - 3 1 . 4 T h e 
first day of the feast of unleavened bread, on the fifteenth day 
of the first month. Levit. xxiii. 6 , 7 . 5. T h e seventh day ot 
the same. Levit. xxiii. 8. 6. The day of the wave offering. 
Tevit xxiii 9—21. 7. T h e first day of the seventh month— 
""sabbath! Levit. xxiii. 2 3 25 . 8. T h e first d a y of the feast 
of tabernacles. Levit. xxiii. 3 3 - 3 5 . 9. T h e eighth day of he 
same. Levit. xxiii. 30 . Both these were called sabbaths. Levit. 

X X There was also the daily sacrifice, meat, and drink offering, 
Numbers, xxviii. 3 - 7 . There were the sacrifices of the new 
moons, 1 Chron. xxiii. 31. Besides all these, all the males were 
required to go up to Jerusalem to worship three times a year . 

^ I n 'consideration of these facts, the notion that the portion of 
time which God required for his worship, is a seventh part, fleets 
away like the baseless fabric of a vision. 

There were some things common to all the rest, or sabbath, 

days, and some things peculiar. . 
They were all positive institutions appointed by t , oa . 

He claimed them all as his own. Levit. xxvi. 2 . 
They were all holy. On all, holy convocations were required. 

Levit, xxiii. chap. ... , 
On all servile labor was forbidden. Levit. xxni. chap. _ 
On all, extra sacrifices were enjoined. Numb, xxvm and xxix. 

^ T h e y were all " a shadow of things to come." Col ii. 17 
The rest day that was first enjoined was the first day of the 

feast of the passover. Exod. xii. 16. 
The extra sacrifices of the seventh day s a b b a t h were " two 

lambs, two-tenth deals of flour mingled with oil, and the drink of-
fering thereof. Numb, xxviii. 9. 

The extra sacrifices of the first day of the seventh month 
(expressfy called " a sabbath," Levit. xxiii 24,) were ' o n e 
(young b u U , one ram, and seven lambs ; " « one kid : &c . 

^ T h e ' e x t r a ' sacrifices of the fifteenth day of the seventh month 
a sabbath, Levit. xxiii. 39,) were thirteen young bullocks, 

L vams^and fourteen l a m b s ; " " o n e kid," & c Numb. xxix. 

1 2 The 6 seventh day sabbath, which was of most frequent occur-
r e n c e ' i s called ' T H E sabbath d a y ; the sabbath of the Lord 

thy God." Ex. xx. 10. 
The command to keep it holy is in the decalogue. 
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This was the day God blessed and hallowed, because that in 
it he had rested from all his work. 

Special promises were given in relation to its observance. 
It is evident, therefore, that with the Israelites, this sabbath had 

the pre-eminence. 
Appealing » to the law and to the testimony " of the living ora-

cles, instead of regarding the opinion of those who speak not ac-
cording thereto, we have seen that the sabbath day was given to 
the Israelites ONLY ; and not to them; until after their separation 
from the nations: that it was given them as a distinctive sign 
of that separation, and of their peculiar relation to God as a typi-
cal people. 

Let us proceed to the examination of this interesting subject, 
as it is unfolded to us by the Son of God and his apostles; to 
whom, " through the Holy Ghos t , " he gave commandment re-
specting all things pertaining to the new and everlasting cove-
nant . A d s i. 2. 

The first instruction of the great Teacher , relative to the sab-
bath day, is found in Matt. xii. chap, in his rebuke to the Pha-
risees for accusing his disciples with violating it. Our Lord de-
clared them to be " guiltless," on account of the necessitous cir-
cumstances of the case. It is important to observe, however, 
that he does not rest their vindication simply on this necessity, 
l i e a d d s , FOR THE SON OF MAN IS LORD EVEN OF THE SABBATH 
DAY." 

He had authority to dispose of it as his divine wisdom chose : 
to continue, or to annul it. On the same occasion he said, 
" The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath." 
Mark ii. 27. 

The Lord of the sabbath commanded that to be done on the, 
sabbath day which was positively forbidden by the law of 
Moses. 

He commanded the impotent man , on that day, to take up his 
bed and walk. John v. 8. W h a t was the Mosaic law ? " Thus 
saith the Lord, T a k e heed to yourselves and bear no burden on 
the sabbath day." Jer. xvii. 21. It was not a matter of neces-
sity that the man should bear the burden of his bed. T h e reality 
of the miracle could have been otherwise manifested. The com-
mand to do it, teaches us in what sense Jesus Christ was " L o r d 
of the Sabbath day . " If it had been made for man always to ob-
serve, we are not to suppose that the holy Son of God would 
have commanded him to violate it. 

As the great prophet improved all occasions to impart instruc-
tion to perishing men, he went into the synagogues on the tab-
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bath day, when the people assembled, and read the law and the 
prophets, expounding them concerning himself, and proclaiming 
the glad tidings of salvation. Luke iv. 16. 

He never commanded any one to keep holy the sabbath day, 
or rebuked any one FOR BREAKING IT. 

As the commission given to the apostles limits them to teach 
those things Jesus had commanded them, their inspired instruc-
tions are of equal authority with his own. Among all their re-
corded discourses and epistles, there is not a single requirement 
to keep, or rebuke for violating, any sabbath day. 

It is affirmed that the sabbath was changed from the seventh 
day of the week to the first. I ask, W h e n ? W h e r e ? By whom? 
W h e r e is the chapter and verse? Such a change respecting a 
positive institution, is not to be established by doubtful inference, 
but by plain and positive testimony only. " What saith the 
Scriptures ? " 

The first day of the iveek is never in the New Testament 
called the sabbath day. In every instance, where the term sab-
bath day occurs in the New Testament, it refers to the Jewish 
seventh day sabbath. 

If the day was changed, or if the seventh day sabbath is of 
perpetual obligation, why was its observance never enforced, and 
its violation never rebuked by Jesus Christ or his apostles ? Is 
it replied, that the duty is sufficiently plain in the Old Testa-
ment ? If this is an adequate reason for subsequent silence on 
the subject, it was equally so for the silence of all the prophets 
after Moses. Did the prophets of the Lord cease to exhort men 
to keep holy the sabbath day, and to reprove them for violating 
it, "because the duty had been previously revealed ? Do believers 
in the sanctity of a sabbath day now seal their lips in eternal 
silence on the subject because it is plainly revealed ? T h e apos-
tles taught the positive institutions enjoined by Jesus Christ, but 
no sabbath day. T h e y reproved men for various kinds of sin, 
but never for sabbath breaking. In their catalogues of sins this 
is never found. If the sabbatical law had not been abrogated, as 
" a shadow of things to come," Col. ii. 16, 17, the violation of it 
must have been a prevalent sin in the days of the apostles, and 
christians must have been in danger of desecrating i t ; conse-
quently, the same faithful exhortations and denunciations respect-
ing it would have been found in the writings of the apostles as in 
those of the prophets. 

T h e evidence is not of a mere negative character. W e pro-
ceed to that which is positive. 

W h y did the " Lord of the sabbath," thus disregard that very 
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day which God blessed and hallowed, " because that in it he had 
rested from all his work ? " Tha t day which he established by 
such imperative precepts and such a fearful penalty ? 

" He that hath ears to hear let him hear what the Spirit sailh 
unto the churches." 

" And you, being dead in your sins, and the uncircumcision 
of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having for-
given you all t respasses; BLOTTING OUT THE HANDWRITING OF 
ORDINANCES that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross ; LET NO MAN THERE-
FORE JUDGE YOU in m e a t o r in d r i n k , o r IN RESPECT OF A HOLY 
DAY, OR OF THE SABBATH DAYS ; w h i c h a r e A SHADOW of t h i n g s 
to come ; but the BODY is of Christ. Col. ii. 13—16. 

" Having ABOLISHED in his flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances," &c. Eph. ii. 15. 

For there is verily a DISANNULLING of the commandment 
going before, for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof. For 
the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope 
did; by the which we draw nigh unto God." Heb. vii. 18, 19. 
Th is law included the seventh day, and all the sabbath days. 
Therefore, 

ALL SABBATH DAYS ARE ANNULLED. 
T h e reason given is worthy of the divine wisdom and benevo-
lence. God blessed and hallowed the seventh day, not as A 
SUBSTANCE, but as " A SHADOW." " A shadow " of a day, not to 
be measured by hours, but by the plenitude of eternal love. 
Tha t day which Abraham saw with the eye of faith. That day 
of which Isaiah wrote and David sang. That day into the glo-
rious things of which, " the angels desire to look." 

" The BODY," saith the voice of eternal truth, " is OF CHRIST." 
He is our REST. Glory be to God in the highest I When the 
substance was come, the shadow passed a w a y . The sabbath 
day was abrogated by its Lord. 

JESUS CHRIST IS THE SUBSTANCE OF ALL SABBATH DAYS. 
T h e REST of the soul. Simple, precious truth! More easily learned 

by the little child than by some learned Doctors ; who, in the 
very face of apostolic command, continue, like the Pharisees of 
old, to " j u d g e " and condemn, " in respect of a holy day." 

W e have now crossed the threshold of the spiritual temple. 
Let us enter in and " behold the glory of the Lord ." " If the 
ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the mi-
nistration of righteousness exceed in glory." " The law wns 
given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." 
" The law was our schoolmaster to brini; us unto Christ,— 
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but after that faith is come, we are no longer under a school-
master." Gal. iii. 19. " Wherefore then serveth the law? 
It was added because of transgressions, TILL THE SEED SHOULD 
COME TO whom the promise teas made" Tha t seed was 
CHRIST. Gal. iii. 16. When HE came, the old covenant of 
Horeb, which included the decalogue, was " ready to vanish 
away." See Deut. v. chap, and Heb. viii. 13. It was super-
seded by the more perfect covenant of Him who was " greater 
than Moses." Not only the laws of sacrifices and offerings, 
but the entire Sinai covenant was " done away." This is the 
plain doctrine of St. Paul. " But if the ministration of death, 
written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the chil-
dren of Israel could not steadfastly behold the face of Moses for 
the glory of his countenance; which glory was to BE DONE AWAY, 
how shall not the ministration of the Spirit be rather g lo r ious?" 
2 Cor. iii. 7, 8. It was certainly the law of the ten command-
ments that was " written and engraven in stones," and which, as 
connected ivith the first covenant, together with all laws pertain-
ing thereunto, was " done away? " Now, said the apostle, we 
are delivered from the law, (not merely from its condemnation,) 
that being DEAD wherein we were held ; " &c. " W h a t shall wo 
say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. N a y , I had not known 
sin but by the law : for I had not known lust, except the law had 
said, Thou shalt not covet." Here is conclusive proof that, it is 
not the ceremonial law merely, that is " dead ; " for it is that 
law which says " T h o u shalt not covet." " W h a t shall we say 
then ? " May we covet ? " God forbid." Although we are deli-
vered from the law written and engraven in stones ; we are " not 
without law to God, but under the law to Christ ." Did the in-
spired apostle consider the interests of morality jeopardised by 
this doctrine, or did he consider this very doctrine essential to 
those interests ? Hear him. " Now we are delivered from the 
law, that being dead wherein we were held, that we should serve 
in newness of spirit." Bom. vii. 6. " Sin shall not have do-
minion over you, (why not?) for ye are not under the law but 
under grace.'''' Again. " Wherefore, my brethren, ye also 
are become dead to the law by the body of Chr is t ; that ye 
should be married to another, even to him that is raised from 
the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God." Rom. 
vii. 4. 

The morality of the law of Christ is of the purest and strictest 
character. T h e disposition of hatred is murder. T h e lustful de-
sire is adultery. If the morality of that covenant which is done 
away was glorious, much more is the morality of that which re-
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•naineth glorious ; " for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness 
and righteousness, and t ruth ." 

Some suppose, that the apostle intends to teach that Christians 
are not under the condemnation of the l a w ; but to be under a 
law, and under the condemnation of that law, are very different 
conditions. By becoming a citizen of the United States I was 
entirely delivered from the dominion of British law. Yet am I 
not without law, but under American law. 

No law of Moses, not found in the statutes of Zion's King, 
is obligatory on his subjects. If this principle is not admitted, 
we all stand condemned as transgressors of various statutes in 
the Old Testament. 

No sabbatical law is found in the new covenant. Therefore, 
no sabbatical law is now obligatory. T h e sabbath days, with, 
out exception, were " a shadow of things to come." " The body 
(or substance) is of Christ ." All these rests were typical of the 
spiritual rest, into which we enter when we believe the truth of 
the Son of God. In the epistle to the Hebrews (the key which 
opens to us the spiritual import of the dispensation of shadows) 
the inspired apostle unfolds, to the spiritual mind, the glorious 
truth respecting this subject. In the fourth chapter he 'teaches 
that the spiritual rest of the gospel day, is the rest which re-
mained to the people of God, after the seventh day rest and the 
rest of Canaan. " For we which have believed do (NOW) enter 
into rest, as he said, (by David, P$. xcv. 11.) As I have sworn 
in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest (referring to Numb. 
xiv. 22, 23, where God declared that they should not enter Ca-
n a a n ; which reference is proved by Ps. xcv. 10,) although the 
works were finished from the foundation of the world. For he 
spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise. And 
God did rest the seventh day from all h is 'works. And in this 
place again (Ps. xcv. 11, referring to Numb. xiv. 22, 23,) If 
they shall enter into my r e s t ; " showing that the rest from 
which they were excluded by " the provocation—in the wilder-
n e s s " was a distinct rest from the seventh day sabbath, or rest. 
" Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To-day, 
after so long a time ; as it is said, To-day, if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts. For if Jesus (Joshua who led 
them into Canaan) had given them rest (the spiritual rest) then 
would he ( " i n Dav id" ) not afterward have spoken of another 
day. There remaineth therefore (besides the seventh day sab-
bath and Canaan) a REST (sabbatismos , sabbatism) to the people 
of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he hath also ceased 
from his own works (i. e. to just ify himself : see Rom. iv. 5) as 
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God did from his." Hcb. iv. chap. In Ps. cxviii. 22—24, Da-
\ id prophesied of another day, " the day which the Lord hath 
made." The day of Christ on earth. " T h e stone which the 
builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. This is 
the Lord 's doing ; it is marvellous in our eyes ." The object of 
the apostle, evidently, is to prove that there was another and bet-
ter rest promised to the people of God besides the seventh day 
sabbath and C a n a a n : and that this rest is the spiritual rest of 
the gospel day, into which believers NOW enter. Into this he ex-
horts all to labor to enter by faith. T h e apostle, in the ninth 
verse, does not refer exclusively or primarily to the future per-
fect state. Th is is proved by the third verse. The future glory 
is indeed inseparably connected with the spiritual rest into which 
faith on the Son of God immediately introduces us. He gives 
his sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish. The future 
glory is the perfect consummation of the spiritual rest now en-
joyed. This rest being of the same nature, is called " the ear-
n e s t " of that glory. JEph, i. 14. To understand Heb. iv. 9, as 
referring to one day of the week, is a meagre view of this blessed 
rest. This rest is enjoyed according to our faith. Is our faith 
limited to one day of the week ? Not if it is the faith of God's 
elect. 

This REST is the grand antitype of all sabbath days. It is the 
glorious era of the manifestation of infinite wisdom, love, and 
power, in Christ Jesus the Son of God, by whom SALVATION 
cometh. Well was it ushered in by the harmonious hallelujahs 
of celestial choirs. " Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men." Well did the prophet of the 
Lord animate the ancient believers in the Promised Seed, with 
the announcement, " HIS REST SHALL BE GLORIOUS." Glorious in-
deed ! Glorious in wisdom. T h e question, " How shall man 
(rebellious and condemned by righteous law) be just with God ? " 
the wisdom of men and angels failed to answer. Justice cried, 
destroy him. Mercy cried, spare. Both are satisfied. Be as-
tonished, ye earth and heavens! 0 ye ransomed ones, behold 
and adore ! God's own Son dies and man lives ! God is " j u s t , 
and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." He has mag-
nified the law and made it honorable. 

Glorious in love ! " Behold what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God—and it doth not yet appear what we shall b e : but we 
know that when he shall appear, we shall be like him ; for we 
shall see him as he is ." " Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which, according to his abundant mercy, 
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hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salva-
tion, ready to be revealed in the last time." 

" O love divine all love excelling."' 

Now is heard the song of holy triumph. " W h o shall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that juslifieih. 
Who is he that condemneth ? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, - O 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Nay , in all these 
things we are more than conquerors, through him that loved us. 1 

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 1o come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord ." Behold the glory of the REST of the cross! There, the 
spirit of the penitent loses the burden of his sins, receives holy 
strength, and beats high with the hope of immortality. 

Glorious in duration! T h e beatific vision knows no end. 
" There shall be no more death." Increasing in the knowledge J 
and enjoyment of the Infinite, the perfected multitude shall pass 
on from " glory to glory." 

As the Jewish sabbaths were typical of this spiritual rest, the 
violation of them was a great sin. As unbelief is the barrier to ft 
entering into this rest, and the violation of it, it occupies the place 
in the New Covenant which sabbath-breaking did in the Old. It 
is its corresponding sin. Accordingly, Jesus Christ and his 
apostles constantly exhorted perishing men to believe the truth of V 
the gospel; but never to keep holy any sabbath day. Is it pos-
sible, that Jesus Christ, or his apostles, could have considered a 
sabbath day, " the moral sun of the universe," or " the connect- I 
ing link between heaven and e a r t h ; " and yet in all their dis-
courses and twenty-one epistles to the Christian churches and in-
dividuals, respecting all duties, never, in a single instance, 
exhort them to keep the day holy ? If the general assembly of 
the Presbyterian church should appoint a committee to write only 
one such epistle to the churches, and that committee should omit 
all exhortations to keep holy the sabbath day, would they not be 
quickly summoned to the bar of the assembly, to receive forty * 
ecclesiastical censures not even saving one? 

Some Christians lingered for a time among the shades of Ju- * 

daism. " Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years . 
I am afraid of you ," said St. Paul. Gal. iv. 1 0 , 1 1 . He indeed 
inculcated mutual forbearance. Rom. xiv. 1, 5. " One man es-
teemeth one day above ano the r : another every day alike. Let 
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind." W h a t ! Will 
you allow us, Paul, to blot out " the moral sun of the universe," 
if we are only persuaded in our own minds, to do so ? Art thou 
so reckless of the well being of earth 's inhabitants, as to allow 
presumptuous mortals to sever the link which connects us with 
heaven to let us down into the bottomless pit ? 

A respected wr i te r* remarks, " W h a t if they (theanti-sabba-
tists) can show us that the ceremonial law has been expressly 
annulled 1 It is nothing to the purpose ; for the weekly sabbath 
existed independently of that law. T h e chapter and verse must 
be distinctly pointed out in which the original sabbatical law is 
expressly repealed." When that writer produces " chapter and 
verse," in which the original sabbatical law was expressly 
enacted, before the passover and all other Jewish ceremonies; 
it shall be admitted that the abrogation of the sabbatical law 
must be sustained by other proof than the annulling of subse-
quent ceremonies. Such proof, however, is found in the New 
Testament. It deserves the serious cousiderat'on of the author, 
whether or not he has condemned himself, and all excepting those 
who still observe the seventh day, by his own positions. He 
justly remarks, " W h e r e v e r the weekly sabbath is mentioned in 
the Old Testament the SEVENTH day is intended." H e so-
lemnly declares " no human authority may expunge A SINGLE 
WORD from the statutes of Jehovah. It were infinitely less dar-
ing, for the meanest subject of the mightiest earthly potentate, to 
declare the fundamental laws of the empire null and void, than 
for man, who is a worm, to set aside the institutions of his Ma-
ker ." Of the law to keep holy the SEVENTH day, he observes 
that it " has no limitations ; " " can never expire; " " has never 
been repealed," and " never will be." He declares that " it is 
therefore binding upon us at this moment." W h y then has he 
been so " daring " as to expunge the " single word " seventh from 
« t h e statutes of Jehovah," and substitute the word first ! Is it 
possible for language to express the perpetuity of the seventh day 
more positively than that which this writer has employed ? Yet , 
what is the seventh day to him more than the sixth ? Suppose 
that there is a law to keep holy the first day of the week, how 
can that law abrogate the law to keep holy the seventh day, if 
that law, as he declares, " has never been repealed " and " never 

* President Humphrey . 
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will be ? " Did the enactment of the atonement sabbatical law. 
or that of the other sabbatb days annul that of the seventh day ? 

Is it said that there is a new law which establishes the sanc-
tity of the first day of the week instead of the seventh ? Then is 
the law of the seventh day sabbath repealed and binding vponno 
man. Wha t then becomes of all the declarations we hear of its 
perpetui ty? And why do our brethren call upon their oppo-
nents for " chapter and verse " for the nullification of « the ori-
ginal sabbatical law," while they themselves are in the dilemma 
oi being obliged to produce such " chapter and verse," or of con-
fessing themselves sabbath-breakers ? 

. S o f a r finding any statute in the new covenant command-
ing the observance of the first day of the week, as a sabbath day, 
instead of the seventh, the first day of the week is never deno-
minated a sabbath day. 

T o sustain the position that the "disannul l ing " of the ceremo-
nial law, which certainly included the sabbatical law, " is no-
thing to the purpose," in respect to the annulling of the la t ter ; 
" the chapter and verse must be distinctly pointed out, in which 
the original sabbatical law is expressly " enacted, previous to the 
Jewish ceremonial law. No man can do this, for no command 
to man to keep the sabbath day is found in the Bible anterior to 
the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt . Gen. ii. 2, 3, contains 
no such law. Admitting, however, that such a law can be 
found, still the position is not sustained, that the annulling of the 
Sinai law (in which the sabbatical law was incorporated) does 
not annul it, unless some special exemption is made in its favor, 
or an incorporation of it is found among the christian statutes.' 
W h a t ^is demanded has been given. « Chapter and verse " has 
been " distinctly pointed out, in which the original sabbatical 
law is expressly repealed." If « nothing else will satisfy a can-
did inquirer," may we not hope that this will ? « Let no man 
therefore judge you—in respect of an holy day, or of the sab. 
bath days ; which are a shadow of things to come : but the body 
is of Christ ." Col. ii. 16. Here is no exception. ALL holy 
days, ALL sabbath days are here abroga ted ; and a reason 
therefor assigned, worthy of divine wisdom. T h e same truth is 
implied, in Heb. vii. 18, 19. " F o r there is verily a DISANNUL-
LING of the commandment going before, &c. For the law made 
nothing perfect," & c . ; « the law " and " commandment " in-
eluded the fourth of the decalogue. The nine others are now in 
force, not as a part of the first covenant, which is entirely done 
away, 2 Cor. iii. 7, 11, but because they are of a moral nature, 
and existed before, and independently of that " f i r s t covenant ; " 
and because they are incorporated in " the second." Neither of 
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these things can, with truth, be affirmed of the fourth command-
ment. If that commandment is of a moral nature, then all who 
do not observe the seventh day are guilty of immorality. T h e 
observance of one particular day rather than another, is a posi-
tive institute, not a moral precept. The ten commandments a re 
never, in the Bible, denominated the moral law. T h e first of 
the " two covenants " was made with the Israelites " when (God) 
took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egyp t . " 
Heb. 8, 9. T h e " allegory " of St . Paul needs to be better stu-
died, that we may learn, brethren, that we are not children of 
the bond woman, but of the free. Gal. iv, 2 0 — 3 1 . Wha t a con-
trast is presented by the views of our author and those of the in-
spired apostle! The latter declares the sabbath to be " a sha-
dow," Col. ii. 16, 17, " r e a d y to vanish a w a y ; " hailing its 
departure as the dawn of a refulgent spiritual day. Alas, 
for the former, " A SHADOW is his ORB OF DAY ! " If the shadou) 
is gone, he is in " chaos and old nightAlarmed, he cries 
out, " Give up the sabbath—blot out that orb of day—suspend 
its blessed attractions—and the reign of chaos and old night 
would return." May he ever feel the more " blessed a t t ract ion" 
of the true " moral Sun," that " Sun of righteousness," who is 
the light and the glory of the new and heavenly Jerusalem. 
This must surely compensate the loss of all shadows. W e must 
bear him record that he has " a zeal for God, but not according 
to knowledge." 

T h e recorded " Acts of the Apostles," and their epistles, 
clearly show that believers in the truth of the gospel did not all 
emerge at once from the shades of Judaism. " There rose up 
certain of the sect of the Pharisees, which believed, saying, that, 
it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep 
the law of Moses." Acts xv. 5. It appears that they supposed that 
this law had " never been repealed." Some of the Galatian 
brethren had a "des i r e to be under the law," of whom Paul 
wrote, " I stand in doubt of you." Gal. iv. 20, 21. T h e fact of 
any Christians, whether Jews or Gentiles, observing the seventh 
day sabbath, is no more proof of the perpetuity of its obligations 
than their observance of circumcision is proof of the permanency 
of that institution. T h e fact of the apostles going into the syna-
gogues on the seventh day, to improve the opportunity of pro-
claiming, to the assembled multitude, the glad tidings of salvation, 
is no proof of their regarding the day as it formerly was, a holy 
sabbath day. 

Some difficulty may attend a superficial view of Matt. v. 17— 
20. T o reconcile this passage with the positive declarations of 
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the inspired apostles, that Christians " are not under the law," 
that it is " dead," " that we are delivered from the law," &c. , 
we have to consider in what sense Christ did " not come to de-
stroy, but to fulfil " the law. If we say that he came to fulfil 
the law by perpetuating the obligation of all its requisitions, then 
is circumcision, and the offering " of bulls and of goats," our 
duty : then must we observe, not only the seventh day sabbath, 
but all the others, with all the routine of the Jewish ceremonies, 
which the law enjoined. Th is possibly may be proving rather 
too much, even for sabbatarians. If we say, our Lord intends 
the law of the ten commandments, how can we prove it? Our 
Lord does not say so. He does not say " Whosoever therefore 
shall break one o f " the ten commandments, &c . W e are nei-
ther to add to, or " expunge a single word from, the statutes of 
Jehovah." Do we say that the context proves it 1 I affirm that 
the context only proves the perpetual obligation of those laws 
which are essential to " righteousness," and which immutably 
exist, independently of the law given to the seed of Abraham. 
The perpetuity of the sabbatical law is not essential to righteous-
ness ; nor is the peculiar observance of any one day rather than 
another essential to righteousness. If it could be proved that our 
Lord, in this passage, did establish the perpetuity of the fourth 
commandment, then are all, but the seventh day sabbatarians, 
unrighteous transgressors. It would be preposterous to pretend 
that our Lord, in this passage, changed the sabbath day, or that 
" the law " to which he referred, required the sanctification of the 
first day of the week. 

In what manner, I ask, did our divine master fulfil the law ? 
This is the question; and the doctrine and facts of the new cove-
nant answer it. Most fully was the prophetic word fulfilled by 
our blessed Redeemer. " He will magnify the law, and make it 
honorable." He fulfilled it by his own obedience, even unto 
death. He fulfilled it by becoming himsel f" the body," or sub-
stance, of all its shadows, the antitype of all its types. He ful-
filled it by being " the end of it for righteousness," or justifica-
tion, " to every one which believeth." In verity, not one jot or 
tittle passed from the law, until all was fulfilled by our gracious 
and glorious mediator. He passed not into the heavens for us : 
he bowed not his blessed head to expire for us, ere he said, " It is 
finished." 

It is asked, W h y should the sabbath be opposed, what evil 
can it do ? To this I reply,— 

1. Error is always productive of evil results. T h e stream is 
of the same nature as the fountain. 
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2. The popular view of this subject impeaches the wisdom 
and goodness of Jesus Christ, as it implies that he has neglected 
to institute that which is essential to the true interests of his 
church. 

3. The maintenance of the shadow and type is a practical de-
nial of the truth, that the substance and antitype has come. 

4. False and superstitious views of the first day of the week, 
prevent Christians occasionally from doing what is their duty to 
do on that day. They cannot do things which are right, " for 
whatsoever is.not of faith is s in." 

5. These false views induce christians to judge and condemn 
their brethren, in violation of the divine command not to do it. 
Col ii. 16. 

THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK. 
Our first enquiry is, what are the facts of the New Testament 

in relation to this day 1 
" Then the same day, at evening, being THE FIRST DAY OF THE 

WEEK, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assem-
bled," &c. John xx. 19. " A n d after eight days again his disci-
ples were within," &c. John xx. 26. Comparing the last decla-
ration with the words, " after three days he shall rise again ," 
there can be no reasonable doubt of its being the next first day 
of the week. " Upon the first day of the week, when the disciples 
came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, &c . 
Acts xx. 7 . It appears that Paul tarried at Troas seven days 
for the purpose of meeting the disciples on " the first day of the 
week," being " ready to depart on the morrow." As the apostle 
taught the same things " i n every church ," 1 Cor. iv. 17, it is 
evident, from the facts stated, that it was the practice of every 
obedient church to meet on the first day of the week to partake 
of the supper of the Lord, and observe the ordinances of divine 
worship. 

That it is the duty and privilege of the disciples of Christ to 
be " followers of the churches of God—in Judea," so far as they 
followed Christ " until he come," is not to be questioned. Al-
though the nature and spirit of the new covenant is incompatible 
with^he holiness of particular days, the command " not forsak-
ing the assembling of ourselves together," is imperative. It is 
an institute of heavenly wisdom for the edification of the saints, 
and the conversion of the world. 1 Cor. xiv. 23, 25. Our 
prayers, our praises, our communion with God, and our efforts 
to advance the everlasting kingdom, in the increasing sanctifica-
tion of believers, and the conversion of ungodly men, are not in-
deed to be confined to any particular day or t ime; but social and 
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public worship requires some time ; and what time, I ask, is so 
appropriate as that day on which our blessed Lord, after being 
delivered for our offences, was raised again for our justification? 
Well may the ransomed meet on this memorable day, to cele-
brate his dying love and glorious triumph over the powers of 
darkness, uniting in the animating song, the Lord is risen indeed, 
Hallelujah ! 

T h e duty of assembling on this day for social and public wor-
ship, necessarily involves the duty of separating ourselves from 
our secular concerns, so far as such worship requires. T h e com-
mon opinion that it is sinful to attend to such concerns on any 
part of the first day of the week, is sustained by no precept or 
example in the New Testament. I write now of positive law. 
What spiritual worshipers consider to be their privilege, is ano-
ther question. T h e common opinion rests on the false principle 
of the holiness of particular days or times. There is yet a veil 
on the minds of some christians in reading both the Old and 
New Testament, so that they cannot " look to the end of that 
which is abolished." 2 Cor. iii. 13. 

The assembling of the disciples on the day of Pentecost, and 
on other occasions on the first day of the week, is adduced as 
evidence of the change of the sabbath day from the seventh to 
the first. It should be remembered, however, that the more nar-
rations we find in the new Testament of their assembling on that 
day for worship, the greater is the evidence that they did not re-
gard it as the sabbath day ; because, in such narrations, it is not 
in a single instance so denominated. 

In the absence of all real evidence of the continuance or insti-
tution of any sabbath day under the new and better covenant, 
Rev. i, 10 is adduced. " I was in the spirit on the Lord 's day . " 
What day of the week this was, we are not informed. Tha t it 
was the first, is highly probable. If so, the question is, Is the 
the first day of the week called the Lord 's day , because the Lord 
constituted it the sabbath day ; or because, on that day he rose 
from the dead ? The latter is a scriptural and glorious f ac t ; the 
former has not a syllable of inspired truth to maintain it. 

In view of the fact, that Jesus Christ has abrogated the 
seventh day sabbath, and appointed no other sabbath day in its 
s tead; what, I seriously ask, is the true character of the views 
that are so tenaciously held, and the remarks so confidently 
made, in respect to the essential importance of a sabbath day to 
the very existence of the kingdom of God on earth ? What , but 
an impeachment of the divine wisdom and benevolence? What , 
but ignorantly charging God foolishly ? 
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To suppose that the means which infinite wisdom has appointed 
for the advancement and perfection of the kingdom of God on 
earth, are susceptible of improvement by worms of the dust who 
are of yesterday, and know nothing, will be admitted to be the 
most impious arrogance. How diligently and prayerfully should 
we bring our own views of what is expedient to the test of the 
infallible word. In the neglect of this imperative duty, how many 
are persuading themselves that they a re doing God service, while 
they are following the dictates of that wisdom which is foolish-
ness with God. 

It is incompatible with human rights and with the prerogative 
of Zion's King, for any civil magistrate or legislature to enact 
any law respecting the time or manner in which men shall wor-
ship God. It is, however, an excellent regulation for men, by 
mutual voluntary agreement, to suspend the whirling motion of 
this world's business, one day in the week; and to do so on that 
day on which the Son of God rose from the dead, and on which 
his disciples assembled to commemmorate his dying love, and 
praise the God of their salvation. Still better would it be, if all, 
instead of seeking their own pleasure, would unite, in spirit and 
in truth, in celebrating the grace of the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God. Any civil enactment by any ear thly power what-
ever, which contravenes the law of God respecting his worship, 
or anything else, is null and void. 

T h e great sin of the land, is not sabbath-breaking (in the po-
pular sense of the term) but UNBELIEF. Consequently, it is the 
great duty of dying man to labor to enter, and to persuade 
others to enter, by faith, into THE SPIRITUAL REST* lest any man 
fall af ter the former example of unbelief. 

No man has any Bible authority for accusing one of sabbath-
b reak ing The fourth commandment, sanctifying the seventh 
day, was plain and positive. The Jewish sabbath-breaker was 
manifestly convicted by its letter. T h a t law is abrogated. If it 
were not, it affords no justification to those who charge men with 
sabbath-breaking in reference to the first day of the week. T h e 
man who should accuse his neighbor of sabbath-breaking, be-
cause he attends to his secular business on the second day of the 
week, mav appeal with equal propriety to the fourth command-
ment to sustain his accusation, as he who makes the same 
charge in reference to the first: for this commandment is as si-
lent Tn respect to the first day of the week as it is in respect to 

V o , . i.—5? Ban. 7. IX 14.23.-27. 
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the second. If the accusation is to be sustained and the man 
convicted, it must be by producing the law from the statutes of 
Zion's King, recognising the first day of the week as the sabbath 
of the Lord our God, and commanding us to keep that particular 
day holy, as a sabbath day, in distinction from other days.* 
Every man who accuses another of sabbath-breaking ought to be 
required to produce such a law, or to retract his accusation. 
Not only does he accuse another of sabbath-breaking without 
any divine authority, but he does so in violation of that authority, 
and in opposition to a plain command not to do it. Such accus-
ers are themselves law-breakers. They break the Christian law, 
" Let no man therefore judge you in respect to a holy day, or of 
the new moon, or of the sabbath days, which a re a shadow of 
things to come, but the body is of Christ ." Col. ii. 16. He who 
judges another, and he who allows himself to be judged by an-
other, in respect to any holy or sabbath day, are both manifestly 
transgressors of this law of the new and spiritual covenant of 
Jesus Christ. 

It is not to be questioned that many who plead for the perpe-
tuity of the sabbatical law, are as deeply impressed as others, 
with a consciousness of the duty of constant holiness. It is ob-
vious, however, that the views and teachings of some christians 
on this subject, imply a license, in regard to the other days of 
the week, incompatible with the spirituality of the new covenant. 
This indeed, is no argument in respect to the main subject of 
these pages. W e are not to reason against the use of anything 
from the abuse of it. It is important, however, to guard against 
this evil. In the Bible Dictionary, collated by J . Wood, of Eng-
land, from Brown, Calmet, &c., under the article of the sabbath 
page 391, we read, " A s the command plainly prohibits all man-
ner of civil business, traveling, useless conversation, &c., it were 
to be wished multitudes of this generation would consider how 
they will reconcile their vain recreation, their unnecessary sleep-
ing, their idle chat, &c., on it (i. e. the sabbath day) thereto : " 
as if these things were not inconsistent with christian law on 
other days ! This is a fair specimen of many remarks relative 
to the sabbath day, which tend to the subversion of that perpetual 
holiness without which no man can see the Lord. If christians 
are determined to remain in the land'of shadows, let them, at 
least, beware, for the truth 's sake, and for the salvation of the 

* Mr. Robert Burnside remarks, tha t , " Dur ing the first three centuries the fathers snil 
councils, as before proven, (St. Ignat ius himself included,) strongly recommended, and even 
enjoined the observance of the seventh day as well as tha t of the first. Would they have 
done this had they believed the first day to have been substi tuted for the seventh day by any 
inspired writer ? " p. 205. 

souls of men, of all such views and teaching as imply that the 
commands of God, to keep the heart with all diligence ; to set a 
watch at the door of our lips ; to set the Lord alway before our 
face, and to do everything to the glory of God, are not binding 
upon us, at all times and in all places. 

How fatal and dreadful is the delusion that we keep God s sab-
bath because we take off our hands from our secular business, 
and pay a respectful outward attention to the forms of christian 
worship ! Alas ! how many have gone down to hell with this lie 
in their right h a n d ! Without faith it is impossible to please 
God N o man commences HIS sabbatism, until he believes on 
his Son, with the heart unto righteousness. Till then, his prayers 
his son^s of praise, his orthodoxy, his contributions, are all dead 
sacrifices in the sight of the heart-searching Jehovah, who will 
not be mocked. . TIT , 

« We which have believed do enter into rest. When the 
spirit, polluted and oppressed with sin, ceasing from the vain toil 
of self justification, penitently casts itself at the foot of the cross, 
it commences that spiritual sabbatism which is measured, not by 
days, but by holy faith and love. These graces °f the spirit 
bring him immediately into fellowship with all the heavenly host. 
Heb xii 2 2 - 2 4 . T h e vital principle, which his union to his 
holy Savior imparts, influences the true christian most freely 
and cordially to consecrate ALL his time, his talents and his af-
fections, to his God and Redeemer. At home and abroad ; in 
the place of worship and of business ; whether he eats or drinks, 
or whatsoever he does, so far as he a c t s in character he will do 
all to the glory of God. Not only in the hours of the first day 
of the week, unoccupied in public worship, but continually, as he 
has opportunity, will he seek communion with his Father in hea-
ven labor for the salvation of souls, and like his holy Exemplar , 
go ^ o u t doing good. May the Father of Mercies grant unto us 
the enjoyment of this sabbatism, which the revolving ages of 
Eternity shall never terminate. 
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